Greece lodges protest with Turkey 


‘No Soviet intervention in Iraq’ 


ATHENS I Rl — Greece lodged a protest with Turkey Wednesday. laying 
authorities in Istanbul tried to influence an investigation into the cause of 
an Istanbul bus fire which killed 34 Greek tourists. Greek Foreign 
Minister Antonis Samaras handed the protest to the Turkish charge 
d'affaires in Athens. Deruz Bulukhasi. government spokesman Bvron 
Polydoras said. “Bath official and semi-official authorities in Istanbul 
tried to prejudice the investigating process into the incident hy attributing 
the bus fire to an accident." Mr. Polydoras said. He told reporters at 
Athens airport, where survivors of the inferno arrived, that Greece had 
also protcsicd over an alleged delay in handing over the bodies to he 
transported to Greece. The bodies of those killed in Tuesday’s fire were 
flown home on a Greek military transport plane on Wednesday. Istanbul 
Deputy Public Pcsecutor Selahattin Ozkiper told the Anatolian news 
agency 34 Greeks and one unidentified victim died in the inferno. 
Survivors blamed arson, saying a bearded man in tom clothes had jumped 
on the bus. doused himself in liquid and set fire to himself, trapping 
passengers on the upper deck. 
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ATHENS (Rl — Soviet Foreign Minister Alexander Bessmertnykh said 
Wednesday he hacked efforts to solve the problem of thmisamK ol 
Kurdish refugees fleeing Iraq, but appeared to rule oat any intervention in 
Iraq's internal affairs. “The Soviet Union is. ready to participate in .iH 
efforts which could solve the Kurdish problem hut thew: efforts or solution 
should not intervene in a country-* internal affairs." he said in a dear 
reference to (raq. He did not elaborate. Mr. Bessmertnykh, on a two-day 
official visit, initialled a Greefc-Sovici friendship and cooperation pact 
with his counterpart. Antonis Samaras. He also met Greek Prime 
Minister Constantine MitsntakLs. The pan will be formally signed when 
Mr. Mitsotakis visits Moscow later this year. Talks between Mr. 
Bessmertnykh and Mr. Samaras included bilateral relations. the Balkans, 
the Middle East. Cyprus and relations between die Soviet Union and the 
European Community. It is the first visit by a Soviet foreign minister to 
Greece since IV56. Mr. Bessmertnykh will return to Moscow on 
Thursday. 
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Lebanon asks 
Algeria to mediate in 
dispute with PLO 

ALGIERS (R) — Lebanon has 
asked Algeria to mediate in a 
dispute with the Palestine Libera- 
don Organisation ( PLO) over the 
disarming of its fighters. Mohsen 
Ibrahim, special Lebanese gov- 
ernment envoy, told Algerian 
television on Tuesday night 
Algeria could play an important 
role in arranging a dialogue with 
the PLO. A dose friend of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
Mohsen Ibrahim was speaking 
after discussing the question with 
Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid. He had talks earlier with 
Mr. Arafat in Tunis. During a 
visit to Algiers on Saturday, Mr. 
Arafat said the PLO would 
accept the Lebanese govern- 
ment’s decision to extend its au- 
thority over the whole country. 
But he added that there should be 
a framework that would guaran- 
tee the security of Palestinian 
camps in Lebanon and allow 
Palestinians to keep their 
weapons. He said Palestinian 
forces should not be considered 
as a militia. 

Tunisian minister 
holds talks in Syria, 
to meet Baker 

DAMASCUS (R) — Tunisia's 
Foreign Minister Habib Ben 
Yahya had talks with Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Al Assad on 
Wednesday on the Arab-Tsraeli 
conflict and other regional issues. 
Officials and diplomats said the 
Tunisian minister would meet 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker in Damascus shortly after 
his arrival in the Syrian capital 
from Cairo Thursday. There have 
been no details disclosed on what 
the Tunisian minister would dis- 
cuss with Mr. Baker or whether 
he would convey any message 
from the Tunis-based Palestinian 
leadership. 

Petrol costs money 
again in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — After six weeks 
of filling their tanks for free, 
motorists in Kuwait found they 
had to pay for petrol on Wednes- 
day for the first time since the 
war. Since the end of the war, in 
late February, state petrol sta- 
tions had given fuel away free to 
help the estimated 500,000 peo- 
ple in the emirate — about a 
quarter of the normal population 
— while the government restored 
basic services. A litre cost 40 fils 
(15 cents) on Wednesday, the 
same as before the Iraqi invasion 
. last August. 

Finland expels 
Iraqi diplomat 

HELSINKI (AP) — The Foreign 
Ministry Wednesday ordered the 
expulsion of an Iraqi diplomat 
who shot over the heads of de- 
monstrators at the Irarqi embassy 
last weekend. Iraqi Embassy 
Attache Khalid Mohammad 
Hmoud has declared persona non 
grata and ordered to leave Finland 
by April 14, said Foreign Ministry 
protocol official Timo Jalkanen. 
Shots were fired out of a door of 
the Iraqi embassy last Saturday, 
over the heads of Kurdish de- 
monstrators and a Finnish police 
officer who had tried to evict the 
protestors. No one was hurt in 
the incident. Two demonstrators 
who were detained for question- 
ing were released later the same 
day. "In a written note to us, the 
Iraqi embassy said Mr. Hmoud 
fired the shots in self-defence,” 
Mr. Jalkanen said. “However, he 
did not have a licence for Lhe 
weapon and we feel he used it in 
excess of justifiable defence.” 

Shots fired at PLO 
office in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) Shots were 
fired at the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) office in 
Kuwait Tuesday night from a 
speeding army patrol truck, 
Palestinian officials said. “They 
shot at the building on Tuesday 
evening. They were trying to 
aggravate us,' 1 an official of the 
PLO said. No one was hurt. He 
said a Western journalist was in 
the building when “men in a 
Kuwait army truck fired several 
shots at the embassy," in the 
Palestinian neighbourhood of 
Hawaii. PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat has been fiercely attacked by 
the six Gulf Arab states for back- 
ing Iraq in the Gulf crisis. 
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Iraq sends relief, I ' 
urges refugee return 9% 


Price: Jordan 100 



IRAQ, STUNG by attacks on its 
handling of a Kurdish rebellion, 
said Wednesday it was sending 
relief supplies and medical teams 
to the Kurdish north. 

Iraqi Trade Minister Moham- 
mad Mehdi Saleh called on the 
refugees who have flooded the 
Turkish and Iranian frontiers to 
return. 

He said an intensive campaign 
was underway to supply northern 
Iraq with food and medicine fol- 
lowing the crushing of the Kur- 
dish rebellion there. 

“There is enough food for all.” 
Mr. Saleh said in a statement 
published in the government dai- 
ly newspaper AJ Jumhouriyah 
and carried by the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA). 

Iraq has said it would cooper- 
ate with a U.N. mission due in 
northern Iraq soon to examine 
the plight of Kurds. 

Baghdad has bitterly criticised 
Western efforts to supply relief 
aid to hundreds of thousands of 
Kurds. 

Mr. Saleh urged the refugee 
Kurds to return. Iraq's offer on 
Friday of amnesty to most Kurds 
has been rejected- by Kurdish 
groups. 

“Food-laden trucks are leaving 
continuously for the northern re- 
gion," Mr. Saleh said. 

“Thirtyfive trucks left the day 
before yesterday and 100,000 
loaves of bread, plus one tin of 
baby milk for each child, are 
being distributed daily to those 
returning to the northern region 


since four days ago." he added. 

The minister said food would 
be delivered to each family in the 
northern Kurdish cities of 
Sulaimaniyah, Erbil and Dohuk. 
Iraq said on Wednesday that 
13.000 people had already re- 
turned to Sulaimaniyah, one of 
the main centres of Kurdish un- 
rest. 

The chairman of the Iraqi Red 
Crescent Society, Ibrahim Al 
Nouri, told INA Tuesday the 
distribution of food and medi- 
cines to “the sons of our Kurdish 
people in the north’’ began im- 
mediately after the Iraqi army 
recaptured the area from the 
rebels last week. 

Turkey and Iran are appealing 
for international help to cope 
with the influx of refugees. 

Britain has proposed estab- 
lishing a United Nations- 
protected sanctuary for the re- 
fugees in northern Iraq but Bagh- 
dad rejected the offer, describing 
it as a conspiracy against Iraq's 
sovereignty and interference in its 
intemaF affairs. 

Thousands of refugees in main- 
ly Shiite southern Iraq fled to 
Iran when their parallel rebellion 
was stamped out by the Iraqi 
army. 

Iraq has openly accused Iran of 
orchestrating the rebellion in the 
south and sending armed zealots 
to fight the Iraqi army. Shiite Iran 
denies any direct involvement in 
the rebellion. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said on Wednesday that 


refugees arriving at its southern 
border were still reporting clashes 
between rebels and troops in the 
south. 

Iraq's ambassador to Ankara 
pledged that his country will help 
Turkey distribute aid to the re- 
fugees crowded along their bor- 
der. the Turkish Foreign Ministry 
announced. 

In another development, the 
semi-official Anatolia news agen- 
cy reported that two Iraqi re- 
fugees were crushed to death 
Tuesday when aid packages from 
Western planes fell on them. 

Military officials from the Un- 
ited States and France, the only 
two countries who conducted air- 
drops Tuesday, said they had no 
information on the report and 
that their planes were not flying 
over the site identified in the 
dispatch. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Murat Sungar told reporters 
Wednesday thaL Iraq's ambassa- 
dor had informed Turkish offi- 
cials that his country was willing 
to help transfer international aid 
to the refugees. 

Iraq's ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations, Abdul Amir Al 
Anbari, said earlier his govern- 
ment would cooperate with a 
U.N. team due in Iraq soon to 
study the Kurds’ plight. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Saadoun 
Hammadi on Tuesday accused 
Iran and Turkey of interfering in 
his country's internal business 

(Continued on page 5) 


New Iraqi cabinet U.S. warns 
holds fir st meeting 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq’s 
new cabinet, at its first session on 
Wednesday, discussed the politic- 
al situation, reconstruction after 
the Gulf war and the recent rebel- 
lious in the north and south. 

Baghdad Radio quoted In- 
formation Minister Hamid 
Yousef Hammoudi as saying it 
approved outline plans to rebuild 
damage caused by the U.S-led 
allies and internal rioting in 
southern and northern Iraq. 

Over a million people have fled 
to Iran or Turkey since gov- 
ernment troops crushed rebel- 
lions in the Kurdish north and 
mainly Shiite Muslim south after 
the war ended on Feb. 28. 

Mr. Hammoudi said the 
cabinet formed a committee due 
to meet on Saturday to set priori- 
ties for reconstruction. 

The cabinet was chaired by 
Saadoun Hammadi, appointed 
prime minister last month in a 
reshuffle by President Saddam 
Hussein. He is the first prime 
minister to head the cabinet since 
the Baath Party came to power in 
July 1968. 


Iraq has said it plans to intro- 
duce multi-party democracy. 

Baghdad Radio said the legisla- 
tive council of the autonomous 
region of Kurdistan would hold 
its first meeting in Erbil, northern 
Iraq, since the Gulf war began on 
Jan. 17. 

The newspaper of the Baath 
Party Wednesday indirectly 
attacked the interior minister, 
speaking of a national security 
scandal in his ministry. 

The newspaper Al TTiawra said 
confidential documents on Iraq's 
security and relations with fore- 
ign countries were still strewn in 
the streets of Baghdad since the 
ministry for local government was 
bombed during the Gulf war. 

President Saddam appointed 
his cousin Ali Hassan Al Majeed 
interior minister on March 6 to 
crush the rebellions. The local 
government ministry’ he formerly 
headed was absorbed into the 
Interior Ministry. 

"Anyone passing by the local 
government building can pick up 

(Coatxniwd on page 5) 


Kuwaiti opposition 
vows unity, pressure 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's 
opposition groups, impatient for 
early elections, are counting on 
the gradual return of pro- 
democracy leaders from exile to 
add weight to their demands for 
early polls, activists said Wednes- 
day. 

The four main groups are still 
working on a united response to 
last Sunday’s announcement by 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah, that general elections 
will be held in 1992. It may be 
finalised later this week, the 
activists said. 

Most opposition leaders have 
cautiously welcomed the emir’s 
pledge — but want polls within 
six months. 

“Elections should be held im- 
mediately,” said Ahmad Saa- 
doun, speaker of the last parlia- 
ment, dissolved by the emir in 
1986. He fled Kuwait shortly 
after the Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion 
and returned home this week. 

Ahmad Baqr of the Muslim 
fundamentalist movement Sala- 
feen said the emir’s offer was 
disappointing. “We must have 
elections first, right now, not 
postpone it for a year or more.” 

The conservative Muslim 
Brotherhood and the liberal 


Kuwait Democratic Forum 
(KDF) want the emir to set a 
dear date for elections and to 
make it next Janaary at the latest. 

A cabinet minister said this 
week the polls would probably 
not take place until August or 
September next year. 

The process could not get 
• started until 400,000 Kuwaitis 
abroad — more than half the 
emirate's citizens — come home, 
and they were not expected back 
until the end of this year. Cabinet 
Affairs Minister Abdul Rahm an 
Al A wadi said. 

Activists who stayed in Kuwait 
during the seven-month Iraqi 
occupation warmly welcomed the 
recent return of Mr. Saadoun and 
Sami Al Menais, a socialist pan- . 
Arab leader. 

"When tire other (former) de- 
puties return and Dr. Ahmad Al 
Khateeb bolds meetings, you will 
see hundreds of people attending. 
Their voice will put even greater 
pressure on the authorities,” one 
opposition figure said. 

Dr. Khateeb, an elder states- 
man of the opposition who is still 
in exile in London, Mr. Saadoun 
and some 30 former deputies held 
seven stormy rallies in December 

(Confirmed on page 3) 


.WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States has warned 
Iraq that it must cease all military 
action near areas where Iraqi 
refugees have fled. White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Fitzwater said the warning 
applies to "all air and ground 
forces" of Iraq. He also said the 
Bush administration would seek 
additional funding from Congress 
For relief efforts. 

Mr. Fitzwater said the warning 
was issued “because we have 
people there giving out food and 
clothing.” 

He said Iraq had stopped its 
military activities in the north. 

“They have ceased military 
activity in that area,” Mr. Fitzwa- 
ter said. 

"The United States has taken 
the lead in the refugee effort,” 
Mr. Fitzwater said in disclosing 
that efforts will be made to seek 
additional aid from Congress for 
the refugees. 

“We dont have an amount 
yet... it is definitely going to be in 
the millions and millions,” the 
spokesman said. 

President George Bush last 
week said he was authorising Sll 
million in immediate U.S. aid for 
the refugees. Initial estimates say 
the effort is likely to cost at least 
$400 million. 

Mr. Fitzwater said other na- 
tions have pledged a total of $250 
' million towards the relief effort. 

Word of the U.S. warning to 
Iraq came only three days after 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker reiterated pledges not to 
become involved in the Iraqi un- 
rest. Washington had maintained 
its reluctance to intervene despite 
pleas from rebels. 

The warning was first disclosed 
by an official travelling with Mr. 
Baker on his Mideast peace mis- 
sion. The official said the aim was 
to safeguard airdrops of food, 
clothing and tents to the refugees 
that the United States began on 
Sunday. 

The warning draws a line at the 
36th parallel and covers ali of 
northern Iraq, including the cities 
of Mosul and Dohuk. Hundreds 
of thousands of Kurds live in the 
area. 

The action, in effect, asserts 
U.S. military authority in north- 
ern Iraq for the first time since 
the ceasefire. In the south, U.S. 
forces control about 15 per cent 
of Iraq. 

Iraq, its fixed-wing fighter air- 
craft banned from flying by the 
U.S.-Led allies, has been using 
helicopter gunships against the 
rebels in the north and south. 




King receives Iraqi message 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday received a message from Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. The message, delivered by 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz, dealt 
with the latest developments in the Middle East, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, said. The meeting 
was attended by Prime Minister Mudar Bad ran 


and Iraqi ambassador to Jordan Ismail Al Weis. 
The Iraqi News Agency (INA) said the Iraqi 
message dealt with the “close relations between 
. the two brotherly states, Arab developments and 
questions related to the future and security of the 
Arab Nation." It gave no other details. 


Baker tries to sell idea of 
regional conference to Egypt 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE 
James Baker ran into suspicion 
and scepticism from Arab states 
on Wednesday when he began 
the task of persuading them to 
attend a regional Middle East 
peace conference with Israel. 

Mr.- Baker flew to Cairo from 
Israel, where he agreed on the 
concept of holding such a confer- 
ence. But key details on who 
should attend and what should be 
discussed remained unresolved. 

Initial reaction in the Arab 
World was wary. Egypt and Syria 
restated their preference for a full 
international peace conference 
under United Nations auspices. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) said the plan 
seemed to fall short of expecta- 
tions because it tried to bypass 
the PLO and U.N. resolutions. 

Khaled Al Hassan. a leading 
member of the mainstream PLO 
group Fateh, said the PLO in- 
sisted on a full international con- 
ference based on U.N. Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. 

The resolutions call for Israeli 
withdrawal from territories occu- 
pied in 1967 in exchange for 


secure and recognised borders. 

The U.S.-Israeli plan, agreed 
in principle on Tuesday during a 
visit by Mr. Baker, aims to pave 
the way for bilateral talks be- 
tween Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours, a senior U.S. official said. 

The form Palestinian would 
take and the relationship between 
the regional conference and the 
United Nations system remain 
unclear. 

But Mr.. Hassan said he 
thought the whole idea of a re- 
gional conference was miscon- 
ceived. 

“This is the most stupid idea 
because they (the Israelis and the 
United States) will be talking to 
the wrong people. What do Saudi 
Arabia and Abu Dhabi have to 
do with the Palestinian prob- 
lem?” he said. 

The regional conference would 
bring together Israel. Egypt. 
Syria, Jordan, the Gulf states.and 
the Soviet Union with the United 
States in the chair, Arab diploma- # 
tic sources say. Some Palesti- 
nians would also take part. 

A senior PLO diplomat was 
less willing to dismiss the new 
ideas out of hand. “On such a 
crucial issue, some reflection and 


thought is culled for. lt*s not a 
time for hasty decisions." 

“The .basic thing from our 
point of view is that any solution 
must be based on U.N. resolu- 
tions. It’s not yet clear if that 
would be the case.” he added. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak was ready to confront 
Mr. Baker with a five-point plan 
of his own calling for Israel to 
relinquish land in order to gain 
Arab recognition. 

Other provisions in Mr. 
Mubarak's plan included a halt to 
new Israeli housing construction 
on the West Bank and in Gaza 
and the establishment of a 
Palestinian state. 

The Egyptian leader did not 
rule out the regional peace con- 
ference proposed by the Israeli 
government — provided it was to 
lead to an international confer- 
ence. 

Israel’s plan would have the 
conference held under U.S. au- 
spices. preferably in Washington, 
with the Soviet Union a partici- 
pant. 

Reporters travelling with Mr. 
Baker were told the Soviets 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Formal 

Gulf 

ceasefire 

takes 

effect 

today 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The first members of the new 
1,440-strong U.N. monitoring 
force for the Iraq-Kuawait border 
will arrive in Kuwait City Friday, 
officials said. 

An advance party of military 
and political officers was to leave 
New York Wednesday, U.N. 
spokesman Francois Giuliani 
said. 

Meanwhile, Security Council 
diplomats said that an official 
ceasefire in the Gulf war is due to 
take effect at 10 a.m. EDT (1400 
GMT) Thursday. 

Members of the council re- 
ceived copies of the Iraqi parlia- 
ment’s decision Saturday to 
accept the council’s permanent 
ceasefire conditions. 

The two-line statement said the 
body accepts Security Council 
Resolution 687. passed April 3, 
which requires Iraq to pay for war 
damages and destroy its weapons 
of mass destruction. 

The council bad been prepared . 
to declare the ceasefire on Tues- 
day, but at the last minute de- 
cided it needed to see whether 
the Iraqi parliament had express* 
ed any reservations or conditions 
on its acceptance. 

Since the Iraqi parliament 
dearly accepted the resolution 
unconditionally, diplomats said 
they foresaw no problem with 
declaring the official ceasefire on 
Thursday morning. The ceasefire 
automatically takes effect at 10 
a.m. if no council members ob- 
ject before them. 

The Security Council -planned 
to hold private consultations 
Wednesday afternoon on the 
composition of the U.N. Iraq- 
Kuwait Observation Mission. 
(UNIKOM). 

All five permanent Security 
Counci] members — the United 
States, the Soviet Union, France 
and China — have offered offic- 
ers for UNIKOM. 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar and council diplomats 

(Coatimed on page 3) 


Arens hopes for Arab 
acceptance of new idea 


Minsk workers challenge 
Gorbachev’s ban on strikes 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Israeli Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens said Wednesday he was 
optimistic Arab governments will 
agree to a regional conference 
that could lead to bilateral nego- 
tiations with Israel. 

In a televised interview, Mr. 
Arens said direct talks with Egypt 
had produced a peace treaty and 
he was optimistic similar talks 
with other countries could be 
equally successful. 

“We have some degree of 
optimism that if other Arab coun- 
tries were to be ready to sit down 
with us, we could arrive with a 
settlement with them,” Mr. 
Arens said. 

Israel will enter the talks with- 
out preconditions, such as a Land- 
for-peacc settlement of the 
Palestinian question, he said. In- 
dividual peace treaties with Jor- 
dan, Syria, Lebanon, Saadi Ara- 
bia and countries further away 
from its borders could be the 
beginning of a comprehensive 
Middle East peace agreement,” 
Mr. Arens said. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker won Israel's agreement in 
principle to the regional meeting 
after two days of talks with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. He left 
Wednesday for Egypt to seek 
support for the meeting and will 
then go to Syria for the same 
purpose. 

In a separate interview, Israeli 
government spokesman Avi Paz- 
ner said he did not believe reports 
that Egypt had already rejected 
tiie idea and would wait to see the 
outcome of Mr. Baker's talks in 
Cairo. 

VI would not take this no for an 
answer,” he said. 

Mr. Arens said after the one- 


time meeting of representatives 
of Arab countries and Israel, 
attended by the United States 
and the Soviet Union, the confer- 
ence would break into groups for 
direct, bilateral negotiations with 
Israel. 

“That (is) something that we 
have been wanting to do now for 
many years. We did this with 
Egypt and did arrive at a peace 
treaty,” he said. 

Mr. Arens reiterated the Israeli 
opposition to meeting with repre- 
sentatives of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO). The 
Palestinian issue, Mr. Arens said, 
should be diseased with elected 
r e p r esent a tives of the Palestinian 
people living in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

A precondition placed upon 
Israel to give up territory to solve 
the Palestinian problem would 
not work, he said. 

“I think the attempt to intro- 
duce a formula that makes it 
incumbent upon Israel to make 
territorial concessions can only 
torpedo the whole process.” 

An Israeli politician and mem- 
ber of the government was 
quoted by a German magazine on 
Wednesday as saying all Palesti- 
nians should be expelled from the 
occupied territories. 

Rehavam Zeevi, head of the 
small right-wing. Moklet party, 
said Israel should emulate 
Czechoslovakia’s expulsion of 
ethnic Germans from the Su- 
detenland region after World 
War IL 

“(Czechoslovak President 
Eduard) Bencs sent more than 
three million Germans 

from tbe Sudeten! and to Germany 

( Copt fa m e d on page 3) 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Tens of 
thousands of workers took to the 
streets of tbe Byelorussian capital 
Minsk Wednesday, dismissing 
economic coocesaons by local 
officials and challenging Presi- 
dent MQchafl Gorbachev’s prop- 
osed ban on prot e sts. 

A spokesman for the strikers 
said much of the city was at a 
standstill, with workers at 66 en- 
terprises abandoning their morn- 
ing shifts in a massive wildcat 
protest to demand the resignation 
of Mr. Gorbachev and republican 
leaders. 

Other enterprises, mdirdmg a 
big computer factory, joined the 
protest later in tbe day, swelling 
the number of idle plants. 

But transport and other vital 
services were operating normally, 
under a special decision by strike 
leaders, spokesman Grigory 
Gvozdik told Renters. 

“The strike committee has de- 
cided to continue until tbe gov- 
ernment agrees to bold talks,” 
Mr. Gvozdik said, hours after a 
delegation of workers was rebuf- 
fed by local leaders. 

Georgian lawmakers on Tnes- 
day Unanimously voted to restore 


Georgian iixJepexkleace based on 
its statehood declaration of 1918, 
three years before being forcibly 
absorbed into the Soviet Union. 
Georgians voted overwhelmingly 
on March 31 to secede from the 
Soviet Union. 

The declaration made the re- 
public of 5-3 million the fourth in 
the Soviet Union to declare inde- 
pendence, after the Baltic states 
of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. 
All 11 other republics have de- 
clared greater sdf-rnle without 
asserting outright independence. 

Georgian leader Zviad Gam- 
sakhnrdia said in a letter Wednes- 
day to Mr. Gorbachev that Geor- 
gia was ready to work out new 
political -and ec o no m ic relations 
with Soviet officials in Moscow, 
news reports said. 

“Consid eri n g your personal in- 
vestment in the well-received 
changes in Eastern Europe and 
the world, and also your repeated 
expression of goodwill to the 
people of Georgia, I express the 
hope that you will ultimately ful- 
fill your principles of democracy 
and recognise Georgia as an inde- 
pendent sovereign state,” Mr. 
Gamsakhurdfo's letter sakL 
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2 Middle East News 


Iranian guards say they will not 
leave Lebanon until Israel does 


JORDAN TIMES, 



BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
commander of some 2.000 Ira- 
nian Revolutionary Guards in 
eastern Lebanon says they will 
stay until Israel withdraws its 
forces from the country. 

“.As long as Israel is present we 
remain. But if Israel pulls out 
from Lebanon then that is 
another matter,” Hadt Reza 
Askari told Beirut's Al Safir 

newspaper in a rare interview 
published on Wednesday. 

He denied that the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards had any 
link with the kidnappers of 12 
Westerners believed held in 
Lebanon and said that their 
humanitarian duty was to free all 
hostages. 

The government of President 
Elias Hrawi has ordered all mili- 
tias to disarm by the end of April 
or risk being attacked by 
Lebanese and Syrian troops. 

Some officials have indicated 
that the Iranians are included 
among armed groups in Lebanon 
which should surrender their guns 
but others have said they will 
allow fighters who attack Israeli 
targets inside Lebanon to keep 
their weapons. 

Israel holds a “security zone” 
in South Lebanon and says its 
troops will stay until a strong 
government in Beirut and the 
Lebanese army can end guerrilla 
raids across the Jewish state's 
border. 

“We agree that all weapons (in 
Lebanon) point to Israel.” said 
Mr. Askari. who argued that the 
Iranians were exempt from the 
government order as they were 
not a militia but resistance fight- 
ers. 

“We are not a militia. We came 
on the orders of the Imam (the 
late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini) and in coordination 
with Syria and at the invitation 

Japanese 
to tap 
fossi 
water 
in Oman 

MUSCAT (AP) — Japanese soil 
scientists want to find out if water 
deep beneath the sands of East- 
ern Arabia can make the desert 
bloom, according to a project 
spokesman. 

A six-man team from Tokyo, 
sponsored by ihe Japan Interna- 
tional Cooperation Agency, 
wants to use the deep ground 
water to irrigate an experimental 
farm deep in the arid Nejd steepe 
in southern Oman, said Susumu 
Tanaka, speaking on behalf of 
the group. 

Oman covers a land area of 
nearly 272,000 square kilometres 
and is the third largest country on 
the Arabian Peninsula after Saudi 
Arabia and unified Yemen. Two 
thirds of Oman consists desert. 

Driving sands and blinding 
glare combine with relentless 50 
degrees Celsius (124 Fahrenheit! 
temperatures across the harsh 
and stony Nejd in summer. 

The Japanese research work is 
currently focused on an 9.0U0 
square-kilometre tract of sand 
150 kilometres north of the pro- 
vincial capital Salalah at Dawkah. 
where they hope to Finish the 
desert experiment by November. 

“The aim is to utilise fossil 
water (deep ground waterj to set 
up a pilot, desert farm cultivating 
experimental corps,” Mr. Tanaka 
said. "Following this prototype, 
farmlands could be spread, sup- 
ported by sound irrigation sys- 
tems, and a viable agricultural 
development programme could 
be established for the area.” 
The pilot farm is to be estab- 
lished on a 50-hcctare tract. The 
Japanese team hopes to deter- 
mine if there is enough water 
deep in the earth to support such 
projects. 


of the Lebanese people to train 
the people.” Mr. Askari said. 

The Revolutionary Guards 
were sent to Lebanon via Syria in 
1982 during the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon and are based in the 
Bekaa Valley town of Baalbek, 
70 kilometres east of Beirut. 

They train groups including the 
5.000-strong pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah (Party of God). Hizbollah 
members are believed to hold 
hostage most of the 12 Wester- 
ner kidnapped in Lebanon. 

He said the question of 
whether the guards would aban- 
don their stronghold in the 
Sheikh Abdallah barracks near 
Baalbek was a matter to be set- 
tled between Beirut, Tehran 
and Damascus. 

The barracks are suspected by 
some Western diplomats to be 
one of the places where Western 
hostages have been held. 

Asked when the Western hos- 
tages in Lebanon would be free. 
Mr. Askari said: “You have to 
ask those holding the hostages.” 
“If those Muslims which we 
have a relationship with have 
taken hostages because of par- 
ticular situations, this is not evi- 
dence that we are linked with the 
matter.” Mr. Askari added. 

“Our humanitarian duty (says) 
we should help free the hos- 
tages... purely from our human 
consciousness there is no differ- 
ence between Lebanese, Palesti- 
nian. American or Western hos- 
tages.” 

Mr. Askari said that the 
hostage-takers were “small 
groups which have no relation to 
major parties.” He repeated de- 
nials made by Hizbollah that it 
was involved in kidnapping the 
Westerners. 

He said better relations be- 
tween the United States and Iran 
depended on Washington re- 


leasing frozen Iranian assets and 
treating Tehran on an equal foot- 
ing. 

“America is an aggressor. It 
tyrannised people and helps 
Israel. Death to America. Amer- 
ica should abandon all these mat- 
ters to have a relationship with us 
(Iran)," he said. 

Washington froze some $11 bil- 
lion in Iranian assets after its 
embassy in Tehran was stormed 
in November 1975. 

The United States says an im- 
provement in relations depends 
on Tehran helping to free the 
Western hostages held in Leba- 
non. 

Another Beirut daily, the con- 
servative Al Diyar, said new 
efforts were under way to gain 
freedom for a Shi'ite Muslim 
cleric held by Israel before ‘Eid 
Al Fitr, which falls next week. 

Al Diyar quoted unnamed 
sources as saying Sheikh Abdul 
Karim Obeid, who was abducted 
by Israeli paratroopers from his 
home in Jibsbeet in South Leba- 
non in 1989, would be freed with 
a group of Lebanese and Palesti- 
nian prisoners. Al Diyar does not 
have a record of accurate report- 
ing on the hostages. 

The release of Sheikh Obeid, a 
fundamentalist cleric linked to 
the Hizbollah, has been deman- 
ded by hostage-holding factions 
as a prelude to freeing the Wes- 
terners. 

Mr. Askari's interview marked 
the first time a commander of the 
Revolutinary Guards in Lebanon 
spoke to the press since the con- 
tingent arrived in the Bekaa Val- 
ley in 1982. Mr. Askari, who S3id 
he took command of the guards 
in Lebanon two years ago, also 
allowed his photograph to be 
taken. 


Kuwait concerned at slow 
progress in fighting fires 


AHMADI. Kuwait (R) — 
Kuwait’s oil minister has voiced 
concern at slow progress in dous- 
ing 500 oil wells and said an 
international effort was needed. 

“It has been somewhat slow. 
I’m .concerned about it. But I 
r .think the companies are doing 
their best to. move, much faster.” 
Rashid Al Ameeri told reporters. 
, j He was showing British Trade 
and- .Industry Secretary Peter Lil- 
ley around the blazing Ahmadj 
oilfield near Kuwait City. 

More than 500 were on fire and 
about 80 more were gushing oil, 
creating a huge environmental 
hazard and putting Kuwait's oil 
industry out of action when 
the Gulf war ended in February. 

About six million barrels of oil 
a day. or five million dollars an 
hour, are being lost. Mr. Ameeri 
said. 

U.S. firefighting companies 
I called in to tackle the disaster had 
so far capped 23 wells and two 
fires had been put out. he said. 
He said some of the delay in 
fighting the fires had been be- 
cause of lack of equipment. 

“Now the equipment is arriv- 
ing, the water has arrived from 
the sea. So the work is proceed- 
ing and we hope to go at a faster 
pace very soon,” he said. 

He said the problem experts 
were facing was not putting out 
the fires, which took just a few 
seconds, but in capping the wells. 
Many wellheads were shattered 
by explosives, he said. 

Mr. Ameeri said Kuwait would 
listen to anyone with ideas on 
how to tackle the blazing wells 
and not just the three U.S. and 
one Canadian fire-fighting com- 
pany here so far. 

“It's an international problem. 
Never in history has a problem of 
this magnitude taken place. We 
understand it needs efforts from 
different countries to put it out." 
he said. 

“We are opening the floor for 
everybody. This is a big crisis. We 
are discussing it with the British, 
the French, the Iranians, the 
Chinese. We are opening the 


door for any experience, anybody 
with new ideas," he said. 

He said he had set up a com- 
mittee to study new ideas for 
fighting oil fires and had so far 
received 250 ideas. “If there’s a 
quick way for capping the well, 
we'd be glad to discuss it, with 
anybody," he said. 

He said it would take a few 
months for Kuwait to get -back to 
producing the 50,000 to. .60, 000 
barrels of oil a day it needs to 
meet domestic consumption. 

But he said he could not esti- 
mate how long it would take to 
return to its pre-invasion produc- 
tion level of 1.5 million barrels 
■per day. 

The firefighters estimate it will 
take 18 months to cap all of the 
blazing or gushing wells. 

Mr. Ameeri said he was con- 
cerned about possible lasting 
damage to oil reservoirs caused 
by water sweeping into them. 

EC to give $l2m 

The European Commission is 
to give up to $12 million to help 
fitht the fires raging in Kuwait, a 
commission official said on Tues- 
day. 

The commission, the European 
Commuinirv's execuzive body, 
was due to unveil the package, 
which will be fixed somewhere 
between S8 and $12 million, at a 
news conference after its regular 
meeting Wednesday, the official 
told Reuters. 

It is also considering whether 
to offer a further $8.5 million to 
combat sea and air pollution and 
fund research into the long-term 
effects of the fires and program- 
mes to deal with health problems 
arising from the environmental 
disaster caused by the Gulf war. 

Officials at the commission said 
ir was still not sure to whom the 
money would be given. 

Environment Commissioner 
Carlo Ripa di Meana is expected 
to call for a meeting of oil com- 
panies and European firms which 
could take on the fire-fighting job 
to decide how some of the money 
would be used, they said. 


Sadruddin 
Aga Khan 
heads U.N. 
Gulf relief 
operations 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, a 

veteran troubleshooter, was 

named Tuesday to oversee all i 
U.N. humanitarian operations in 
Iraq and Kuwait, and on Iraq's 
borders with Turkey and Iran, I 
where hundreds of thousands of i 
refugees have fled in recent 
weeks. 

Prince Sadruddin. 58, is a for- 
mer U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees and until last December 
was coordinator of U.N. aid and 
economic programmes for war- 
ravaged Afghanistan. 

The United Nations also 
announced that Eric Suy, a for- 
mer director general of the U.N. 
office in Geneva, would head a 
fact-finding mission to the Kur- 
dish region of northern Iraq to 
report on the plight of the 
population, as called for in a 
Security Council resolution last 
Friday. 

Mr. Suy, 57, has also served as 
the U.N.'s chief legal official and 
is now counsellor to the foreign 
minister of Belgium. 

He is expected to travel to 
Geneva soon to prepare a team 
and plans to arrive in the region 
before the end of the week. 
Baghdad has said it welcomes his 
mission. 

The Paris-born Sadruddin step- 
ped down only last month as the 
U.N. secretary general's personal 
representative for humanitarian 
assistance relating to the Golf 
crisis. 

It was widely reported at the 
time that be was angered that the 
task of heading a mission to 
survey the effects of the Gulf war 
on Iraq and Kuwait was given to 
another senior official. Under- 
secretary General Martti Ahti- 
saari. 

Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Ceullar said Prince Sadruddin 
was being appointed to the new 
post, as his executive delegate, 
“in view of the exceptional 
dimensions of the human tragedy 
unfolding- in the-region and the 
need, for urgent measures by the 
U.N. system.” 

Prince Sadruddin, who will be 
based in Geneva, will have a wide 
mandate, assisted by a small staff 
drawn from various U.N. agen- 
cies. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar himself, 
meanwhile, reacted cautiously 
when asked about a British prop- 
osal. backed by the European 
Community, for the establish- 
ment of a LLN. -protected safe 
haven near Iraq's border with 
Turkey for the thousands of 
Kurds. 

The secretary general told re- 
porters he preferred not to pass 
judgement on matters being consi- 
dered by the Security Council, 
adding: “But I share with the 
Europeans and others the great 
concern about the fate of the 
Kurds — not only the Kurds, we 
have to remember that there are 
also the Shi’ites who are involved 
in this unfortunate situation.” 

Asked whether there was a 
solid basis for establishing such an 
enclave inside Iraq, he said there 
was “always the problem of in- 
terference in the internal affairs 
of member countries. That is the 
old problem with everything 
which refers to human rights." 

For some, he said, respect for 
human rights should authorise 
governments to go beyond the 
rule of non-interference while for 
others the non-interference rule 
was paramount. 

Bur noting that Iraq had 
opposed the setting up of any 
such zone, he said that would 
make it more difficult to imple- 
ment. “But I hope that some 
formula will be found in order to 
protect the Kurds and the 
Shi'ites.” Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
added. 


Text of draft approving 
U.N. Iraq-Kuwait unit 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — Fol- 
lowing is the text of a resolution, 
adopted unanimously by the 
Security Council Tuesday, 
approving plans for a U.N. Iraq- 
Kuwait Observation Mission 
(UNIKOMJ to patrol a demilita- 
rised zone on either side of the 
Iraq-Kuwait border: 

The Security Council, 
Recalling its Resolution 687 
(1991), 

Acting under Chapter VTI of 

the Chapter, 

1. Approves the repon of the 
secretary general on the imple- 
mentation of paragraph 5 of 
Security Council Resolution 6S7 


(1991)- in document S/22454 and 
add. 1-3 of April 5, 1991; 

2. Notes that the decision to set 
up the observer unit was taken in 
paragraph 5 of Resolution 687 
(1991) and can only be termi n a t ed 
by a decision of the council. The 
council shall therefore review the 
question of termination or con- 
tinuation every slx months; 

3. Decides that the modalities 
for the initial six-month period of 
the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait 
Observation Mission shall be as 
set out in accordance with the 
above-mentioned report and shall 
also be reviewed every six 
months. 


Syrians spell out 
uncompromising stand 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
Wednesday spelt out an uncom- 
promising stand ahead of a Mid- 
dle East peace mission by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and charged Israel was trying to 
sabotage Mr. Baker’s initiative. 

Official newspapers said Syria 
would accept nothing less than 
resolutions adopted by the U.N. 
Security Council calling for an 
international peace conference 
and withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from occupied Arab territories. 

They urged the United States 
and world community to use all 
means, including military action, 
to implement the resolutions. 

Mr. Baker is expected in 
Damascus on Thursday. The 
backing of Syria. Israel's most 
implacable foe. is crucial for his 
mission. 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad, trying to coordinate the 
Arab position in Middle East 
peace diplomacy, sent his Foreign 
Minister Farouq Al Sharaa to 
Egypt for talks Tuesday. 

Mr. Baker has agreed in princi- 
ple with Israel to work for a 
regional, peace conference to be 
chaired by the- United States and 
attended by Israel, the Soviet 
Union and Arab states. 

Syrian editorials apparently 
setting the atmosphere for the 
Baker visit did not refer specifi- 
cally to the regional gathering but 


‘Iraq used AtjbtaTinaunce 
to develop arjps industry’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Loans 
from an Italian-owned bank in 
Atlanta helped Iraq acquire che- 
mical, biological and nuclear 
weapons technology, an expert in 
third world weapons proliferation 
was told the U.S. Congress. 

Seth Carus, a research fellow at 
the Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy, told the House Bank-' 
ing Committee that Iraq stepped 
up its acquisition of unconven- 
tional weapons following its war 
with Iran, even though the war 
had drained its financial re- 
sources. 

In the two years after the war 
ended in 1988, according to a 
347-count federal indictment re- 
turned in February, the Atlanta 
branch of the Banca Nazionale 
del Lavoro made more than $2 
billion in unsecured, unautho- 
rised industrial loans to Iraq. 

The previous two years, 
according to the indictment, 
BNL-Atlanta had made nearly $2 
billion in unauthorised loans, 
guaranteed by the U.S. govern- 
ment, to finance U.S. farm ex- 
ports to Iraq. 

In another development among 
the post-mortems on the Gulf 
war, the New York Times said 
Wednesday that the White House 
had instructed Commerce Secret- 
ary Robert Mosbacfaer to fire 
under-secretary Dennis E. 
Kloske for telling Congress on 
Monday that the administration 
had ignored his warnings to de- 
duce the flow of advanced tech- 
nology to Traq. 

Mr. Kloske. undersecretary for 
export administration, declined 
to comment when reached by 
telephone in Belgium, and both 


the White House and the Com- 
merce Department denied that 
such an instruction had been 
given, the newspaper said. 

A federal grand jury in Atlanta 
is still investigating whether any 
of the more than $4 billion in 
unauthorised BNL loans was 
used by Iraq to finance purchase 
of weapons themselves, as 
opposed to civilian technology 
useful for making weapons. 

“The real significance of the 
BNL affair is that if Iraq had not 
been able to get the financial 
resources to support its activities, 
it would not have been able to do 
a lot of these things,” Mr. Carus 
said. 

Much of the high technology 
equipment sold to Iraq by U.S. 
companies in the late 1980s, for 
example, went to Iraq's Saad 16 
complex, a ballistic missile de- 
velopment centre at Mosul, Mr. 
Carus said. 

Congressman Henry Gonzles. 
chairman of the House Banking 
Committee, released a list of 
nearly 300 companies, more than 
100 of them American, that got 
BNL-Atlanta financing for con- 
tracts to supply Iraq with such 
things as chemicals, hydraulic 
truck-mounted cranes, furnaces, 
and tool manufacturing plants. 

Neither Mr. Gonzalez, whose" 
committee has been investigating 
the BNL scandal for more than 
six months, nor any of seven 
witnesses who testified Tuesday 
provided any new evidence to 
support Mr. Gonzalez’ suggestion 
that some government officials 
may have known that BNL 
financing was being used ro arm 
Iraq. 


Afghan president vows 

to retake fallen town 


said Syria still supported an inter- 
national conference. 

“Israel would be gravely mis- 
taken if she thinks for a second 
that Arabs could accept an in- 
complete solution. They want full 
rights as mentioned in the inter- 
national resolutions.” Ai Baath. 
newspaper of the ruling Baath 
Party, said in a front-page com- 
ment. 

Al Baath and another official 
daily, Tishreen. launched a se- 
vere attack on Israel, accusing it 
of foiling Mr. Baker's efforts with 
a flurry" of statements rejecting 
the peace conference and the 
return of occupied territories. 

“After these statements what 
have the Israeli leaders left for 
Baker?” Al Baath asked. 

"There should be serious inter- 
national action to put an end to 
all aggressive policies by any par- 
ty and to work to implement 
U.N. resolutions even if this led 
to what used during the Gulf war 
to implement these resolutions 

Tishreen said that instead of 
searching for peace. Israel was 
pursuing expansionist policies by 
bringing thousands of Soviet Jew- 
ish immigrants into the region. 

Israeli leaders really wanted “to 
set up greater Israel at *he ex- 
pense of the Arab lands and by 
expelling more Arabs," Tishreen 
said. 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) 
Afghan Pres dent Najibuliah has 
vowed that his government will 
retake the eastern town of Khost 
from rebels who captured it 11 
days ago. 

He also said the Western- 
backed 'rebels would not be 
allowed to turn the town near the 
Pakistani border into their base, 
the official Bakhtar news agency 
said Wednesday. 

“We not only have decided to 
reoccupy Khost, but will achieve 
victories in other directions and 
will inflict crushing blows on (re- 
bel) extremists ” Bakhtar. moni- 
tored in Islamabad, quoted him 
as saying in a speech in Kabul 
Monday. 

Khost was captured on March 
31 after two weeks of intense 
fighting, Kabul accuses Pakistani 
armed forces of being directly 
involved in the fighting but Pakis- 
tan. the main conduit for 
weapons supplies to the rebels, 
denies the charge. 

“Khost has been destroyed, no 
one lives in it,” Mr. Najibuliah 
said. “I am decisively stating that 
the extremists would not be able 
to set up their base there.” 

He accused Pakistan of want- 
ing to convert Khost into what he 
called a “nest of pro-Pakistani 
elements” and to transfer theiT 
ammunition depots there. 

“But they must know the 
Afghans will never allow them to 
do so. You will witness today or 
tomorrow the steadfastness and 
bravery of the sons of Afghanis- 
tan's tribes and nationalities,” he 
said. 

Pakistan plays host to major 
guerrilla groups ■who have fought 
the Kabul government for 12 
years. Khost has remained under 
rebel siege for most of the war. 

Thousands of Afghan govern- 
ment soldiers captured by insur- 
gents in the battle for Khost have 


peer) fold to embrace Islam and 
denounce communism or be kil- 
led. guerrilla sources said. 

In the past. Islamic fun- 
damentalists among the guerrillas 
have slaughtered captured 
Afghan soldiers. 

The resistance scheduled } 
news conference for Wednesday 
in the Pakistani border city of 
Miranshah to parade four Afghan 
generals captured in Khost. The 
generals were to publicly con- 
demn the Kabul government, 
confess their past mistakes and 
embarce Islam, the rebels said. 

After the guerrillas overran 
Khost March 31, their supporters 
moved quickly to pre-empt re- 
venge killings of the more than 
2.000 captured soldiers. 

“It proves that the Mujabe- 
deen are honest in their promise 
of general amnesty,” said 
Minhaj, a guerrilla spokesman 
who like most Afghans uses only 
one name. 

“We have asked them to re- 
pent and they will — even if ifi 
just to save their lives. Nobody 
will cling to communism once 
they have been captured," said . 
Hamid Karzai. another guerrilla 
spokesman in the Pakistani bor- 
der city of Peshawar. 

Insurgents have been strug- 
gling to establish a civil adminis- 
tration in Khost that would hand- 
le the prisoners. But so far, 
sources said, the feuding guerrilla- - 
factions are jealously guarding 
their captives. 

The rebels fear that any prison- 
ers who are released will return to 
Afghanistan to resume fighting 
against the guerrillas. 

“Most of the Mujahedeen are 
keeping their prisoners to make 
sure they don’t return to fight 
with the Kabul regime,” said 
Shauherat Nangyal, a spokesman 
for Jalaluddin Haqqani, the most 
powerful commander at Khost. 



Austrian foreign minister in Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — Austrian Foreign Minister Alois Mock arrived in 
Cairo Wednesday for talks on Middle East peace prospects and 
post-Gulf war aid to Egypt, Foreign Mimstry officials said. The 
two-day visit coincided with U.S. Secretary of State James Baker’s 
regional tour in renewed search of Arab-Israeli peace. The U.S. 
embassy said Mr. Baker was to meet Mr. Mode later in the day 
after, b?.. arrived from . Israel. Mr. Mock will discuss economic 
assistance to Egypt as one of the 'countries Worst hit' try the Gulf 
crisis- He wiRaisoopep a meeting of Atatrian^envoys.in the region. 

Cypriot president to meet with Major 

NICOSIA (AP) — Cypriot President George Vasafiou will meet 
with British Prime Minister John Major Thursday to discuss the 
problem of divided Cyprus, the semi-official Cyprus News Agency 
said. Mr. Vassffiou was to leave for London on Wednesday nigh t 
and will be in England for a week, meeting British officials and 
members of the Cypriot expatriate community, the agency said. 
The Cypriot leader has a meeting scheduled with Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd and is expected to see former Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, it said. He will be accompanied by Foreign 
Minister George Iacovon. Both the United Nations and European 
Community have made recent efforts to solve the longstanding 
Cyprus problem. The island has been divided since a 1974 Turkish 4 
invasion prompted by a coup by Greek Cypriots who wanted onion 
with Greece. 

Polisario denies spokesman defected 

ALGIERS (R) — -The Polisario Front fighting for independence of 
the Western Sahara from Morocco, has denied that the spokesman 
for its president Mohainud Abdul Aziz had defeced to Rabat 
Brahun Hakim, the Polisario representative in Algiers, told a local 
radio station the spokesman, Moustapha Booh, was a Mauri tanian 
who had decided to return home. “He decided to return to his 
country where he had been working since 1989 for an electricity 
and water company,” Mr. Hakim said. Mr. Booh said on Monday 
he quit the Sahara guerrilla movement that has been trying to gain 
independence for 25 years. He urged others to do the same. Mr. 
Booh told Reuters in Paris he was returning home to Morocco on 
Wednesday. “I want all Saharans to go home," he said. “The 
Polisario leadership has no political vision. The world has changed. 
They haven’t understood a thing." Boub was a member of the 
Polisario Front’s politburo and in charge of a Polisario refugee 
camp. 

Bahrain appoints ambassador to Iran 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain has appointed an ambassador to Iran 
which has been improving its links with Gulf Arab states since 
IraqsAugust invasion of Kuwait. Emir Sheikh Isa Ben Suiman Al 
Hiairfa issued a decree appointing Hamad Ahmad Abdul Amer as 
the new envoy m Tehran, the Gulf News Agency reported. Iran 
appomtted Javad Torkabadi as ambassador to Bahrain last January 
after the two states upgraded their diplomatic ties. The move 
followed a visit to Tehran by Bahrain's Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Mubarak Al Khalifa, his first since the 1979 
revolution in Iran. 
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Doy Saints TeL 81S817 and 654932. 
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NIGHT DUTY 


It win remain cold, pardydoody ro 
cfcody and may at times, winds win 
be westerly moderate- In Aqaba. It win 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bamaa Kandshch 

Dr. Rassi Mnzawi . — 

........ 796200 

894788 

615338 

ate winds and cairn seas. 

Dr. Abdnl HacBTayyea 
Bras pharmacy — — 

661912 

778336 

Amman 9 / 17 

Aqaba — 14/20 

Deserts 8/20 

AlAscma pharmacy — 
Nairoakh pharmacy ... 
AJSflbun pharmacy — 

637055 

.623672 

636730 

... 644945 



637660 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 16. Aqaba 25. Humidity Hffi 

auUDr 

Dr. AhmodBbbiawi 

(-) 

oral 

Al Sana* pharmacy ».. 

(275825) 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. Ranrta Shahin 

KJuBfdi pharmacy — 


(-) 

985417 
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Gv£Ddcace Department.. 
Gril Defiance » 

... 661 211 
630341 


- .. 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade — 891228 

Blood Bank ... 

.„ 775121 
843402 


.... 896390 

Pobfic Security Department 

HnrWnwipfaniM 

....630321 

605800 

Price Complaints 
Water and Sewerage 

661176 
„ 897467 

Amman Municipality 
CompbOoO— 787111 


Telephone Information 
(directory asiiflttce) ....... 

Overseas Catb 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repasts 

AbdsHTdeptmRcpain 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Water Authority .... 

Jordan Bearieity Authority ... 
Electric Power 

tLI | , 

RI FKgjit htfonnatiofi C 

Queen Aim ImL AirporL C 

HOSPITALS 


-623101 
...661101 
-.773411 
..7741 II 
-.680100 
..815615 

„ 636381 
08-53200 
06-33200 


AMMAN: 

Hums Medial Centre 813813/32 

Kha&fi Maternity, J. Anm -. 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jobal Amman Maternity. 642362 

Mafias. J. Amman .. 636140 


Palestine, Shmebam 664171/4 

Shmdf^ Boapita] 669131 

Uravenjty Hospital 845844 

/ri-Mnasher Hospital 667227/9 

666127/37 

664164* 

w- — 7T710W 

SSET*— -«5 

sZiiESCLr- {WW83323 

•• (09)991071 

IJJljjf Hwprtol (09)986732 

gjSSSBLSSS 

Princea Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 

market prices 

URpeofewer price ia Ek per kg. 
Apple 850 / 750 
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Beans ........ 
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Carrot 
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450 / 400 
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150/100 
200/150 
400 /350 
300 / 250 
180/120 
280 / 200 
720/«W 
240/180 
240/190 
, 200/1* 
. 400 / 300 
. 120/ 80 
. 400/320 
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More Jordanians tell stories 
of torture and horror in Kuwait 


By Mariam M. Sfaahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

Baghdad - if ; t , s true that 

those who suffer eventually be- 
come the tormentors of others 
then Kuwait may just be a case in 
point, as is evident from torture 
marks of former residents of 
Mwait being expelled across the 
American-occupied Kuwatti- 
Iraqi border. It is obvious that 
Kuwaitis have no love lost for 
non-Kuwaiti Arabs whose gov- 
ernments did not support the 
allied war against Iraq. 

_ Reports of Palestinians, Jorda- 
nians. Sudanese. Yemeni and 
Algerian victims of torture are 
plenty in Baghdad daily as the 
torture victims transit through 
Iraqi hospitals on their wav 
home. 

Most are just happy to be alive 
and dismiss their torture marks as 
“not too serious.” But serious 
indeed they are. Despite the pre- 
sence of allied “liberation 
troops” in Kuwait, the torture 
appears to continue unabated. 

In a hospital room of the Iraqi 
Red Crescent in Baghdad lies 
Moussa Mohammad Ibrahim, a 
26-year-old Jordani3n-Palestinian 
who travelled to Kuwait at the 
beginning of January to get a 
brother and sister living in 
Kuwait out. 

Ibrahim's siblings did not have 
the necessary money to leave the 
country and Ibrahim's attempt to 
travel out of the country before 
the U.N. deadline of Jan. 15 for 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait 
failed. Before they could leave 
the borders were closed. Ibrahim 
continued to live in Kuwait with 
members of his family until 


March 17 when he was picked up 
by Kuwaiti authorities, blind- 
folded and taken away. For six 
days Ibrahim said he was beaten 
and tortured with cigarette butts. 
Ibrahim, although blindfolded for 
the six days, says he was held 
prisoner with other men who had 
Jordanian and Sudanese accents. 

No apparent reason was given 
for his arrest and after six days of 
consistent torture Ibrahim was 
released and “dumped" in the 
American-occupied Iraqi town of 
Safwan. 

From Safwan Ibrahim walked 
and hitchhiked to Baghdad where 
he was treated for wounds upon 
his arrival. 

Along with Ibrahim, two other 
Jordanian, victims share their ex- 
perience with the Jordan Times. 
Mueness Al Khatib. 24. is a 
Jordanian medical science stu- 
dent bom in Kuwait. Although 
he is a student at the University 
of Jordan. Mueness returned to 
Kuwait when he heard that his 
brother had been injured on Feb. 
IS. On February 29 Muensess 
was picked up by Kuwaiti “au- 
thorities" in the Salmia district of 
Kuwait City. He was taken blind- 
folded to a place he believes to be 
the Andalus school. There he was 
beaten with steel pipes and 
burned with cigarette butts for 
three days. From what he could 
judge there were at least 50 other 
people in the room with him. 

His torturers, who. according 
to Mueness were Kuwaitis, ac- 
cused him of being a member of 
an “organisation.” Mueness de- 
nied the charges. According to 
Mueness. his torturers were both 
military and civilian personnel. 


Omar Abdullah, 27. was bom 
in Jordan and had been working 
for a year and a half in Kuwait 
before August 2. Abdullah is the 
most brutally beaten of the three 
and apparently the most bitter. 
The blue marks all over his back 
and legs show the severity of the 
beatings he received. 

Abdullah was taken to a police 
station in Kuwait City and beaten 
on his head with a steel rod until 
he fell to the ground. Although 
Kuwaiti police hid him from an 
approaching American soldier, 
he was able to get the soldier's 
attention and finally the soldier 
told the Kuwaiti police to take 
him to a doctor. 

Abdullah bitterly recounts 
stories of an Egyptian doctor who 
was ordered to falsify a medical 
examination, officially minimis- 
ing the seriousness of his wounds, 
stories of a “school” he was taken 
to and where prisoners died of 
heart attacks while Kuwaiti 
guards played Russian roulette 
with them. 

He remembers that he heard of 
one Palestinian prisoner, called 
Yasser, who died of his torture 
wounds. Abdullah never saw 
Yasser but he heard his head fall 
with a thump on the cement floor 
when he died. 

Abdullah. like Ibrahim and 
Mueness. said they heard women 
scream in the background while 
in their “torture celfs.” but could 
not verify if the women were 
being tortured. 

Dumped in the American occu- 
pied zone of Iraq, the three 
Jordanians are now safely home 
in Jordan, but their memories of 
Kuwait, they told this reporter, 
they will never forget. 


Jordanian nurses to hold 
meeting, discuss foreign labour 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian male and 
female nurses will hold a general 
meeting at the Professional Asso- 
ciation Complex in Amman Fri- 
day to discuss the question of 
foreign nurses employed .in . the 
country. 

“The employment of foreign 
female nurses in Jordan has in- 
creased lately, and without any 
justification, and it is estimated 
that 1,000 foreign nurses are now 
employed by the public and pri- 
vate sectors despite the fact that 
the nursing colleges are turning 
out more and more graduates," 
Nurses Association members told 
the Jordan Times and Al Ra’i 
newspapers. 

The Health Ministry estimates 
that Jordan would need at least 

4,000 nurses by the end of the 
present century. The present 
number is barely 2.360, but the 


Arens 


(Continued from page 1) 

and everybody in effect thought 
that was okay,” Mr. Zeevi told 
the weekly Stem in an interview 
released ahead of publication on 
Thursday. 

“The Palestinians do not want 
to live with us. They kill us and 
then we have to kill them.” 

Mr. Zeevi, minister without 
portfolio in the coalition govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Shamir, 
said Palestinians could be “trans- 
ferred" to Arab states by denying 
them jobs. 

Stern quoted him as saying: 
“Where is it written that we have 
to give 140,000 Palestinians work 
everyday? If they get no work 
they wfll certainly go, because 
somehow they have to feed their 
babies.” 

Israel Wednesday freed 240 
Palestinian^ prisoners from the 
Kctziot detention centre in the 
desert, tire first of more than 

1,000 being released as a “Good 
will” gesture. 

The releases follow appeals 
from Mr. Baker for “confidence 
bufldmg" steps with Arab states 
and the Palestinians. 

A military source said more 
detainees would be released 
Thursday. 

The source said 600-800 other 
Arabs held in jails in the occupied 
West Bank would be freed “over 
the next week." 

The prisoner release was 
announced Monday, shortly be- 
fore Mr. Baker arrived. 

Hardline Israeli Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon, in a rebuff 
to Mr. Baker, said Wednesday be 
would forge ahead with settling 
Jews in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Sharon insisted he was 
empowered to expand Jewish set- 
tlement in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and dis- 
puted Israeli government assur- 
ances to Mr. Baker that be 
needed cabinet approval to do so. 

He said settlement was not an 
obstacle to Washington's Middle 
East peace drive. 


nursing colleges are turning out 
more and more graduates who 
are employed in various hospit- 
als. 

In April, 1990, the Health 
Ministry said that non-Jordanian 
nurses working in the Kingdom 
were estimated at 575, but the 
Nurses Association now contends 
that the number has reached 
1,000; it also says that many of 
the non-Jordanian nurses are 
brought into the country as maids 
who are later turned into nurses. 

Furthermore, the association 
complains that foreign nurses are 
paid double the wages of the local 
nurses. 

“As more 3nd more foreign 
nurses are employed, the local 
nurses will sooner or later find 
themselves jobless,” said a num- 
ber of association members. 

The association has already 
submined its grievances to the 
Health Ministry and has been 
airing complaints through the loo 


“What must be understood is 
there is no waiting here for any 
kind of decision. This is an 
ongoing activity, going on for 
years,” Mr. Sharon, a leading 
hardliner in the ruling Likud Par- 
ty. told army radio. 

A senior State Department 
official travelling with Mr. Baker 
said on Tuesday that Israeli lead- 
ers told the visiting Americans 
that Mr. Sharon's plans to build 

13,000 bouses for about 50,000 
more settlers still required a 
cabinet decision. 

Ceasefire 

(Continued from page 1) 

have said they expect all five 
nations will have officers 
selected, marking the first time 
the big five powers have served 
on a peacekeeping mission 
together . 

The Nordic countries have also 
offered officers, and other smal- 
ler and neutral nations are ex- 
pected to be included in the 
force. 

The leader of the force has not 
been officially announced, but it 
is widely expected to be Austrian 
Major-General Gunther G. 
Greindl, who command the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Cyprus 
from 1981-88. 

Gen. Greindl and the other 
advance members of the UN- . 
IKOM team arrive in Kuwait City 
Friday, but the main units of 
peacekeeping infantrymen, milit- 
ary observers and combat en- 
gineers are not expected for 
another 10 days to two weeks. 

Headquarters for the force will 
probably by established at Umm 
Qasr, an Iraqi town in the de- 
militarised zone near the outlet of 
the Shatt Al Arab waterway. 

The core unit of the force, a 
300-Officer ground of military 
observers, will carry light side arms 
but is not supposed to confront or 
attack anyone who violates the 
border. 

They will patrol the approx- 
imately 200-kilometres border of 


al media and protesting about the 
arbitrary dismissal of Jordanian 
nurses. 

All these issues, said these 
members, will be discussed at 
Friday's meeting which is ex- 
pected to be attended by the 
majority of Jordanian nurses. 

Issues like long hours of work 
at hospitals, lack of health insur- 
ance for nurses, and dealing with 
patients with dangerous illnesses 
are among those to be taken up at 
the coming meeting, they said. 

Jordan at present has three 
nursing colleages turning out 
nurses and midwives with diplo- 
mats and two nursing faculties at 
the University of Jordan and the 
Jordan University of Science and 
Technology. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor last 
November inaugurated the new 
building of the Irbid College of 
Nursing and Midwifery which 
alone turns out 218 nurses and 
midwives annually. 


Iraq and Kuwait, maintaining a 
demilitarised zone 10 kilometres 
into Iraq and five kilometres into 
Kuwait. 

A contingent of about 300 com- 
bat field engineers will be sent to 
clear the border strip, heavily 
mined by the Iraqis and still 
littered with unexploded bombs, 
shells and missiles. 

In addition, about 27,000 re- 
fugees and displaced persons are 
crowded into the zone, and U.N. 
officials are worried about crowd 
control if riots break out as U.S. 
army troops withdraw while the 
peacekeepers move in. 

The United Nations will send 
five infantry companies of about 
680 people drawn from other 
peacekeeping units in Cyprus, the 
Golan Heights, and Lebanon to 
enforce order. 

UNIKOM is not responsible 
for law and order or other civilian 
functions in the area, however. 
That duty remains with the gov- 
ernments of Iraq and Kuwait. 

Kuwaitis 

(Con tinned from page 1) 

1989 and January 1990 deman- 
ding the return of Kuwait’s 50- 
member parliament, once tire 
liveliest in tire Arab World. 

After a dialogue with Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sand Al Abdallah 
Al Sabah, some deputies and 
activists were briefly detained for 
allegedly inciting unrest after the 
emir called elections last Jane for 
an interim national council. 

The pro-democracy deputies — 
backed by student, labour and 
professional groups — boycotted 
the elections, calling tire council 
toothless and unconstitutional. 

Sheikh Jaber. bowing to 
opposition demands, dissolved 
the interim council in a speech on 
Sunday, Ins first since coming 
back to Kuwait after the Golf war 
coded on Feb. 28. 

The opposition believe drey are 
growing stronger in the new situa- 
tion created by the Iraqi invasion 
and Golf war. 


Najjar: Holy See sent. message to, U.N. saying peace 


in Middle East has to be just 


Pope urges applying Gulf 
criteria to Palestinian problem 


By Eh Nasrallafa 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Holiness the 
Pope John Pan! II has demanded 
that those who brought about 
devastation to Iraq apply die 
same criteria of international legi- 
timacy with respect to Palestine, 
Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus if 
they wish to bring about genuine 
peace and justice to the region, 
according to Monsignor Raouf 
Najjar, chancellor of the Aposto- 
lic delegation in Jordan. 

Hie Pope, in a message to 
U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, urged the world 
community to refrain from im- 
posing humiliation on the Iraqi or 
other people, and to help estab- 
lish stability and peace in the 
wake of the Gulf war, said Mon- 
signor Najjar in a statement to 
the Jordan Torres Wednesday. 

“Indeed the Pope’s concern 
over the situation in the Middle 
East and questions of peace and 
security was manifested in con- 
vening a general conference for 
bishops from the Middle East last 
month to discuss the region's 
questions in the post war era,” 
Monsignor Najjar said. 

He said that die Pope gave due 
concern to the questions of peace 
and security among nations of the 
world and continued to advocate 
dialogue among various groups 
and faith* to achieve the a s p ir ed 
end, noting that certain hostile 
aides tried during the Gulf con- 
flict to sow the seeds of dissension 
and divisions between Muslims 
and Christians livin g in riii« re- 
gion. 

Asked about the Vatican's 
position with regard to the 
national rights of the Palestinian 
people, Monsignor Najjar said 
that the Pope strongly supported 
the rights of the Palestinians in 
determining their future and 
establishing their independent 
state on Palestinian soil in con- 
formity with the international 



Monsignor Raouf Najjar 

legitimacy and U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338. 

“These are the principles which 
have to be adopted in the course 
of efforts to achieve peace, and it 
is incumbent upon the United 
Nations to implement its resolu- 
tions, as it did with regard to the 
Gulf question, and follow the 
same pattern of pressure and firm 
stand in the face of the forces of 
evil,” Monsignor Najjar added. 

The Pope warned that unless 
these questions were solved the 
poor and oppressed would face 
greater danger, he said. 

“The world community should 
display a great measure of soli- 
darity with those nations which 
took the brunt of the war, and the 
problems of the region should be 
settled in a just and neutral man- 
ner so as to avoid future con- 
flicts,” Monsignor Najjar added. 

With refe ren ce to die non- 
existence of diplomatic relations 
between Israel and the Vatican, 
Monsignor Najjar pointed out 
that such relations are voluntary, 
and the “Holy See, for instance, 
has no relations with Mexico or 
Eastern European countries, 
among others." 

In each of these cases there 
have been specific grounds for 


Match industry affected by war, 
but could revive if exports increased 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Gulf 
crisis has dealt a severe blow to 
the Jordanian match industries as 
Iraq used to be the main importer 
of Jordanian matches, but con- 
tacts are under way to open new 
markets in other countries, 
according to Mohammad Awa- 
dallah, deputy director general of 
the Jordan Industries and Match 
Company (JIMCO). 

Mr. Awadallah said that be- 
sides Iraq, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Egypt and Lebanon used to 
purchase Jordanian matches, but 
Jordan is now seeking to sell the 
matches to Libya and Yemen as 
well to diversify its niarkets. 

The two Jordanian companies: 
JIMCO and the Jordanian 
■ Match Company, have been 
earning for the country nearly $3 
million from their sales and con- 
tinue to save the country $2-5 
million in hard currency by sap- 
plying the country with its needs 
of matches, Mr. Awadallah 
pointed out. 

As for JIMCO, he said, its 


monthly production capacity is 

35.000 cartons, of which only 

9.000 are sufficient to cover the 
local market’s needs, while the 
rest is normally exported. 

The other company, Mr. Awa- 
dallah pointed out, is operating 
under licence from the mother 
firm in Sweden and it only packs, 
imported matches from Sweden. 

Due to the fact that most of the 
raw materials used in the industry 
are found in Jordan, Jordanian 
mat ches have competitive prices 
when sold abroad, Mr. Awadal- 
lah said. “Jordan abounds with 
ammonium phosphate, glass 
powder and sulphur in addition to 
wood needed for the match in- 
dustry," be added. 

Mr. Awadallah said that his 
company employs 170 workers, 
but this number could jump to 
260 once the country resumes 
exports in great quantities to 
foreign markets. 

JIMCO, Mr. Awadallah added, 
has the capacity of multiplying its 


production three times should 
more countries request to buy 
Jordanian matches. 

“Certain raw materials used in 
the manufacture of the matches 
faced delays in reaching Jordan 
due to the trade embargo im- 
posed on Aqaba Port, winch 
caused the company — JIMCO 
— to incur additional losses over 
the past few months," Mr. Awa- 
dallah said. 

In order to make available 
sufficient wood for the matches, 
Mr. Awadallah said, JIMCO has 
suggested to the Ministry of Agri- 
culture the idea of planting trees 
that can supply the required type 


wadis and streams. 

A feasibility study cm this pro- 
ject, he said, has already been 
prepared by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and the company, 
together with die ministry, is 
taking steps to conduct an experi- 
ment on a specified plot of land 
before malting a final decision. 


Potash company to distribute 
dividends for first time 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
Potash Company (APC) will dis- 
tribute dividends to the sharehol- 
der this year in view of the net 
profits it accumulated over the 
past year, amounting to JD 39.6 
million, according to APC’s 
annual report. 

The distribution of dividends 
will be the first since the company 
was established in 1956 and com- 
es in the wake of several years of 
expansion work and losses. 

Despite the Gulf crisis and its 
adverse consequences, which 
raised the fuel cost by 30 per cent, 
and despite the rise in insurance 
surcharge rates and the cost of 
freight, the company was able to 
export 1.404,217 tonnes of potash 


to other countries, registering an 
increase of 11.6 per cent over 
1989 exports, the report said. 

It said that countries importing 
Jordan's potash were India, Chi- 
na. Indonesia, Malaysia, Taiwan. 
Sri Lanka, South Korea, Japan, 
Bangladesh, the Philippines, New 
Zealand. France, Italy. Zim- 
babwe, Spain, Brazil, Turkey, 
the Netherlands,' Mauritius, 
Kenya, Malawi, Iraq, the United 
Arab Emirates, Egypt, Syria and 
Lebanon. 

According to die report, the 
APC sales brought in $130 mil- 
lion. but the current expansion 
plans are expected to achieve 
further increases. 

It said that this year APC is 


expected to embark on a two- 
phase expansion project to boost 
production to 1.8 million tonnes 
by 1994, up from 1.4 million at 
present. 

According to a feasibility 
study, the total cost of the expan- 
sion project will oome up to 5106 
million, but the total cost will be 
covered in six years of revenues. 

The APC board said that the 
expansion project was being fi- 
nanced by the World Bank and 
the Islamic Development Bank. 

APC is shared by Jordan, 
which owns 54 per cent of the 
capital, along with Kuwait, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia and the 
Jeddah-based Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Outgoing ambassadors honoured 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday conferred Al Istiklal Medal of the First 
Order on the outgoing Indonesian ambassador on 
the occasion of the end of his tour of dutv in 
Jordan. Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri deco- 
rated the Indonesian ambassador with the medal at 
an iftar banquet held Wednesday in his honour and 
also in honour of the outgoing British ambassador. 
Mr. Masri presented the British ambassador with a 
token gift on the occasion of the end of his tour of ' 
duty. 


Prince Hassan hosts iftar 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Wednesday hosted an Iftar banquet 
in honour of the Armed Forces, the Public Security 
Department (PSD) and the Civil Defence Depart- 
mem (ODD) officers at Al Hussein Youth City. 
The iftar was attended by Armed Forces assistant 
chief of staff for personnel affairs, the Armed 
Forces Mufti, the director of Al Hussein Youth 
City and a number of senior armed forces officers. 
Prince Hassan and the guests performed Al 
Maghreb prayers together. 


Jordan population 
to break 5m mark 
by end of century 


the non-existence of diplomatic 
ties and as far as Israel is con- 
cerned, he said, the reasons are 
cetainly not theological but juri- 
dicaL 

He said that it was widely 
known that certain juridical diffi- 
culties continued to exist as “still 
nnresloved are problems related 
to Israel's presence in file occu- 
pied Arab territories ■and its rela- 
tions with the Palestinians, the 
annexation of the Holy City of 
Jerusalem and the situation of the 
Catholic Church in Israel and the 
occupied lands." 

Referring to the Pope’s mes- 
sage to the U.N. secretary gener- 
al, Monsignor Najjar said it ex- 
pressed concern over the condi- 
tion of the nrin ori tie i within die 
Middle East region and called for 
continued dialogue among 
Christians and Muslims as well as 
between die Christians and Jews 
so that this would lead to better 
understanding. 

He said the Pope had stressed 
that religions freedoms were 
bound to contribute to the cause 
of peace and emphasised the 
need for the U.N. to resolve all 
problems that had been cansing 
tension. 

“In particular, the Pope stres- 
sed that file bishops of the West 
and the Middle East support the 
U.N. organisation in its en- 
deavours to establish peace, but 
urged that no h umiliati on or re- 
tribution should be imposed on 
any people of the region,” Mon- 
signor Najjar added. 

He said that the Pope’s mes- 
sage called ou the UJ4. to main- 
tain and s up po rt international 
cooperation to help those people 
who are destitute and in HMmit 
situation as a result of the war. 

He said the message stressed 
that Mr. de Ctiellar implement 
U.N. resolution on Lebanon and 
Palestine and that Jerusalem be 
accorded a special status in any 
future negotiations over the re- 
gion's problems. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — By the end of 
1990 Jordan's population stood at 
3,453,000, but the number is ex- 
pected to rise to 4.849,000 by the 
end of the present century and 
5,670,000 by the year 2005. 
according to fiie results of a study 
conducted by the National 
Population Committee. 

Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim Al Dughmi, in his capacity 
as committee chairman, 
announced the results, which, he 
said, resulted from the study con- 
ducted by a team of local experts 
supervised by the National 
Population Committee (NPC). 

The team prepared several 
working papers dealing with fer- 
tility, mortality rates, immigra- 
tion rates, based on the 1951-1990 
estimates, so as to help reach the 
results, the minister said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

The committee’s Secretary 
General Mohammad Abdul Hadi 
A! Akel told Petra that a general 
census, conducted by the Depart- 
ment of Statistics in 1979, was 
also used to work out the esti- 
mates about the population of the 
country. 

He sqid that between 1980 and 
1985 the normal population 
growth in Jordan was at the rate 
of 3.4 per cent annually, and that 
this rate, plus estimates about 
migration rates, helped compile 
sufficient material for the study. 

Mr. Akel said that the study 


expected that the annual popula- 
tion growth would drop to 3. 1 per 
cent between 2001 ami 2005. 

According to the study, the 
rate of births will be around 34.6 
per thousand while the mortality 
rate will stand at nearly 6.12 per 
thousand between 1990 and 1995. 
Life expectancy for males was put 
at 64 while for females it was 68. 
Mr. Akel said. 

According to the 1990 figures, 
young people, within die 15-year- 
age group, formed 43.6 per cent 
of the total population of Jordan, 
but will only make up 39.7 per 
cent of the population by the year 
2005, Mr. Akel pointed out. 

He said that the 15 to 64-age- 
group, those able to work, would 
rise from 53.5 per cent in 1991 to 
nearly 572 per cent by the year 
2005. 

“The team of experts conduct- 
ing the study was set up by the 
National Population Committee 
with the aim of preparing data 
about future population develop- 
ments in the Kingdom since the 
information would be useful m 
various studies concerning educa- 
tion, employment, health, food 
security, etc,” Mr. Akel said. 

He said that the National 
Population Committee and the 
Department of Statistics would 
maintain close cooperation in this 
matter to monitor all develop- 
ments in Jordan's population 
growth in the future. 


Ministry assigns toxic 
waste dumping site, 
warns potential violators 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Toxic mate- 
rials and poisonous waste from 
Jordanian industries can be 
dumped at a site nearly 50 
kilometres south east of here, 
according to a statement issued 
by the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Wednesday. 

The statement said that the 
ministry had embarked on 
arrangements to enable Jorda- 
nian -companies to dump the 
waste at the site, located 55 
-kilometres north east^fif Swaqa, 
south of here, as of file end of 
May fiiis year. 

I “Special arrangements will be 
taken to ensure public safety and 
the protection of the environment 
from pollution in accordance with 
international regulations and the 
Basel agreement of 1989," the 
statement said. 

Jordan was one of 110 nations 
that signed the international 
agreement on controlling the pro- 
cess of dumping dangerous waste 
in the Swiss city of Basel in March 
1989. 

The agreement banned dump- 
ing dangerous waste in other 
countries, unless prior agreement 
had been secured, and outlined 
■ measures to be taken to facilitate 
international cooperation to im- 
plement its provisions. 

Hie 28-point agreement pro- 
vides for an exchange of informa- 
tion related to dumping danger- 
. ous waste and means of protect- 
ing the environment. The agree- 
ment, known as the International 
Agreement on the Transbound- 
ary Movement of Perilous Waste, 
is being implemented in coopera- 
tion with file United Nations En- 
vironment Programme (UNEP). 

The ministry has now assigned 
an 800 dunum plot of land, north 


east of Swaqa, to be used as a 
dumping ground for dangerous 
materials and poisonous waste 
from factories, and has worked 
out special regulations for the 
dumping process to be supervised 
by a joint committee comprising 
representatives from the ministry 
and local industrial businesses, 
said the statement. 

, “No body or factory will be 
' allowed to use the dumping 
■ground for any purpose or dis- 
=• pose of waste in any manner 
' without coordination with the 
committee,” the statement 
added. 

It said that the owner of a 
factory which dumps such waste 
at the site will be held personally 
responsible for any violation of 
the ministry’s regulations. 

The decision was announced by 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Mohammad Addoub Al Zaben at 
a meeting with owners of a num- 
ber of factories which produce 
dangerous and poisonous waste. 

Tbe statement noted that 
several other meetings would be 
arranged to reach the most effec- 
tive manner for managing the 
dumping site and the procedures 
of dumping and covering the 
poisonous materials. 

“Each factory involved in the 
disporai of toxic materials will be 
'submitting a list of the types of 
waste to be dumped and means of 
transporting and dumping the 
waste material,” the statement 
pointed out. 

It said that the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs' and 
the Environment would organise 
a field trip to the dumping site for 
representatives of concerned fac- 
tories following the Eid Al Fitr 
holiday. 


Princess Basma opens bazaar 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, the 
chairperson of the board of trus- 
tees of Queen Alia Jordan Soria! 
Welfare Fund (QAF), Wednes- 
day opened a charity bazaar orga- 
nised by the Orphans Care Socie- 
ty. 

Princes Basma toured the va- 
rious sections of file bazaar which 
dispaly handicrafts, books and 
children’s toys. 

Her Highness met with fiie 


500 ^y’ 5 Administrative Commit 
tee and discussed with its mem 
bers the activities of the societ; 
and its future plans and projects 
. Princess Basma approved a de 
cision by the society choosing he 
as the hohourary chiarperson o 
the society. 

Princess Basma also visitet 
children looked after by the soci 
ety and gave them presents. Th< 
opening ceremony was attendee 
by Minister of Social Develop 
ment Yousef Al Athem. 


Business Manager Wanted 


international Development Organization Seeks 
Business Manager 
For Income - Generation Projects for women 

Jordanian male or female 

☆ Business degree preferred 

☆ Three years business experience and willing to learn 
market-oriented approach 

■fr Fluent in written and spoken English and Arabic 

☆ Energetic and well-organized 
■fr works well with people 

Qualified applicants please phone 
628780 - 656872 
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The missing link 

IN THE spirit of dialogue and negotiations to solve 
problems, a proposal like that advanced for a regional 
conference might indeed be welcome. But under the current 
circumstances, that conference's idea tooted by the U.S. and 
Israel seems to have overlooked two most essential elements: 
The part that should be played by the Palestinians in it and a 
role for the Europeans, who have equal, if not more, 
interests in- a secure and stable Middle East as the 
Americans. It is naive to ignore the role of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) in such a gathering and to 
see the deletion of any reference to a European role as an 
oversight since tbe American-lsraeil move has all the 
trappings of a design specifically aimed at leaving oat 
influential players from taking part in the peace process. 

Jordan has been one of the consistent supporters of a 
conference on regional security, but not along the lines that 
tbe .Americans and Israelis are apparently thinking about 
and moving. The Kingdom has always sought a broader 
framework, which deals with all problems of the region, 
including borders, water, oil and other natural resources as 
well as the interests of our immediate neighbours, the 
Europeans. What the Americans and Israelis appear to have 
done is borrow a chapter from the Jordanian call and twist 
and bend it to suit tbeir vision of peace in tbe Middle East. 

Needless to say that there might be a perception on the 
part of Israelis and Americans that any European involve- 
ment in the diplomatic process would only complicate things 
for them by adding new rules which would not serve their 
objectives of giving up as little as possible of Israeli demands 
and conditions. 

It is a foregone conclusion that Israel has no interest in 
taking the wisest course for peace in the Middle East 
through bringing about an equitable settlement of the root 
conflict, the Palestinian problem, in all its dimensions. 
There is also little doubt that the Israelis want to avoid the 
fhct that international legitimacy and justice should be the 
parameters guiding the future of the region. 

What is most painful in the whole exercise, however, is 
tbe fact that Washington, which, has been vociferously 
expounding its keen desire for just and durable peace in the 
Middle East on the basis of the legitimate rights of all parties 
concerned, seems to be going along more with Israeli ideas 
and thinking than with what should actually be done in light 
of the results of the Gulf crisis and war. 

The obvious questions that Jordan would carry to Geneva 
for Friday's meeting between Foreign Minister Taher AI 
Masri and U.S. Secretary of State James Baker are: Why 
arc the Palestinians and the PLO and why are the 
Europeans sidelined? Does the U.S. seriously believe that a 
forum which is devoid of key players could produce realistic 
results? 

There cannot be credence to the argument that it is too 
premature for the PLO and the Europeans to eater the 
scene, since it is dear that without real and active 
Palestinian and European involvement from the very 
beginning there cannot be any hope for justice and 
acceptance of international law. While the PLO role has to 
be addressed in depth, it gives us hope to note that European 
Community envoys are also meeting Mr. Baker in Geneva 
on Friday. They ought to ask some hard questions and 
demand clear answers. After all. they were the ones who 
gave an unmistakable green signal to the Americans to 
proceed with the military option to end the Gulf crisis in tbe 
name of international legitimacy. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Wednesday criticised the United States and 
the other Western countries for focusing attention on the Iraqi 
Kurds and ignoring tbe rights of the Palestinians and the question 
of implementing U.N- Security Council resolutions. The United 
States keeps bragging about its concern over the establishment of 
peace in the Middle East, but avoids mentioning the rights of tbe 
Palestinian people and tbe need for Israel to withdraw from tbe 
occupied Arab lands in con fo rmity with and in implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, the paper noted. Behind the 
United States, stands the Western countries which echo state- 
ments about the Kurds, but do not take any step to implement 
U.N. resolutions on tbe Palestinian question as they (fid with tbe 
Kuwait question, tbe paper continued. Furthermore, tbe other 
members of the Security Council: the Soviet Union and China 
have proved to be totally feeble and devoid of the character of 
“major powers,' 1 taking no steps to come to tbe help of tbe 
Palestinians or other oppressed nations, the paper noted. We 
have the right to question the intentions of the U.S. administra- 
tion which continues to condone occupation of Arab land and 
continues to ignore the national rights of the Palestinians while 
allowing the Israelis to consolidate their hold on Palestine by 
repression and all forms of atrocities, the paper added. Indeed, 
the paper said, the United States is trying to find a way to avert 
international legitimacy in the Palestine question by calling for 
direct negotiations be tw ee n Arab states and Israel and by 
advocating the idea of a regional confe r ence and not an 
international conference which would put an end to the Arab- 
Israeli question and find a just settlement to tbe Palestine 
problem. 

Sawt AI Shaab Arabic daily accused the U.N. Security Council of 
being tr ans for m ed into a tool in the hands of those world pow e r s 
trying to dismember Iraq. It seems that the conspiracy for the 
partition of Iraq is still continuing, and has now entered a new, 
dangerous phase, with the Security Council ignoring the U.N. 
Charter and involving itself in this dangerous game, said the 
paper. This conspiracy against a U.N. member nation is being 
carried out under tbe pretext of humanitarian assistance to tbe 
Kurds, but in fact it is designed to pa rt iti on the Arab country to 
serve the interests of the Western colonial powers, it c o n tinued . 


A democratic way with world affairs 


By Eduard Shevardnadze 


IT WAS a great challenge for me 
when the Guardian invited me to 
contribute an article for a series 
about the new world order in the 
company of some outstanding au- 
thors. In the first (dace, I don't 
have very much experience of 
writing for the press. A second 
unnerving factor was the reputa- 
tion for quality that this newspap- 
er enjoys. 

What is more, since resigning 
from office, I find that I have not 
stopped thinking like a politician. 
I am still getting used to my new 
status and I ask the reader's 
indulgence should I sometimes 
express myself out of keeping 
with my current situation, or 
should I overstep the line that 
separates the private individual 
from the government official. 

With these reservations I shall 
now attempt to address the sub- 
ject in question. 

I think that we must be very 
careful about the term “new 
world order." For better or for 
worse, I am a representative of a 
country which has failed to realise 
its ambitions, but has made ill- 
conceived attempts to create a 
“new man," a “new society,” a 
“new way of life” and, in essence, 
a new order of things, at least 
within its own sphere of influ- 
ence. The end results of these 
experiments are now well-known 
and I don't think that they need 
further elucidation here. 

I needed to refer to this as a 
point of departure to prove that 
the world of which we are speak- 
ing and in which we are living is, 
to a large degree, a sensitive, 
nervous, unpredictable and even 
capricious living organism. 
Throughout the centuries, human 
society as a whole has demons- 
trated a remarkable capacity for 
survival and for organising its 
collective life, (t has a strongly 
developed immune system which 
is designed to reject any social, 
political or economic “trans- 
plants” that are incompatible 
with the nature of man and socie- 
ty. Just as in medicine, these 
defensive systems may be 
weakened and ultimately over- 
come by special therapeutics. 

For a nation state, powerful 
elements of this immune system 
have always been its national 
consciousness, its striving for 
sovereign and independent exist- 
ence and ultimately for total con- 
trol over its own destiny. Howev- 
er, in recent history, peoples have 
become more tolerant of one 
another and have begun to gain a 
sense of belonging to a single 
community of mankind, which 
not only brings a good many 
advantages, but is also absolutely 
essential for the survival of a 
given society in the form of a 
nation state. 

These changes in traditional 
thought were brought about in 
the main by massive and revolu- 
tionary transformations in lifes- 
tyles and social relations, and in 
the understanding of the forces 
and direction of progress. 

The imperative of integration 
on a regional and even on a 
global level was widely acknow- 
ledged and transformed into a 
kinetic force of national politics 
and economic reconstruction. 

On a theoretical level, this is 
properly understood in my coun- 
try bnt. unfortunately, where 
practice is concerned, it can be 
said that we have fallen way 
behind. Of course, the situation 
in the Soviet Union may at best 
slow down, or at worst halt the 
passage towards a new world 
order. But let us suppose that the 
difficulties caused by our back- 
wardness will be brought under 
control at the same time as the 
movement towards this new 



world order safeguards and 
strengthens itself. 

Whilst keeping in mind such a 
favourable development of 
events, I should like to return 
now to the theory that it is 
essential that the instruments of 
the new world order and the 
natural evolution of our world be 
compatible. 

It seems to me that from an 
historical perspective we are 
moving towards the formation of 
a global civil society based on the 
precepts of law. If this is the case, 
then it would be worth seeing 
whether we couldn't approach 
international problems and chal- 
lenges more or less in the way 
that democratic systems resolve 
domestic issues. 

I suppose it is quite possible to 
begin working out a system of 
incentives and penalties which 
would give states a strong motiva- 
tion for conducting themselves in 
such a way as to strengthen poli- 
tical stability, stimulate economic 
growth, advance human rights, 
promote high ecological stan- 
dards, and so forth and gradually 
introducing them on a global 
scale. 

The success of many program- 
mes aimed at protecting the en- 
vironment in a number of coun- 
tries proves that an appropriate 
combination of regulatory mea- 
sures (on both a state and an 
international level), loans on 
favourable terms and a supply of 
essential technology, might pro- 
vide an effective solution to the 
problems of developing coun- 
tries. 

In this connection, may I be so 
bold as to propose the introduc- 
tion of an ecological tax on all 
international sales of oil, the re- 
turns from which would go into a 
special fund at the disposal of the 
United Nations or of its Environ- 
mental Protection Agency? 

In precisely this same way, an 
international community would 
be able to encourage develop- 
ment, giving priority to food pro- 
duction. the manufacture of 
essential goods and house- 
building. Existing financial in- 
stitutions do, in essence follow 
such a policy. But we shall never 
get the proper results or reach a 


higher rate of development if we 
are unable to comprehend that 
we need an integrated approach 
to practically all the problems of 
the modern world, beginning 
with child care, family planning 
and education, and ending with 
legal demands for the national 
security of every state and wider 
problem of law and order on a 
global level. 

I intentionally began by speak- 
ing of problems of environment 
and development, because I think 
that before talking about a new 
world order we must arrive at a 
dear view of what this future 
world will be like. Are we aiming 
to create uniform spaces in which 
people will live in better condi- 
tions and under finner guarantees 
that human rights will be 
observed? 

Iny my opinion, we should first • 
of all say that a new world order 
means universal democracy, even 
in international relations, respect, 
for human freedom and rights' a* 
market economy, and also the 
fair sharing of the burdens and 
rewards of international co- 
operation by all members of the 
world community. 

Like any good local administra- 
tion, we must aim to encourage 
the prosperity of sodety, to sup- 
port and develop the essential 
infrastructures, to provide medic- 
al and other services, to help the 
needy and, of course, to maintain 
law and order. 

If, in a given society, there is 
agreement about the fun- 
damental ways of organising life, 
then in such a society problems of 
law and order, peace and secur- 
ity, may more easily be resolved. 

Here I should like to address 
the current problems in my coun- 
try. A significant part of the 
chaos and confusion, the break- 
down of law and order can be 
attributed to tbe large and deep 
divisions that exist between va- 
rious segments of the population 
on such questions as the values 
and goals of our sodety. The very 
fabric of our rival society has been 
torn apart by philosophical divi- 
sions and irreconcilable attitudes. 

I strongly disagree with those 
people in my country who sup- 


pose that force and punishment 
are the best means of restoring 
law and order. 

To the same degree, l cannot 
support the point of view that 
force can safeguard international 
peace and stability. Of course, it 
would be extremely naive to rely- 
upon conviction and argument 
alone when dealing with lawless- 
ness in the rity, state or in inter- 
national relations. The forces that 
maintain order are and will re- 
main an inescapable feature of 
our life and our world. 

In civilised societies, law and 
order are upheld in a regulated 
and controlled fashion under the 
supervision of the legal author- 
ities and within a framework 
established by law. Usually such a 
system works remarkably wall. 

Perhaps we shall jucceed in 
creating a new world order if we 
can transfer the appropriate ele- 
ments df civil law and order to an 
international model for maintain- 
ing peace- and security. 

First, we must accept the idea 
that there exists a higher and 
legal authority for the control and 
government of international ac- 
tions, including cases involving 
the use of military force in the 
struggle against contraventions of 
international (aw and of accepted 
standards of behaviour. 

Such an authority does exist. It 
is rooted in the U.N. Charter 
which stipulates special proce- 
dures for operations of this kind. 

Tbe Gulf crisis showed that tbe 
United Nations Security Council 
is a powerful and effective body 
which, in die new political en- 
vironment of the post “cold war” 
period, may play a decisive role 
m the struggle against aggression, 
in determining what is just and 
what is not. and in sanctioning 
acts for restoring peace and 
guaranteeing the rights of indi- 
vidual states. 

The U.N. Charter is a universal 
code of law which all members of 
the international community are 
obliged to uphold. It is there and 
we can use it. This is what we did 
during tbe crisis in tbe Gulf. It 
was a first attempt and it proved 
successful. 

But the fact remains that our 
actions were not in accordance 


with the original stipulations of 
the Charter. The reasons for this 
were understandable. But now 
we have the experience, we have 
the confidence and we have the 
time. I think all the same that we 
should follow the U.N. Charter 
the whole way. This means that 
agreements should be signed with 
tire permanent members of the 
Council under the terms of which 
military contingencies will be 
placed before the Council, while 
the Chiefs of Staff Commission 
will simultaneously begin to per- 
form the function assigned to it 
under the Charter. 

In my view, it is important to 
have two levels in the Security 
Council — political and military. 
Such a division of planning is 
essential if, in the event of a 
future crisis, wewant to arrive at 
a more baJanced outcome. It goes 
without saying that the Security 
Council will remain a higher poli- 
tical authority for decision- 
making. - -* 

I shall not go any further into 
this aspect of international law 
and order, in as much as tbe U.N. 
Charter provides us with all the 
necessary information. 

Better, I shall turn to what is 
missing from tbe document. I 
have in mind the threat presented 
by weapons of mass destruction 
— nuclear, chemical and biolo- 
gical. We cannot seriously speak 
about world security without de- 
riding what is to be done about 
this threat. The main problems 
here are tbe spread of weapons, 
blackmail and acts of terrorism. 

Nobody feels comfortable hav- 
ing nudear or chemical weapons 
*in his own backyard, or anywhere 
in the neighbourhood. An abso- 
lute majority of people think that 
they would be better off without 
nuclear or chemical arsenals. On 
the other hand, we should find 
ourselves in a very unpleasant 
situation if, in a nuclear-free 
world, we were confronted by 
terrorists who had a couple of 
atom bombs or nudear missiles. 

Oeariy we need to have some 
protection against blackmail and 
acts of terrorism. But, if we con- 
tinue to rely on individual stores 
of nudear arms, even though 


significantly reduced, then this 
wilt inevitably lead to the spread 
of nuclear weapons, insofar as it 
will be impossible to refuse other 
countries this same protection. 

Here again, the best practical 
way out is to go through thel. 
United Nations. Let us go back in” I 
time and look again at die origin- 
al United States project for plac- 
ing atomic weapons and technol- 
ogy under international control. 
Perhaps in place of several nuc- 
lear umbrellas, we should create 
a single “blue" sheild against the > 
nudear threat. I think that a 
smaller umbrella, but one that 
covers everyone, would be a real 
alternative both to a nuclear-free 
world and to a world stockpiled 
with nudear weapons. 

This was unthinkable at tbe 
beginning of the cold war. 
Perhaps, now that its over, we 
shall see the merits of this old 
idea. 

For some time, missiles of ya- . 
rious kinds bad looked attractivdFj 
to those few countries which - 
could afford the luxury of invent- 
ing and manufacturing them. But 
now, the world is approaching a 
situation in which missiles — 
ICBMs (Intercontinental Ballistic i 
Missiles), sea-launched missiles, \ 
air-launched missiles and others j 
— will become available to many I 
countries, both those with the \ 
technological capability to pro- j 
duce them and those with the 
money to buy them. 

In these days of the “Patriot'* 
system, missiles are likely to be- 
come very popular at military . 
“fashion parades” and will fetch j 
good prices. And very many good j 
minds will sit at laboratory com- j 
{niters experimenting with anti- 
Patriots or missile interception 
systems. A lot of money and 
talent will be spent on this. 

Perhaps we shall attempt to ] 
regulate this never-ending race j 
and shall work out some restrict- ! 
tions and prohibitions. * ; 

A couple of years ago, I drew a \ 
parallel between the protection of j 
one’s house and of one's country, i 
It would of course be stupid if a j 
person did nothing to protect his 1 
or her house from burglars. He, 
or she. would live in greater : 
security if there were good locks, • 
strong doors and bolted windows. 

But what if the burglars used a 
bulldozer to break into the 
house? Is it necessary to build 
cement walls two metres thick to 
protect against this enventuality? 

Or is it better to help form a good 
urban police force and to install 
an efficient alarm system, relying 
on the police to arrive quickly 
and to deal with the burglars? 

Each country faces such a 
choice. History teaches us that no 
fortress can offer absolute protec- 
tion, just as there is no absolute 
weapons of defence. 

For me the essence of the new 
world order means creating, 
mechanisms for upholding lav. 
and order for each and every 
person under the aegis of the 
United Nations. 

And one last thing. The world 
is threatened by instability from 
various corners. There are sever- 
al causes for these processes, but 
there can be only one remedy — j 
the development of co-operation 
on all levels. Only m this way can 
a strong network be created 
which will keep all of us together 
as citizens of the world — of a 
united and complete world. 

Mr. Shevardnadze was Soviet 
Foreign Minister from 1985 until 
his resignation in December last 
year. He now heads a new foreign 
policy research institute in Mos- 
oow. The article was reprinted 
from The Guardian under the i 
same headline. ’ 


LETTERS 

Social development and media Images: More than meet the eye 


To tbe Editor: 

I read a report in Arabic about an editorial published in your 
newspaper seemingly titled “Anti-Social Development,” in which 
the measure adopted by the Ministry of Social Development to 
segregate male staff members from female staff members is 
criticised and branded as a kind of racial discrimination and as 
being contradictory to the basic rights of equality in the workplace 
as far as the law" is concerned. According to the report, your 
editorial claimed that such segregation takes Jordan back to the 
dark ages. 

It is truly unfortunate that a Jordanian newspaper published in 
Jordan to present a genuine picture to foreign guests about the 
Jordanian society, its values, customs and traditions should in 
reality express views about our traditions and values similar to 
those expressed by tbe hostile media in the West Actually, the 
Jordan Times and most of the English media in Jordan which are 
supposed to serve as means to enlighten foreigners and explain to 
them toe wisdom behind the teachings of Islam, the religion of the 
state and people in Jordan, and rid them of many of toe 
misconceptions that they usually bear as a result of toe influence 
of foreign press — have been doing exactly the same as the 
anti-Arab and anti-Islam media are doing in Europe and 
America, namely: distort the picture of our values and repulse 
European and American peoples from learning the truth about 
our religion and traditions. 

Regarding toe issue of “segregating” male and female staff, I 
would like to point out that your comment overlooked two facts; 
The first is that there is no scientific evidence or proof that 
segregating males and females at work place necessarily contra- 


dicts development and prevents the proper execution of duties 
and responsibilities. To toe contrary, there may be more evidence 
that segregating them can result in improving output and 
increasing efficiency. However, any talk in this regard has to be 
based on scientific data stemming from unbiased research. 

Furthermore, the dark ages in Islamic history are nothing but 
our present time because the Arabs and toe Muslims were never 
worse as far as progress and development are concerned than they 
are now. The dark ages your article refer to were actually the 
golden ages; when students from Europe used to come and seek 
knowledge and education in Arab and Muslim schools and 
colleges. ‘ 

. In those ages men and women were not muting freely, but 
nevertheless, the Muslims progressed and developed and even led 
the world, in fact they were a superpower. In comparison, where 
are we in the world now? We are backward, inferior, and 
dependent upon aid that comes from the same nations that 
conspired to destroy us after having colonised us and divided us 
into many minute weak nation-states. Why? Because we copied 
Western culture without refining it from impurities. Such impuri- 
ties are causing Western societies to suffer. 

The second fact your editorial overlooked is the fact that 
segregating men and women in workplaces conforms with toe 
teachings of our religion. Islam, being a comprehensive way of 
life, is a perfect system that deals with all aspects of our social 
political and economic affairs in addition to spiritual and moral 
affairs. Therefore, criticising a practice based on an Islamic 
principle is considered “at least” an insult to Muslims, not to 
mention other Implications. Furthermore, nonessential murine 
between men and women and removal of all constraints on 


relations between the two sexes is a character of Western culture 
put is certainly not a source of development and advance, neither 
m the West. nor anywhere else. In fact it has been a source of 
disarray, moral degradation and corruption. As a result family 
ties were weakened and broken and humans immitated animals 
and even exceeded their doing. No sir! we are a divinely guided 
nation that does not accept whatever comes from toe West rust 
its Western. Perhaps it is the the West which should now 
St™ ? 500135 Proems in the teachings of our 

EISS ^ wh . y , a responsibility is borne by us. the 
P T ldc l mdancc for afflicted and misguided nations, 
matters that relate to Islam and its teachings, your 
newspaper is advised to seek the counsel of scholars. In this 
C 72 d ha , v l at ,easi Interviewed Mr. Yusuf AI ‘ 
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pS m < S^l, 0bje ? lves ' advantages and disadvantages. 
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inspiration and hard work 


produce a rainbow of tradition 


B Y Debbie Lovett 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — In early summer 
When sheep are sheared Kba- 
hl Burgan gc es to Mafraq and 
Irbid, in the north of Jordan, 
to fetch fleeces directly from 
the bedouins there. 

Lena, 'Khalil's wife, sup- 
plies the ideas and inspiration 
whilst Khalil takes care of the 
administrative side of the 
small soft furnishings busi- 
ness the couple established 
two years ago. 

Walking into the unclut- 
tered shop, close to the 
Second Circle, one sees 
household furnishings rang- 
ing from slippers to rugs to 


tea cosies and place settings, 
as well as a few clothes and 
pieces of jewellery. 

For two years now, Lena has 
been merging traditional designs- 
with present-day needs. 
One example of this is a 
bathroom set — towels, bath- 
mats, bathrobes and slippers 
are tied in with the same 
coordinating embroidery or 
fabric — and all items are 
washable. 

The business is small. One 
man works to make rugs on 
the loom seven or eight hours 
a day (except Fridays), 
eleven women are employed 
to put together the sewn 
items and forty to fifty 
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Slippers made to matcSa bathrobes and towels 


women — most from the 
Palestinian refugee camps 
around Amman — are em- 
ployed to work at home on 
embroidery. 

For the women who work 
at home, the problem of not 
being able to go out to work 
whilst maintaining a house 
and raising a family is over- 
come. 

Khalil explained that “ all 
the women start from scratch 
and we train them. They are 
paid according to how much 
they produce. In the begin- 
ning they make JD 20 — 30 
per month, but once they are 
more proficient they can earn 
over JD ISO per month. ” 

Many colourful rugs are 
displayed in the shop. Khalil, 
who also works as a civil 
engineer, describes why their 
creation is a long process: 
“After getting the wool from 
the bedouin in the north it is 
taken in two trucks to Wala 
Stream in Wadi Mujib. Two 
or three people stay there 
overnight to wash it and dry it 
in the sun. The wool is stored 
in the shop and then sent out 
in batches to women in 
Jerash and Madaba to be 
combed and spun. The 
women use the traditional 
spinning-top kind of spindle. 
Balls of wool are then re- 
turned here for dyeing. We 
use imported dye as natural 
dye is very expensive and 
hard to find." 

Once the wool is dyed it is 
ready to be transformed into 
rugs. The weaver follows a 


sketched design and works 
the loom until the rug is 
completed. Shapes such as 
triangles are sewn by hand. 

For rugs and products with 
embroidery. Lena has resear- ' 
ched old regional designs as 
well as Islamic patterns. The 
co/ours, however, may not be 
traditional as the range is 
now larger since man-made 
dyes are available. 

On one cushion there is the 
design of a bird. The idea was 
taken from the “Bethlehem 
thobe (dress). " Women used 
to embroider two such birds 
on their dresses and although 
the meaning behind this- is 
now lost , the bird motif is r 
synonymous with the Beth- 
lehem area. 

Lena uses all the leftover 
bits of material in many ways, 
but patchwork is, perhaps, 
the most charming: “We 
looked through many books 
about costume and found 
that although patchwork is 
not often used now, it was 
once quite common said 
Khalil, whilst turning upside 
down his desk to find some of 
the books about costume and 
design which were hidden 
under a colourful array of 
semi-finished embroidered 
cloth, cushions and other 
items ready for a harsh quali- 
ty check before being com- 
pleted. 

One of Lena's latest ideas 
is covering photograph 
albums to be given as a gift to 
new parents. The inspiration 
for this idea is obvious — 


rugs. The weaver follows a for this idea is obvious — 


Khalil is the proud father of a 
two-week old baby girl , 

Happily, this small busi- 
ness, which aims to use as 
much local labour and mate- 
rials as possible and keep 
alive and popular the tradi- 
tional designs of the region , 
has not suffered irrevocably 
from the damaging effects of 
the Gulf crisis. 

“When the Gulf crisis 
started many of our competi- 
tors, who were less interested 
in quality than the money 
from selling their products to 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
gave up. Then after Christ- 
mas, the business stopped for 
about two months. The slow- 
down was because people 
were waiting before paying 
for goods already received 
and because overseas orders 
couldn't be shipped. Things 
have picked up again now 
and the reduced pace caused 
by the Gulf situation gave us 
plenty of time to think of new 
ideas and future plans." 

However much Lena and 
Khalil are able to expand 
their flourishing enterprise . 
one thing that worries the 
couple is the problem of 
others copying their ideas. 
“We are pushing for a copyr- 
ight to protect handicrafts 
and designs because as yet 
there is no such law here." 
said the concerned Khalil, 
afraid that the hardwork and 
investment he and Lena had 
put into their project would 
be wasted if others in the 
business took their ideas. 



Husband and ■ wife tea-cosies (above). The loom stands idle (be- 
low) after a rug has just been completed. 









Recovery effort under way to save Africa’s heritage 
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By Clare Pednck . 

ROME — African countries 
are in danger of losing their 
cultural heritage, archeolog- 
ists have warned. Museum 
collections across the conti- 
nent are deteriorating be- 
cause of an acute lack of 
funds for basic equipment 
and a shortage of trained 
museum curators and preser- 
vationists. 

High humidity and insects 
have already taken their toll 
on some of the finest pieces, 
say experts. From Abidjan to 
Khartoum, and from Tunis to 
Lagos . masA'S, textiles and 
carvings have been eaten 
away by insects and mold. 
Human marauders have done 
the rest. Poor security and 
inadequate ■ ca taloguing in 
many museums have made 
life all too easy for Africa's 
growing army of art thieves. 

Now a Rome-based agency 
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An African ceremonial 
mask 

has launched a salvage opera- 
tion to rescue Africa 's crumb- 
ling heritage. Conservation 
experts and archeologists at 
the International Centre for 
the Study of the Preservation 
and Restoration of Cultural 
Property ( ICCROM, ) have 

A carved wooden fi- 
gure of a mother and 
child, , from the MJving- 
stone Museum, 
Zambia . 
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sbufeda iff year programme 
td '.improve' training ■ for 
museum staff members: 12 
curators and „■ researchers; 
from all over Africa have 
been invited to ICCROM's 
headquarters in the Italian 
capital to take part in a 10- 
month course to learn how to 
store, catalogue, repair , treat 
and preserve their artifacts. 
ICCROM officials hope to 
train at least 100 museum 
employees in the program- 
me, called Prevention in 
Museums of Africa (PRE- 
MA), by the end of the de- 
cade. 

The Rome-based group 
will also send teams of ex- 
perts to various nations to 
carry out a three-month, on 
site training course and to 
help local museums organise 
their collections. An 
ICCROM team has already 
visited Ghana. Next on the 
list are the Ivory Coast and 
Zambia. 

The man behind the pro- 
ject is Gael de Guichen, a 
49-year-old French citizen 
who is assistant to 
ICCROM's director. A che- 
mical engineer by training, 
De Guicbew has made 
archeology his sepcialty and 
has taught restoration and 
conservation techniques in 
Mali, Niger, Tunisia, Libya 
and Egypt as well as in Thai- 
land, Pakistan and India. 

At the ICCROM head- 
quarters in Rome's pictures- 
que Trastevere quarter, De 
Guichen and his team have 
long taught courses ranging 
from architectural conserva- 
tion to the preservation of 
mural paintings. The African 
programme is a new depar- 
ture to tty to fill a specific and 
very pressing need, he said. 

“In Africa there is amply 
no possibility to train in con- 
servation and preservation, " 
De Guichen explained. “For 
example, in the dtyofJos . in 
Nigeria, there is a six-to 
eight-month museum curator 
course which dedicates just 
one month to conservation. 
In Europe it takes four years. 
It's a bit like training to be a 
doctor in two months. Of 
course, these countries have 
so many other problems that 
they can’t begin to think ab- 
out organising courses at a 
national level." 

Funding for the program- 
me . $700,000 annually, com- 


es partly from the United 
Nations Economic and Social 
Council, to which ICCROM 
belongs. But the bulk of the 
cost is met by private dona- 
tions from organisations such 
as the Getty Trust and the 
Ford Foundation and the 
governments of Britain, 
France, Germany, Switzer- 
land, the Netherlands and 
Scandinavia. De Guichen 
estimates that the 10-year 
project will cost $8.5 million .• 

It is already too late for 
many museum collections. In 
Abidjan's National Museum 
insects have attacked a large 
proportion of the wooden 
artifacts. More than 2,000 
have been completely des- 
troyed, and many others bad- 
ly damaged. In the Jos 
National Museum, termites 
reduced a pile of exhibits to 
yellow dust in just six days. 
Africa ' s extreme heat and the 
high humidity in some coun- 
tries create the perfect condi- 
tions for insects and mold to 
multiply. Once they have in- 
fested a piece, say experts, 
there is no stopping them. “A 
museum is a concentration of 
risks." said De Guichen. 

African museum collec- 
tions are more vulnerable 
than those in other parts of 
the world because the Afri- 
can objects often are made of 
organic materials — wood, 
bark, feathers, horn and 
animal hair. “It's a race 
against time, " said Friedrich 
Zink, ICCROM's technical 
officer and an expert in con- 
serving and restoring objects 
in tropical climates. Before 
joining the Rome group ear- 
lier this year. German-bom 
Zink spent four years in 
Kenya. “ There the main 
problem was the heat and 
humidity which provided a 
good environment for in- 
sects, moths and termites 
he said. “ It's a tragedy to see 
these things being des- 
troyed." 

Zink and De Guichen took 
part in the most recent on- 
site training programme in 
Ghana . The ICCROM team 
spent three months with 
museum staff members, help- 
ing them create an environ- 
ment that would preserve the 
pieces from the elements, 
from insects and from would- 
be thieves. “ When we arrived 
it was just like walking into a 
storage room,” said De 
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Guichen. “Everything was.* . 
just stacked vporr top of each •“ 
other: We had to rearrange ' : 
the whole building, make %if' : 
armour-plated door, re- 
establish natural ventilation 
and close the exhibits off 
from sources of dust and in- 
sects. " 

Before he left Ghana, De 
Guichen invited the two best 
students in the training prog- 
ramme to attend the first 
10-month course in Rome. 
Recently arrived in the Ita- 
lian capital, Kwame Amoah 
Labi, 32, and jRaymoncf Ori- 
son Agbo, 34. are the first to 
admit that their museums 
were badly in need of a face- 
lift. “There had been a lot of 
neglect," said Labi, curator 
of the Institute of African 
Studies Museum at the Uni- 
versity of Ghana. “A lot of 
the textiles had crumbled to 
bits — dresses, battle smocks 
and loincloths made out of 
beaten bark. Before, pieces 
that were brought into the 
museum were not treated, so 


that if they were infected with. 
silvetSsb or 'moths '"it 1 soon 
-spread through the whole col- 
l 1edfiOh. r 

“The training course has 
made a big difference 
noted Agbo , keeper of the 
Ghana National Museum in 
Accra. “We still don't have a 
great deal of equipment, but 
it has sparked off quite a bit 
of interest and a new aware- 
ness. Since the course, many 
more museums have been 
opened and reorganised." 

In other countries that 
have taken part in the pro- 
ject, curators have reported 
an encouraging reaction from 
officials in charge of the 
purse strings. In most African 
nations, museums have tradi- 
tionally been a low-priority 
item, but in several cases 
governments have responded 
to the ICCROM initiative by 
raising salaries and increasing 
staff. 

The awareness battle is one 
of the biggest issues faced by 
ICCROM, the team says. 


<.‘Part . of the problem* stems 
from a fundamental differ- 
■ leoce in altitude toward art. 

, - ; “in Europe, artist piece that 
is created for its own beau- 
ty, "said Zink. “In Africa, art 
is a functional piece — a 
mask for a religious cere- 
mony, a chiefs regalia, a 
smoking pipe or a container. 
These things will be highly 
decorated, and those decora- 
tions will have a symbolic 
meaning, but the reason they 
were made is to be used. ” 
For the same reason, Zink 
added, it is bard to find much 
in the way of truly old pieces 
on the African continent. “If 
a carved item is more than 50 
years old, you can be happy, " 
he said. “Because these 
things are functional pieces 
they get worn out and when 
they are no longer useful they 
are thrown away." 

If the African concept of 
art is. different from that of 
the West, then its museums 
should also be different , 
argued Emmanual Arinze, 


>i director of the Nigerian Com- 
mission * for Museums and 
.Monuments. Museums are 
ivnoi J popular in Africa. They 
are considered places for the 
intellectual elite. “A lot of 
people who would come to 
museums don't, because it 
doesn’t mean anything to 
them. " said Arinze, who has 
recently joined the Rome 
team as a teacher for the first 
PREMA course. 

' His ideal museum, he says . 
“would tell an African story 
that would have as its main 
focus African problems, us- 
ing things on the continent so 
that average people from the 
rural areas would want to 
come in. There would be 
objects, but they would be 
used in a totally different way 
— not just that they are art, 
but that they have a function. 
The approaches that we have 
adopted in some of our 
museums are basically static. 
We need to talk to the peo- 
ple. send a message," — 
World News Link. 





BEFORE: in an African museum, priceless 
a rtifacts were stockpiled in tisorganised piles. 


AFTER: With the help of an ICCROM team, this 
musmiiii Aas organised, stored and cataiogued 
its collection. 
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ow it should be 


By aha Addasi 

Eating, drinking and being merry is not what Ramadan is 
all about, because Ramadan is a holy month when people 
fast so that they feel with the poor who can not afford to 
buy food, and make time for praying and reading the Holy 
Koran. Then when they break their fasting people should 
eat very lightly and usually from one type of food. Some 
people' break their fast on one date (meaning fruit) then 
pray and come back and eat a light dish in moderation. 

Of course, this is the ideal situation, because by earing 
little you have nor defied the whole purpose of fasting. 

So what is an “un-idea I" situation like, and how do many 
people spend Ramadan? 

Many people divide a Ramadan day into three pa/xs. The 
first being obriously the fasting part, then the breakfast 
part and then, inevitably, dessert. This is not how it should 
be. 

During the fasting part, the women cook up a feast for 
breakfast, making every single meal they felt like eating in 
a life-time, in one day. While the men savour the odour of 
their wife V cooking as it wifts to the living room. So instead 
of reading the Holy Koran he is guessing at the ingredients 
that go into each dish. This is not how it should be. 

Famished, the family sits at breakfast prepared to tackle 
the table. By the time the Muazzin declares sunset, they 
bear it as the “get ready, get set, go!" of a race starter. The 
kids ready to eat from everything start out doing just that. 
but after bite number four, they are back to their old habbit 
of picking at their food. The wife attacks everything. The 
husband, wants to break his fast on a date. One date draws 
another, then another, (your basic dominoe effect ). then 
another. So that a whole bunch of dates have been 
consumes and so that he is so full someone, is stuck with the 
ordeal of carrying him to the praying rug to pra y. This also 
is not how it should be. 

When those who ate dates come back from praying they 
are still very full and can barely walk. Yet they manage to 
crawl back to the dining table to eat some more. This time 
they manage to turn the T. V. channels so they can watch a 
series while they eat making up for lost time. And of course 
thinking of the poor is long since forgotten. 

You may think that by the third day of breaking the fast 
in such a manner people would learn to eat less during 
Ramadan. But how could they when there is dessert every 
night. 

Of course the dessert session announces itself when the 
dessert presents itself before you while visiting someone, or 
while they are visiting you, and lasts until most of it is gone 
and eve nones stomachs are starining at the seams. 


Poor ? 
UJ ho ? 



When it conies to Suhour. when people are preparing 
themselves for the next fasting day , they drink “only 
water." not because drinking water is the traditional 
Suhour, but because the stomachs have closed for the day 
leaving a sign saying “no more food, please." 

It is no wonder that during Ramadan, blood pressures go 
berserk, digestion goes haywire and people don't ever 
think of the poor. And that is not how it should be! 

To bring the facts closer to home, some 30 per cent of the 
Jordanian population are poverty stricken. This percentage 
mefndes 5 per cent or 130,000 people who live in absolute 
poverty and are unable to afford medical care , shelter and 
food (numbers from recent two- month study by United 
Nations Children's Funds-UNICEF). 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 




Thursday , April 11 


1564 — Peace of Troyes 
ends war between England 
and France. 

1677 — William of Orange 
is defeated at Cassel, Ger- 
many. by Duke of Orleans. 

1689 — William and Mary 
are crowned king and queen 
of England. 

1713 — Peace of Utrecht 
between France, Britain, 
Holland, Savoy, Portugal and 
Prussia: Spain cedes Gibral- 
tar to England. 

1805 — Britain and Rus- 
sia. by Treaty of St. Peters- 
burg. agree to form a Euro- 
pean league for liberation of 
German stares, the third 
coahtion against France. 

1814 — Napoleon Bona- 
parte abdicates uncon- 
ditionally as emperor of 
France and is banished to 
Elba by Treaty of Fontaineb- 
leau. 

1843 — Britain separates 
Gambia from Sierra Leone as 
Crown Colony. 

1894 — Uganda is de- 
clared a British protectorate. 

1899 — Philippine islands 
are transferred from Spain to 
United Stares. 

1919 — Referendum in 
New Zealand declares 
against prohibition. 

1951 — U.S. President 
Harry S. Truman relieves 
General Douglas MacCar- 
tbur of his command in Far 
East. 

1953 — United Nations 
Force and Communists 
arrange for exchange of pris- 
oners in Korea: Vietnamese 
insurgents renew offensive in 
Laos. 

1961 — Nigeria imposes 
total boycott on South Afri- 
can trade. 

1973 — Martin Bormann, 
Nazi official pursued 
throughout world, is officially 
declared dead and taken off 
West Germany's ’’most 
wanted ” list. 

1987 — China's National 
People's Congress ends 
annual session after endors- 
ing Premier Zhao Zi yang's 
centrist policies and remov- 
ing nation’s top security offi- 
cial. 

1989 — Muslim rebels seal 
off Afghanistan s eastern city 
of Jalalabad. 

1990 — Angolan govern- 
ment agrees to began peace 
talks with rebel group UN- 
TTA in Portugal. 


Friday, April 12 

1545 — France’s King 
Francis I orders massacre of 
Vaudois Protestants ... 

_ 1621 — French forces 
under King Louis XJH set out 
io crush Huguenot rebellion. 

1654 — Ireland and Scot- 
land are united with England - 

1815 — Austria declares 
war on Joachim Murat, King 
of Naples* for occupying 
Rome. 

1850 — French troops 
restore Pope Pius IX and 
occupy Rome. 

1861 — U.S. Civii War 
starts as Confederates 
(South) take Fort Sumter in 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

1945 — U.S. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt dies at 
age 63, and Harry S. Truman 
is sworn in as Ids successor. 

1957 — West German 
nuclear physicists refuse to 
cooperate in producing or 
testing of atomic weapons. 

1961 — Soriet Union puts 
first man in space — Cosmo- 
naut Yuri Gagarin makes 
safe landing after one orbit of 
Earth. 

1963 — First armed attack 
by Indonesian forces on 
Malavsia. 

1966 — U.S. bombers 
carry out their first strikes 
against North Vietnam. 

1975 — Cambodia’s Pre- 
mier Long Boret announces 
that military government is in 
charge in his country and will 
continue fighting Commun- 
ists. 

1986 — Commander of 
“Khalistan Commando 
Force" terrorists say his re- 
bels are recruiting guerrilla 
army to battle Indian military 
for an independent Sikh na- 
tion in Punjab state. 

1987 — Sovfer media re- 
ports that two Cosmonauts 
walking in space successfully 
linked space module to their 
orbital space station A fir. 

1989 — Relentless artillery 
battles rage between Christ- 
ians and Muslims as Leba- 
non's civil war enters its 15th 
year. 

1990 — East German par- 
liament names Lothar de 
Mainere as prime minister , 
supports swift reunification 
and recognise Polish border. 

Saturday, April 13 

1528 — Pope Clemente 
VU establishes commission 
to determine validity of King 


Henry VlLI’s marriage to 
Catherine of Aragon in Eng- 
land. 

1534 — Sir Thomas More 
refuses to take oath to succes- 
sion. \ ■ 

1589 — Britain’s Sir Frau- 
ds Drake and Sir John Norris 
undertake expedition of 150 
ships and 18,000 men to Por- 
tugal. 

1598 — France’s King 
Henry VI signs Edict of 
Nantes, granting large mea- 
sure of religious liberty to 
Protestant Huguenots. 

1605 — Theodore JI suc- 
ceeds as Tsar of Russia on 
death of bis father Boris 
Godunov. 

1772 — Warren Hastings 
is appointed governor of 
Bengal in India. 

1796 — French forces 

under Napoleon Bonaparte 
defeat A ustrians at Millesimo 
in northern Italy. 

1848 — Sicily is declared 
independent of Naples. 

1868 — British forces 

under Robert Napier capture 
MagdaJa in Ethiopia. 

1909 — Army counter- 
revolution in Constantinople 
against rule of Mohammedan 
Union. 

1954 — Cheddi Jagan. 
former prime minister, is 
sentenced , and British 
Guiana becomes a “proc- 
laimed area." 

1961 — U.N. General 
Assembly condemns apar- 
theid. 

1975 — Fighting rages in 
South Vietnam’s Mekong 
Delta as Communists press 
drive to take city of -Yuan 
Loc; civil war breaks out in 
Lebanon. 

1976 — Munitions plant 
explosion in Finland leaves 
45 dead and 7 injured. 

1986 — Stampede by Hin- 
du pilgrims kills at least 46 
people and injures 39 others 
at religious festival at banks 
Ganges River northeast of 
New Delhi , India. 

1989 — Independent Soli- 
darity trade union in Poland 
files for registration after 
seven-year ban . 

1990 — Sower President 
Mikhail Gorbachev gives 
Lithuania until April 15 to 
withdraw its declaration of 
independence, threatening 
an economic embargo if it 
fails to do so. 

Sunday , April 14 


ates its alliance with France. 

1629 — Peace of Susa aids 
war between England and 
France. 

1672 — Alliance is signed 
between Prance and Sweden 
against Dutch. 

1834 — Republican upris- 
ing in France is crushed by 
army under Adolphe Thiers. 

1849 — Hungarian Diet 
proclaims independence with 
Louis Kossuth as governor- 
president. 

1865 — U.S. President 
Abraham Lincoln is shot by 
actor John Wilkes Booth at 
Ford Theatre in Washington , 
D.C., and dies following 
morning. 

1890 — Delegates to 
Washington Conference Of 
American States create what 
is to become Pan American 
Union. 

1912 — Liner Titanic 
strikes iceberg in North 
Atlantic, and more than 
1,500 lives are lost when ship 
sinks. 

1931 — King Alfonso flees 
in Spanish revolution , and 
Alcala Zamora becomes 
president of provisional gov- 
ernment. 

1945 — U.S. bombers 
pound Tokyo and Japan’s im- 
perial palace in World War 

n. 

1970 — U.S. Apollo 13 
spacecraft heads back to 
Earth after moon mission 
that was aborted because of 
mechanical problems. 

1972 — Terrorists set off 
chain of explosions across 
northern Ireland , killing 
several people. 

1977 — Sower Union 
orders its fishing fleet to 
strictly observe new fishing 
regulations set by United 
States off its coasts: 

1987 — Syrian troops de- 
ploy at outskirts of Lebanese 
port city of Sidon — farthest 
south they have been since 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 
1982. 

1988 — Sower Union signs 
accord to end its intervention 
in Afghanistan and to allow 
Red Army to start troop 
withdrawal. 

1900 — Lithuanian Presi- 
dent Vytautus Landsbergis 
says Lithuania will not re- 
voke its declaration of inde- 
pendence, despite Soviet 
President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's threat of an econo- | 
mic embargo. j 


JTV CHANNEL 2 
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WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, April 11 

8:30 Day By Day 

Great Expectations 

Kate suddenly discovers 
■that her son is doing well at 

school and decides that he 
should do better and tries to 
enforce a Spartan system on 
him. 

9:10 The Black Forest Clink 
The Man With The Case 
The hospital receives an 
old farmer patient. Quite an 
ordinary patient, except for 
one thing; he carried with 
him all his life savings in a 
small case and the case is with 

him at! the tim e 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Movie of the Week 

The Healers 

Starring; John Forsythe and 
Pat Harrington 
Dr. Robert, the hospital’s 
chief doctor, is against using a 
new drug on his patients and 
the research team is all for it. 
When the head of the re- 
search team tries it on hims elf 
it surprises everyone. 


Friday, April 12 

8330 Night Coart 
9:10 Shakespeare 
10:00 News in English 

10:20 Bergerac 

Come Out Fighting 

French champion-boxer 
Jack is getting ready to tight 
against Britain’s champion 
Eddy. Jack is the villain and . 
Eddy is the opposite andjso *. 
Bergerac sides with Eddy.;-* 

• i. ^ 

-Saturday, April 13 

8£Q No Job For A Lady 

Questions, Questions 

Gene is experiencing rais- 
ing questions and issues in 
the House of Commons for 
the Grst time... and what a 
complicated matter it proves 
to be. 

9:00 Encounter 
10:00 News in English 

10:20 Feature FUm 

The War Wagon 

Starring: John Wayne and 
Kirk Douglas 

When Lomax steps into the 
scene , Ted Jackson who re- 
cently got out of jail wants to 
retrieve his ranch back from a 
gang of villains. 


Sunday, April Id 

8:30 Mother- And Son 
The Divorce 

Arthur wants to divorce his 
wife and Liz discovers that 
her husband is having an 
affair with his nurse... you 
can imagine what complica- 
tions lie ahead. 

9:10 All Our Children 

Beginning To Believe 

This interesting 
documentary deals with how 
different children from diffe- 
rent countries encounter , as 


B.C. 


well as, respond to early reli- 
gious upbringing. 

10.H0 News in English 

10:20 Paradise 
The Last Warrior 

A lumber company moves 
in the neighbourhood with 
die obvious aim of cutting 
down trees. John Taylor , the 
Indian, strongly believes that 
this is wrong and naturally 
Ethan offers help. 


Monday, April 15 

8t30 Guide a Girls 

Sophie learns the true na- 
ture of her illness and both 
are unable to cope with the 
new circumstances. Finally , 
inspiration hits Blanche T s way 
and she writes her Grst novel. 

9:10 Inside Story 

Millionaire John knows 
that Paula can help him 
purchase the paper which she 
does... in return for some- 
thing. 

lOriH) News in En glish 

10ti!0 Feature Film 

B Dorado 

Starring: Robert MSchnm 
A classic western that fea- 
tures two top stars and tells 
the story of two friends trying 
hard to help a drunken sheriff 
battle a gang of sober villains. 


Tuesday, April 16 

8&0 Charles In Charge 

Seeing Is Believing 

Charles gets stuck in the 
elevator with a blind woman, 
and he’ doesn’t realise it. 
When ' tie does', he chickens 
out tibm- having ah affair with 
her. u -- *' 

9:10 Costeau’s Discovery Of 
The World 

Marquesas Islands: Moun- 
tains From The Sea 

As usual , Costeau sails to 
sea to discover for us new 
islands, and the scientific and 
social study of the islands and 
their inhabitants ensues. 

KkOO News in English 

10:20 French Feature FUm 


Wednesday, April 17 

8riW After Henry 

Lines of Communications 

Lines of communications 
between Sara and her grand- 
mother breaks down because 
of the latter’s snooping 
around. Luckily the grand- 
daughter is able to mend 
fences. 

9:10 Our House 

Different Habits 

David and his sister Molly 
find hidden pictures of their' 
father with another woman... 
and when they confront their 
mother about it. they are 
given lessons in life. 

10:00 News in English 

1030 Love And Hate 

Colin is convicted and sent 
to jail. He is still in jail and 
still denies the charge. 


Mahmoud 
the imbecile 

By E. Yaghi 

Shadows of the deserted night cautiously tiptoed around 
the dimensions of the large Amman arch. Rough winds 
swept gnarled trees and bent them over further m an 
easterly direction while small bushes still roofed firmly in 
the hard ground held their positions. The gray cement and 
stone houses guarded the circle with shuttered windows 
and owners who had at last retreated to their beds, 
surrendered themselves to slumber. 

Sidewalks kept immaculately clean from continuous 
efforts of the city’s orange uniformed workers, resounded 
the lone footsteps of a man known as Mahmoud the 
imbecile. The silence of the night was broken by his voice 
which boomed out in a solo conversation. “ You’re all 
cattle! Whatever you receive , you squander. You’ll never 
learn. How many times have you had the chance to 
improve yourselves, yet remain the same, ” he complained. 
His round body shambled along against the winds which 
flapped his loose jacket and coiled around his pant legs. 

Whenever Mahmoud begged for bread , he was fed a 
meal. Whenever he asked for water, he was given yoghurt. 
At intervals, be was supplied with odd jobs to do by various 
merchants whose shops sat on or near the circle. He 
stomped the neighbourhoods now a begger , now a captain, 
usually holding complete conversations on his own to 
invisible associates. 

Curious folks often inquired, “ where do you come from?" 

*7 come from nowhere. " or, “ I come from everywhere, " he 
would reply. 

So be was known to be feeble minded and given odd jobs 
sweeping out stores and carrying sacks of goods here and there. 
His demands were simple and no one refused him. Feared by 
some, laughed at by others, be dwelt in a realm somewhere 
between reality and insanity. Voices from his heart or mind would 
speak to him and be would answer, striking up a conversation to 
himself wherever he was at the time. 

During this particular night, some policemen who were 
unfamiliar with the circle and the surrounding neighbourhood, 
stoppd Mahmoud as he shouted to himself. He was presumed to 
be a thief or a suspicious character. “Who are you?" They asked 
him. “ My name is Mahmoud and I'm from Aid family. I live over 
there," he pointed, “under the stairway of my family." 

The police questioned the Akl family about Mahmoud and 
were told, “No, he isn 'f a member of our family, but we feel sorry 
for him so we let him sleep under our stairs at night. He’s an idiot 
you know and barms no one . " * 

Mahmoud's incoherence and remoteness further convinced 
them that be was indeed an imbecile and better left alone. The 
policemen jumped back in their car and sped away. Continuing 
bis journey, Mahmoud prodded on. The night dew was fresh on 
bis tongue and its moisture wetted his face. He stopped down to 
catch a flying paper and stuffed it into his black trash bag where 
be hoarded his cache of treasured rubbish, all the while, bickering 
with himself. 

He didn't know why he was out in the middle of the night 
talking to himself. They had told him to come and their voices bad 
guided him. They spoke to him from the gnarled trees and from 
shrubs. They spoke to him from distant winds. It was they who j 
ordered him to gather precious flying papers and it was their j 
Invisible voices that told him to spring down into the deserted hut 
and light a tire where he bumed-his pile of stowed rubbish. 

He stood watching the red flames shoot into the dark night. The 
tire danced in bis eyes. A contented smile spread over his face. 
The voices taunting him from outside stopped and he was left with \ 
the voice whispering from bis heart. “Put more fuel on the fire, ’’it 
said. 'There are discarded clothes and wood to bum lodged under 
some rocks." 

So he dug for them with bis bands and dirt from the soil crept in 
under his fingernails to join the other dirt already stored there. 
He stumbled over to the fire and threw his find on the flames, 
nearly smothering them. Black wisps of somke rose in curled 
clouds and filled Mahmoud’s nostrils and filtered into his nose and 
throat 

Satisfied, be sat on some rocks nearby as the fire gained 
strength and burned once again. He answered the voice in his 
heart and said, "I keep cleaning after these cattle who throw their 
rubbish in the streets and homes of ghosts. But they never listen. 
My work never finishes. ” 

When the fire finally died, the imbecile sat confused. He 
scratched his bead and looked at his toes peeping out ar him from 
ragged shoes. He would wait for the voices to tell him what to do 
next. The chill of the night gnawed at his bones but he was 
unheeding. He looked up to the sky and found night was giving 
way to light He inhaled deeply and let the' air of the new dawn 
enter his lungs. He swallowed. The taste of the new day was fresh 
in his mouth and be smiled again. 

But the voices returned and spoke to him . fighting, teasing and 
bullying him. Once more his voice rose in protest. “I swear by 
God that no one ever listens to me. Tm an important person. Mv 
work is endless, yet you keep bothering me. Go and disturb 
someone else for a change.” 

And he continued to speak to himself in a loud voice as the 
winds pushed and pulled at him and blew his hair in different 
directions. At length, after much hassle, he returned to his cold 
shelter under the stairs of the merchant Akl who kindly let him 
sleep there. He flung himself down on a worn b/anbet and slept , 
like a baby until he would be awakened again by rustling voices 
which lived in his heart, mind, or grew out of the windblown trees 
and shrubs. Soon he would awake with pains of hunger grinding in 
bis stomach. Then be would scrounge once more for food 

No one knows why or how Mahmoud degenerated into a 
mentally handicapped person. Some say that he wasn Y always like 
this. At one time he had a good job, wore a suir and was respected 
by all But somehow some kind of misfortune struck him that 
warped and destroyed his mind and now he lives at the mercy of 
others while his mind pulls him in different directions and be is 
confused, frustrated, without a home and tragically alone. 

Perhaps, if you pass Mahmoud's circle in the deep of night 
when shadows tiptoe among the trees and winds whisper strange 
secrete you will hear Mahmoud the imbecile fitting with his 
mvtrible voices locked in his own world completely out of touch 
with everyone and everything. y 
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Chabrol’s Madame Bovary risks ruffling French feathers 
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By Michela Wrong 

Reuter 

PARIS — Adultery is usually 
a bankable theme for French 
cinema, and Claude Chabrol 
usually a bankable director. 

Both hit the screen in Pan's 
this week in Chabrol's latest 
work, Madame Bovary. a 
1990s version of Gustave 
Flaubert's much-filmed liter- 
ary classic. Yet the project's 
success is far from assured. 

The popularity of the 
novel, which once actually 
landed Flaubert in court for 
" outraging public morals. ’’ is 
now a positive handicap for 
prospective directors, who 
risk being pilloried for dis- 
torting a national favourite. 

The knives are already 
being sharpened for Chabrol . 
whose movie starring russet- 
haired actress Isabelle Hup- 
pert drew capacity audiences 


“ ' ~ braver than that, a fighter 


to matinee premieres in 
Paris. 

The daily Liberation's cri- 
tic found the film “ laborious " 
and "frozen. " while Le Pari- 
sien's expert said the big 
screen feature had a made- 
for-television look. 

The problem, critics admit- 
ted. is that everyone has his 
own image of Emma Bovary 

— the frustrated country doc- 
tor's wife who poisons herself 

— and few want to see it 
tainted by a director's im- 
aginings. even if that director 
is Chabrol. 

Brimming with expecta- 
tions to which modest origins 
in no way entitle her. her 
head full of romantic novels, 
young Emma makes the mis- 
take of marrying a doltish 
country physician. 

She swiftly realises her 
error. Bored to distraction in 


the stifling town of Yonville, 
she takes a series of lovers 
and adopts the lavish lifestyle 
of a great lady. 

Her debts become insur- 
mountable. When she real- 
ises the lovers she has ideal- 
ised will not save her from 
the trap closing in, she takes 
arsenic and dies in agony. 

"I have remained faithful 
to Gust a ve. "promises Chab- 
rol, who confesses to being 
totally obsessed by the novel 
he discovered on the day he 
lost his virginity. 

Maybe too faithful. Scene 
by scene, phrase by phrase, 
the maker of such master- 
pieces as The Cousins and 
The Girlfriends has meticu- 
lously, some would say sla- 
vishly. reproduced the story 
Flaubert sweated over for 
five years. 

Afraid of straying from the 


novel, rewritten laboriously 
by Flaubert in bis search for a 
pure, apparently effortless 
style. Giabrol has failed to 
give the film a needed crea- 
tive kick in the pants. 

“ Faced with his obsession, 
Chabrol seems paralysed. " 
comments Liberation. "To 
each his own Emma," 
shrugs Le Parisien. 

Flaubert poured his soul 
into his heroine, purging a 
hatred of the petit 
bourgeoisie, can tempi for 
small-town society and ex- 
asperation with a semi-in- 
valid existence in rural Nor- 
mandy. 

“ Madame Bovary. c'est 
moi." (I am Madame Bov- 
ary) the author once 'said, 
acknowledging the identifica- 
tion. 

The book was inspired by 
the local story of a young 


doctor's wife who had com- 
mitted suicide, suggested to 
Flaubert by a friend who 
disapproved of his romantic 
gushings and thought he 
needed a more realistic topic. 

When the book was first 
published in serial form in 
1856 the authorities were 
shocked by the frank account 
of female frustration and de- 
sires, calling Emma lasci- 
vious and depraved. Flaubert 
was put on trial. 

But the author was not the 
only person to see himself 
mirrored in the heroine — 
women all over France had 
recognised their own dilem- 
mas" and the work swiftly 
became a bestseller. 

"My poor Bovary no doubt 
suffers and weeps in 20 vil- 
lages of France, al this very 
moment." said Flaubert, who 
was acquitted on charges of 
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affronting public morals. 

The portrait of Emma was 
so accurate it gave rise to the * 
term "bovarysme" — mean- 
ing romantic dissatisfaction, a 
longing to escape the banality 
of everyday existence. 

Huppert, who specialises 
in portraying introverts 
driven to desperate acts , sees 
the tale in more feminist 
terms. 

She believes the heroine 
has been unfairly dismissed 
by critics who fail to take into 
accouni the restrictions 
women endured in the 19th 
century. 

"The term ‘ bovarysme ' is 
used to define anyone who 
lives in a dream world, who 
suffers from melancholy. " 
the 38-year-old actress said in 
a recent radio interview. 

“ But I found a different 
Madame Bovary. someone 


battling against a very rigid, 
very misogynist society which 
offered very little room for 
manoeuvre. ” 

Huppert's portrayal , which 
includes a gruesome death- 
bed scene . is already being 
hailed as the “ role of a 
career” for the actress, who 
sprang to international atten- 
tion in The Lacemaker. 

The French, enchanted by 
the recent award-winning 
adaptation of the classic 
Cyrano De Bergerace. star- 
ring Gerard Depardieu, have 
acquired something of a taste 
for filmed literature. 

But unless audiences differ 
with the critics. Chabrol's 50- 
million-franc ( SS.S million) 
project may go the same way 
as the eight other screen ver- 
sions of Bovary made since 
the 1930s. all now virtually 
forgotten. 
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Victoria Principal combines business with acting 






By Ronald Clarke 
Reuter 


Victoria Principal . 


LOS ANGELES — Actress 
Victoria Principal — Pam 
Ewing of the oil -and-sex 
television series Dallas — 
loves clinching a big deal in 
real life. 

She has an acre of land in 
Beverly Hills, home of mil- 
lionaires and Hollywood 
stars, and the latest Mercedes 
sports car to prove she knows 
how to do it. 

"My career is a tug of war 
between my love for business 
and my love for acting. " she 
said. “/ am a full-time 
businesswoman and a full- 
time actress, and I love mak- 
ing a deal.” 

Victoria Principal Produc- 
tions — “a very modest 
name," she says with a laugh 
— has become one of the 
most successful small produc- 
tion companies in the U.S. 
television industry. 


She has produced and star- 
red in half a dozen major 
television productions, in- 
cluding Naked Lie. Blind 
Witness, Sparks and Just 
Life, and is completing 
another of her productions. 
Nightmare. 

“ 1 find producing the pro- 
jects in which I appear is 
double the duty and also dou- 
ble the pleasure," the slim, 
mini-skihed. 41-year-old ac- 
tress said in an interview. 

At a rime when the indus- 
try is turning to smaller 
budget films, her company 
has recently taken on more 
staff including a number of 
big names 

**. Money has never been my 
main goal, ” she said. “ When 
there is a project / like. I 
must be a part of it. I want to 
act in it. I want to produce it. 

" And then there is the joy 
of pitching it to the television- 
networks. 1 think to myself: 
Here is this great . idea and 


Oscar-winning film shines 
attention on Sioux Indians 




KANSAS Cm r (Agencies) — 
Perhaps the biggest winner at 
the Academy Awards wasn't 
Kerin Costner's epic western 
Dances With Wolves, but the 
American Indians depicted in 
the film. 

"This is probably going to 
have a huge impact on the 
Sioux people." said Tim 
Giago . publisher of the Lako- 
ta Times, based in Rapid 
City, South Dakota, where 
many Sioux five. 

The most common view of 
Sioux Indians, who make up 
most of the population on the 
six huge reservations in South 
Dakota, is that of a people 
lost in poverty, unemploy- 
ment and alcohol, and unable 
to emerge from underneath a 
blanket of federal handouts. 

Statistics back up the stark 
realities of fife on the reser\-a- 
tions, but Giago and other 
Sioux leaders say something 
like Dances helps people get 
beyond their surface under- 
standing of American Indi- 
ans. 

The movie, which swept 
the Awards by winning seven 
of 12 Oscars for which it was 
nominated, including Best 
Picture, portrayed a white 
soldier living among the 
Lakota Sioux tribe during the 
period just after the Amer- 
ican Civil War and at the start 
of what became known as the- 
Indian Wars. 

“ We're certainly going to 
encourage people to come 
visit the reservations. ” Ralph 
Moran, tribal chairman for 
the Rosebud Indian Reserva- 
tion. said. 

"It was a very positive 
movie and we hope it has an 
impact on the reservation in 
terms of tourism. You know 
the state is certainly going to 
try and cash in on it. " 

Rosebud also is the home 
of Doris Leader Charge, who 
translated Michael Blake’s 


acceptance speech into Lako- 
ta during the award cere- 
monies. Blake won the Oscar 
for Best Adapted Screenplay, 
based on his novel Dances 
With Wolves. 

Costner, who directed, 
starred and co-produced the 
film, opted to use the native 
Lakota language of western 
Sioux tribes with English sub- 
titles — a move fhar proved 
popular with moviegoers and 
Sioux leaders. 

Before the success of the 
film, international attention 
had been focused on the 
Sioux Indians following the 
December centennial observ- 
ance of the Wounded Knee 
Massacre, which culminated 
a year that South Dakota 
Governor George Mickelson 
had called the "year of recon- 
ciliation. " 


vogue, and we should show 
people what we are about — 
let them know about the 
good and the bad." Giago 
said. 

"For once , there's some- 
thing good. I'm sick and tired 
of the eastern (east cost) 
media coming here and going 
away to win awards with the 
same stories about alcohol 
and poverty on the reserva- 
tion. " 

Giago, who grew up on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reserva- 
tion in southwest South 
Dakota, is currently a Nei- 
man Fellow at Harvard Uni- 
versity and is among the 
nominees for this year's Pulit- 
zer Prize for commentary. 


The National Park Service 
is looking into establishing 
either a national memorial or 
monument for the more than 
200 Sioux /nd/a ns cut down a 
century ago by U.S. troops. 

Last month, the United 
Sioux tribes met to begin 
working out tribal differences 
on the issue of returning land 
in the Black Hills originally 
promised to the Sioux in the 
1S68 Fort Laramie Treaty. 


"I predicted that if they 
followed the script, it would 
be successful," he said. 

"When / walked out of that 
movie, I had a big lump in my 
throat. I looked around and a 
lot of white people had a sad 
look on their faces too, ” said 
Alex White Plume , a mem- 
ber of Oglala Sioux Execu- 
tive Committee. “ Side by 
side. I couldn't believe it 
when they walked out like 
that. " 


The U.S. Supreme Court 
awarded monev. now in a 
trust totalling $253.6 million, 
for reparations. However, 
the tribe has been split for 
many years on whether to 
take the money or press for 
land in the Biack Hills. 

Senator Bill Bradley, a 
Democrat of New Jersey , 
presented a bill in 19SS that 
would return federal land in 
the Black Hills to the tribe, 
but the bill has been stalled in 
committee. 

There has been talk that 
the bill will resurface soon. 

“ Right now we're in 


The film shows Indians as 
people protecting their land 
rather than as savages, they 
say. 

*7 think it portrays the 
Indians the way it should. In 
other western movies. they 
portrayed the Indians as the 
bad guys, as scary people 
said Nathan Chasing His 
Horse. 15. who played a 
young Sioux named Smiles A 
Lot in the film. 

“ We were just people 
trying to five our fives. ... We 
were nice and kind people," 
said Nathan , a member of the 
Rosebud Sioux Tribe whose 
family lives outside the town 
of White River. South Dako- 


ta . 


they are going to love it, " she 
said with a gurgling laugh. 

Principal says she never 
lets business get in the way of 
her marriage to plastic 
surgeon Harry Glass man. 

"From the beginning we 
agreed we would never go 
longer than three weeks with- 
out seeing each other. When 
I am on location, he flies out 
every other weekend," she 
said. 

Principal received a good 
break at the start of her film 
career when she was given 
the part of a mistress along- 
side Paul Newman in The 
Life And Times Of Judge 
Roy Bean in 1971. The role 
changed her fife. 

"J was catapulted from 
anonymity to being known all 
over the United States in 
three months, and this is 
shocking to a young person, " 
she said. ■. 

"I had no family or friends 
in Los Angeles and so there 


was no one I could turn to 
reconcile my confusion about 
this. " 

Subsequent film roles were 
less memorable and Princip- 
al, the daughter of a sergeant 
major, gave up acting. She 
could always fail back on her 
old job — teaching back- 
gammon. 

She became an actors' 
agent and went to law school 
in the hope she could become 
a studio executive. 

Then came Dallas in 1978. 
Principal, who has also used 
her business instincts to make 
a string of successful invest- 
ments, was said to have 
negotiated a deal for $25,000 
an episode. By the fifth sea- 
son, she had more than dou- 
bled her salary. 

*7 finally left Dallas be- 
cause I wanted to grow as an 
actress and because I wanted 
to get my production com- 
pany running she said. 

*7 devoted myseff to my 


company for the next two 
years, working full time in 
the office, taking meetings 
and learning bow to buy and 
develop projects. 

‘7 have a good track record 
because of all the projects / 
developed only one has not 
been made." 


She also wrote a keep fit 
book , The Body Principal, 
followed by The Diet Princip- 
al and The Beauty Principal. 

Principal is a dedicated ac- 
tress. For Blind Witness she 
attended the blind institute 
and had special lenses fitted 
so she could experience what 
it was like to be blind. 


blind. My husband is the best 
sport and it was very interest- 
ing for both of us. 

"He was my eyes and when 
we wen? walking along a bluff 
he would describe the bluff 
and the people nearby. There 
was an intimacy that doesn't 
exist between two seeing peo- 
ple. And 1 had the luxury of 
being able to see the next 
dav. ” 


“I wore them from when I 
got up until just before I went 
to bed so I could understand 
what it was like to five in the 
dark,'’ she said. 

"I went on vacation with 
my husband during that time 
and I told him I would have 
to spend half of my time 


In Nightmare, she plays 
Linda Hamm-r.v.* a me -:’: ■ 
whose * 

is accosted no u.r way home, 
from a friend's house. Ham- 
mond decides she will stop at 
nothing to protect her daugh- 
ter. even if it means taking 
the law into her own hands. 


“I did not have to do re- 
search on my role because I 
am a stepmother with two 
children and all I had to 
. imagine was one of them 
being harmed." Principal 
sqid. 




Cartoonist Rene Laloux dreams on 




By Katia Sabet 


CAIRO — He was a poor 
French boy , but he had a 
dream. He loved painting 
and the movies, but he also 
had to support himself. So 
Rene Laloux found a job in a 
psychiatric hospital and pro- 
ceeded to set up painting, 
music and theatre workshops 
for the patients. In this un- 
likely setting he began a 
meteoric career that took him 
to the heights of fame and 
transformed the world of 
French cartoon movies. 

Six years after he started 
work at the hospital , Laloux 
won the special Jury Prize at 
the Cannes Film Festival for 
a cartoon film he bad made 
with his patients. The success 
of "La Planete Sauvage" 
(The Wild Planet) projected 
the young filmmaker into the 
magic world of animated 
characters and the comic 


strip. 

in 1967, a year bubbling 
with creativity and new ideas, 
Laloux met Rene Folon, the 
French master of satirical 
drawing. He also began a. 
long collaboration with Ro- 
land Topor, another creative 
giant who had just joined a 
new popular satirical maga- 
zine called Harakiri. 
Together the two artists 
made two short films, ‘‘Les 
Temps Morts” (Empty 
Tunes) and “ Les Escargots ” 
(Snails). The works broke 
new ground both in content 
and graphics style and 
pioneered a new era in 
French cartoon art. 

Cartoons have enjoyed a 
huge revival in Europe dur- 
ing the past 10 years, with 
France and Belgium in the 
lead. A whole host of new 
books, whose characters have 
become household names, is 
celebrated at an annual book 
festival in he western city of 
Angouieme. Very little of the 
material is aimed at children , 
and fans of the “B.D. ” (short 


for bande desstnee — comic 
strip) consider the genre a 
new form of art. 

Explains filmmaker 
Laloux , who was interviewed 
during a recent visit to Egypt: 
“We had our marching 
orders, so to speak. These 
were not cartoons, they were 
not for children and they 
were not comedy. We wanted 
to do something different, 
something fantastic, lyrical, 
poetic, provocative ... / was 
interested in sophisticated 
graphics and talented artists. 
I loved to work with artists in 
the same way as I had worked 
with the patients at the 
psychiatric hospital. I try to 
bring out their bidden ta- 
lent. ” 

Laloux admits that it 
wasn't hard to draw out the 
talent of a ' master like Topor, 
but transforming drawings 
into moving images is 
another matter. "The draw- 
ings have to be put into a 
dramatic context, they have 
to be brought to life, they 
must be given a rhythm and a 
pace in the narrative," he 
adds. 

Mickey Mouse, Donald 
Duck, Tom and Jerry and all 
the other stars of the cartoon 
world are like the cast of a 
movie. They are the product 
of a lengthy creative process, 
which, like in an ordinary 
feature film, is controlled by 
the director. “Die director is 
the boss. On the artistic level 
there is no democracy, and 
the work is the same for a 
cartoon as a real movie with 
actons. There are sets, music, 
dialogue , mixing , editing ... 
technically, it boils down to 
the same thing, ” says Laloux. 

He is currently writing a 
book about the art he knows 
best because , he says, no one 
has done it before. "In my 
opinion the art of the cartoon 
is far richer, more inventive 
and grown-up than the art of 
making a film with actors. 
The whole phenomenon by 


which the spectator identifies 
■ with the star of the screen is 
what makes the cinema 
magic, but at the same time it 
is a pretty simple equation. 
The cartoon is abstract, ideas 
are being projected on the 
screen that have no direct 
reference to the public, ’’ he 
explains. 

Creators of cartoon films, 
therefore, must find a way to 
make sure that the audience 
can relate to the subject. The 
film has to carry a message. 
At the same time . Laloux 
notes , most of the movie 
moguls think of cartoons as 
kid stuff. "Most adults see 
children as having very li- 
mited minds that cannot re- 
ceive too many messages and 
need simple thoughts. This is 
a very conformist and con- 
ventional vision of the child. 
To me, children are an ideal 
audience because the poten- 
tial of their imagination is far 
greater than that of adults, ” 
be argues. 

According to Laloux , his 
work at the psychiatric hos- 
pital gave him an insight into 
how the mind works as we 
age. His conclusion: "Adults 
are alienated and unhappy 
most of the time. Some of os 
escape that fate, ” he adds, 
laughing, "but in general the 
adult spectator has a lazy , 
disappointing mind." 

Laloux is convinced that 
children need stimulating im- 
ages to help them fulfill their 
creative potential as adults. 
He recalls with delight an 
occasion when his films were 
shown to an audience of 5- 
and 6-year-olds. "It was the 
most rewarding experience I 
have ever had. What an audi- 
ence! They are very imagina- 
tive and critical at the same 
tune.” Laloux sees the car- 
toon as a potentially powerful 
educational tool, an idea cur- 
rently explored by French 
educators. Meanwhile, he is 
planning an bour-long 
adaptation of the 18th cen- 



Ream Laloux 


.tury fairy .tale The Beauty 
And The Beast. He does not 
seem worried that the Disney 
Studio , with its considerable 
resources, is filming a version 
of the same story due out in. 
about three years. "Mine will 
be made with little money, 
but it will come out in a 
year,” Laloux says. 

Other projects include a 
television series he is making 
with artist Jacques Colombat. 
"The theme is a little surreal- 
ist, and ‘green.’ Earth is no- 
thing more than a huge gar- 
bage can , and man leaves to 
find somewhere else to five. 
Objects and animals are left 


alone, and they seize power. " 

The filmmaker predicts 
that other art forms related to 
the cartoon are likely to de- 
velop further, particularly 
puppet shows such as the 
wildly popular TV Muppets. 
“ One development we don't 
think about enough is that 
televison calls for three- 
dimensional characters. / 
think this trend is going to 
grow, and soon. Another 
probable trend is the use of 
real actors dressed up to look 
like fantastic, incredible 
beings. ” Incredible? Nothing 
is in Laloux’s world — World 
News Link. 
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Health & Medicine 


Salt link to 
hypertension 
stronger than 
suspected 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, APRIL 1 1-12, 1991 


Abortion in Brazil— frequent and often deadly 




LONDON (AP) — Salt has a 
greater link to high blood 
pressure than previous stu- 
dies have indicated, and even 
those not at risk should cut 
their salt intake by about 
one-third, researchers say in 
the British medical journal. 

Researchers surveyed 78 
studies invoking 47.000 peo- 
ple to make the connection, 
which had been disputed in a 
number of recent studies. 

Every study that dis- 
counted the benefits of a 
low-salt diet lasted less than 
five weeks, which was not 
enough time, said Dr. Mal- 
colm Law . who directed the 
review. 

Some studies were faulted 
for failing to account for' 
numerous variables or for us- 
ing the wrong merhod to de- 
termine salt intake, said Law. 
of the Department of Environ- 
mental and Preventive Medi- 
cine at University of Lon- 
don's St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital Medical College. 

“The bottom is that every- 
one, even if their doctor 
didn't tell them they were at 
high risk for heart disease, 
should reduce die amount of 
salt in their diets by at hast 3 
grammes (half a teaspoon) a 
day,” Law said in an inter- 
view 

For a typical American 
adult, that would mean cut- 
Jt'ii-J v : stske hy a third — 
;; . .£■,«. vons a tLy :o a 

single teaspoon, he said. 

In people over 50, he said 
that reduction would bring 
down blood pressure by ab- 
out five millimetres of mer- 
cury in healthy people and by- 
seven millimetres in 
hypertensive people. 

Hypertension , or persis- 
tently high blood pressure, 
has been associated with an 
increased risk of stroke and 
heart attacks. About 32' mil- 


lion people in the United 
States are hypertensive. 

77ie upper limit for normal 
blood pressure is considered 
about 140 millimetres of mer- 
cury systolic and 90 mil- 
limetres of mercury diastolic, 
more frequently expressed as 
“ 140 over 90.” 

Blood pressure, measured 
in millimetres of mercury, 
reflects the force of the blood 
on the walls of the heart. 
Systolic pressure, typically 
the top number of the read- 
ing. is the maximum pressure 
at the end of the heart's 
forceful squeeze. Diastolic 
pressure is the minimum . 
when the heart muscles re- 
laxes to allow blood to How 
in. 

Law said low-salt diets 
would save one in five people 
from strokes, one in six from 
heart disease, and one in two 
from needing anti-hyperten- 
sive drugs. That works out to 
about 250.000 fewer deaths a 
year in the United States, he 
added. 

Dr. Graham Colditz of 
Harvard Medical School said 
the British researchers “pre- 
sent a persuasive argument, ” 
about the dangers of salt. 
However, Colditz said in a 
telephone interview, he is 
skeptical about Law's extra- 
polation of the reduction in 
deaths. 

Men typically eat aooui 10 
grammes of salt daily, and 
women eat eight grammes 
daily. Law said. 

Too much salt is hidden in 
canned foods, breads and 
other processed food, he 
said. If the food industry 
would lighten up on the salt 
shaker, people could reduce 
their blood pressure without 
cutting out cheese or ice 
cream, or sacrificing other 
favourite foods, he said. 


By Todd Lewan 

The Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil 
— Brazil, the world's largest 
Roman Catholic country , 
contains 3 per cent of the 
planet’s people , bur accounts 
for 10 per cent of its abor- 
tions, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) says. 
Many of them are deadly. 

Of the approximately 1 
million abortions performed 
yearly in the country , about 
10,000 are fatal, said Dr. Luis 
Eduardo Vaz Miranda, presi- 
dent of the Brazilian Pediat- 
rics Society. Another 200,000 
women are hospitalised be- 
cause of complication from 
abortions, he said. 

Birth control is a subject of 
controversy in Brazil and 
abortion is illegal except in 
rape cases or when pregnancy 
threatens a woman's life. 

Pregnant women are com- 
monly fried from their jobs or 
face discrimination if they are 
able to continue working. 

Birth control was legalised 
only in the 1989 constitution 
and little information is avail- 


able about it. Contraceptives 
usually are available only at 
private drug stores, not in 
state health clinics. 

One result is ignorance 
that leads to desperation, as 
in the case of Alexandra, a 
16-year-old street girl. 

When Alexandra disco- 
vered she was going to have a 
baby in six months, she asked 
three friends to beat it out of 
her. They did , one summer 
night on a Rio street comer, 
with their feet and a broom 
handle. 

Alexandra passed out on 
the sidewalk and began 
hemorrhaging. 

An ambulance rushed her 
to a hospital. She nearly died, 
but the bleeding stopped and 
she was back on the streets a 
week later, begging and en- 
gaging in prostitution . 

“ 1 bate what I did,” Alex- 
andra said, tears coursing 
down her cheeks as she and 
two friends told the story. 
“But I couldn't bring my 
baby into the world to suf- 
fer. ” 

Doctors and feminists say 
that even in cases of rape, iris 


almost impossible to obtain a 
legal abortion because police 
reports, a judge's authorisa- 
tion and a report from a state 
medical office are required. 

“The system is designed to 
make getting an abortion im- 
possible." said Dr. Helio 
Ludwig Pereira, a leading 
Rio pediatrician. 

Illegal abortion is a thriv- 
ing business , and for the 
wealthy can be quick and 
safe. Private doctors perform 
abortions at clandestine di- 
mes on the tree-lined streets 
of Rio's affluent south zone. 

Tilings are much different 
for miUiohs of impoverished 
women in Brazil. Many 
attempt abortions by them- 
selves, with knitting needles, 
clothes bangers or the stem of 
a castor plant. 

Midwives, witch doctors 
and free-lance medics in rural 
areas may charge $300 — 
nearly three months’ income 
for half the population — for 
a procedure that involves in- 
serting a plastic tube into the 
cervix to create an infection 
and induce an abortion. 

“It's doubly unfair,” said 


Ana Ffrgueiras, director of 
the organisation SOS Child 
and Adoiescents. “Poor 
women pay three times more 
and run obscene health 
risks. ” 

Women in outlying areas 
often have no access to con- 
traceptives, and those who do 
find the cost prohibitively 
high. 

. ‘'Three condoms cost 600 
cruzeiros ($3), ” said Claudia , 
18, who has lived in the 
streets of Rio’s impoverished 
north zone for four years. “I 
can ear lunch for that.” 

Latin America’s “macho” 
tradition also impedes birth 
control. Many men see 
offspring as a measure of 
their masculinity, and dis- 
courage their wives from us- 
ing contraceptives for fear 
they will take other sexual 
partners. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
abandoned girls who survive 
on Brazil's streets as beggars 
or prostitutes are especially 
vulnerable. 

Generally , street girls are 
too frightened to talk about 
abortion, but several reluc- 




tantly agreed to meet with a 
reporter if a female social 
worker they trusted was pre- 
sent. 

The meeting took place at 
night , under a chestnut tree 
on the edge of Copacabana 
beach, with a dozen children 
sleeping on slabs of card- 
board nearby. 

Adriana de Albuquerque 
Viana, a 14-year-old veteran 
of four years on the streets, 
spoke softly of her first pre- 
gnancy. 

“My stomach started to frll 
up,” said the dark, bony girl 
dressed in sandals, a black 
T-shirt and benpuda shorts. 
“A friend said a demon was 
inside me. I was desperate. ” 

She sought out a “Ctrran- 
deiro, ” or witch doctor , in a 
hilltop slum. 

In a playwood shack , she 
drank half a cup of brew 
containing cocaine, rum, 
marijuana, black beans and 
herbs. She lay down. The 
witch doctor rubbed more of 
it on her toes and chanted. 

“Ida few minutes, it drop- 
ped out of me, ” she said. ” “/ 
felt a great pain and I started 


bleeding. The Curandeiro 
told me I needed to take rose 
- tea.” 

Adriana gulped down the 
tea , made from the petals of 
white roses, which is used for 
spiritual healing in Affo- 
Branlian spirit religions. The 
bleeding soon slowed, then 
stopped, she said. 

Her friend Vania da Silva 
Moreira, an unwed mother of 
two at 21, nodded. 

“I tried to do the same with 
my Fabiana,” she said, rock- 
ing her 2-month-old daughter 
in her arms. “But it didn't 
work. ” 

But several days later, the 
street girls reported that 
Fabiana had died , seemingly 
of heart failure. 

“ She was always weakly ,” 
said one of the girls. 

Jacqueline Hins de 
Oliveira, a volunteer at SOS 
Adolescents, listened to the 
stories and confirmed the 
methods. 

“ These girls don’t even 
know they're pregnant,” she 
said. “How would they know 
how to get a safe abortion?” 
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Caffeine response helps doctors pick right dose of chemotherapy 
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PHOENIX (AP) — Doctors 
have said they have found a 
way to figure out the safest 
and most effective dose of 
chemotherapy to treat cancer 
— by measuring the body’s 
response to the caffeine in a 
cup of coffee. 

So far , the new technique 
works for only one ex- 
perimental cancer medicine , 
but scientists are looking for 
similar tests that will help 
them tailor treatment more 
precisely. 

The goal is to allow physi- 
cians to give people enough 
cancer medicine to destroy 
their tumours without trig- 
gering life-threatening side 
effects. ..V 

Dr. Mark J. Ratain of the 


University of Chicago de- 
scribed his findings with the 
coffee test at a meeting of the 
American Cancer Society. 

In other presentations at 
the meeting . doctors de- 
scribed preliminary results 
with two new weapons 
against cancer. One com- 
bines a poison with a normal 
protein to target cancer cells. 
The other combines anti- 
bodies with radioactive iso- 
topes. 

The coffee test will allow 
doctors to pick the best dose 
of Amonafrde, a promising 
experimental medicine that is 
being .studied For use agajnst 
cancer of the breast, uterus 
and prostate. 

Currently, doctors pick 


doses of chemotherapy based 
on the patient's height and 
weight. However, there are 
great differences in how peo- 
ple respond to Amonafrde, as 
there are to many other 
drugs. A dose that causes no 
side effects for one person 
may kill another. 

Amonafrde is broken down 
in the body through a process 
known as acetylation. People 
who are fast acetylators pro- 
duce high levels of a subst- 
ance called N-Acetyl-Amo- 
nafrde. which is highly toxic. 

Therefore, people who are 
slow acetylators should re-i- 
ceive higher doses, and those ‘ 
who are fast acetylators 
should get less. But until 
recently, there was no way to ' 


figure this out in advance. 

Caffeine, the chemical that 
gives coffee its kick, is acety- 
lated the same way as Amo- 
nafrde. So by using urine 
analysis that measures how 
quickly people break down 
the caffeine in a cup of coffee 
or a can of caffeinated cola, 
doctors can estimate how 
their bodies will respond to 
the cancer drug. 

In testing on 18 cancer pa- 
tients, ratain found that 11 
were slow acetylators and 
seven were rapid' acetylators. 
All were given standard 
doses of the drug. None of 
the slow acetylators had se- 
rious side effects, but three of 
the fast acetylators had life- 
*■' threatening reactions. 


On other subjects. Dr. C. 
Frederick Lemaistre of the 
■ University of Texas at San- 
Antonio outlined the use of a 
natural human protein that 
has been welded to a poison 
through genetic engineering. 

Unlike most healthy tissue, 
some cancer cells are highly 
responsive to a natural subst- 
ance called Interleukin 2, or 
ILr-2. So doctors combined the 
gene that makes human IL-2 
with the gene that makes 
diphtheria toxin . 

This test-tube gene makes 
a protein that will zero in on 


toxin to the cancer cell. ” ■ 

In the other new techni- 
que, doctors combined 
tumour-hunting antibodies 
with radioactive isotopes. Dr. 
Oliver W. Press of the Uni- 
versity of Washington h3s± 
used this approach to treat 2s 
people with advanced non- 
Hodgkins lymphoma.. 

His team found that those 
with more than 2 pounds (1 
kilogramme) of cancer in 
their bodies were unlikely to 
respond, so they were able to 
test the approach on 11 of 28 
patients who were selected 


Weekend Crossword 


cancer cells that take in IL-2, '-fpy the study. Of these, nine 
and carry .a .lethal dose of Bad complete .initial, remis- 
poison into the cells. sions, and four have re- 

“ ‘It's a smart bomb,” said , n Ji^ned cancer free for 
Lemaistre. “It can guide the periods up to 2Vi years. 




FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
By Olive Dunn 


i Rendezvous ot 

39 Gentleman 

72 Cordage plant 

98 Border Lake 

witcne* 

40 Wooowohcing 

74 Apple variety 

100 Crony 

7 E* travagant 

machine 

79 La Douca 

102 Puerto — 

13 Ruhr «v 

45 Mare of verea 

80 FasisonaM 

104 Under — 

IS Bakery trews 

SO it sculptor 

society 

( burdened) 

20 " — parade 

51 Basketry fibers 

82 Neckline shape 

100 GW 

21 Reserves 

52 FaMa m a way 

S3 Miami's coiouy 

109 — War 

23 Stan of veree 

63 Anthropoids 

84 Vulgarian 

(racehorse) 

20 What's nappeiwfl 

54 Pasture 

B6 Taxable 

110 Statutes 

27 Rywardad 

56 Contest 

Item 

114 End ol verse 

28 Govt gp 

58 Mama dog 

89 Presley's 

tlB Small pat 

29 RooHm porch 

59 Senes — (certain 

inatnmani 

119 Eisenhower s 

30 To — 

literature) 

91 More ol verse 

Secretory ol Slate 

(partectTyi 

fit Some Euopeens 

94 Mist 

120 Cut 

31 Air rulor 

62 On me house 

95 Witnout limit 

121 Big none m farm 

32 Balance 

63 Grv» confidence 

96 a he* out ot 

mac finery 

33 Hymn 

» 

you' 

122 Assaults 

37 Chinquapin or 

66 Thwart 

97 First asteroid 

123 V-shapeo 

pr*go 

69 new 

■ks covered 

foroheanons 

DOWN 

1 — up Wompietefy 

24 Torpor 

6i Fiendisn ones 

90 Remarkable to e 

successful) 

25 in general 

62 Swamp 

Scot 

2 Foal sympathy 

30 Word ol assent 

64 Footed vase 

92 Single 

3 Look what ths 

31 Score 

65 Approve 

93 Wounds 

wtna — m' 

32 Morocco range 

67 Cote owetier 

99 MOunlan Cham 

4 Foods 

33 Fig tree 

68 San — . CA 

100 — one's weignT 

5Trv to 

34 Supnbke pan 

69 Fotgned manner 

101 Soap plant 

6 Rendezvous 

35 Useful Bung 

70 Trchie the fancy 

103 Quae 

7 Elevate 

36 Minimum 

71 Barbara or 

104 Shoemaker's 

8 Tavern Quiff 

38 Dawn goddess 

Anna 

MOf 

9 Fashion 

39 Plan 

73 Move slowly 

105 Food fen 

10 — tower idttcter 

41 Perfume 

75 Roman magistrate 

106 Omk to excess 

ot sons) 

42 "— were the 

7B Woodland deity 

107 Counsel old style 

11 pm and pick 

days" 

77 "Thera is nothing 

108 Gyrated 
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Human egg might aid 
fertilisation with homing signal 


H lip ' 

IS Onto 

13 Stem o» vore 

14 Comes up on 
sudden* 

15 Kind erf cracker 
IB Ht&errtt* 
J7Lw* . 

19 OHano nmo l 
22 RR depot 


«3 — morale 
44 Sundance Kid's 

sfiSurrowers 

47 place of e-cHe 

48 Setitsn one 

49 Km of dance 
55 Cmt 

57 Recipe amt 

50 SmM a — 


Hto — • 

78 Fathers. Fr 

79 Wading pird 
BO Actress Arthur 

81 Deennes 

82 OH-timer 
85 Conduct 

87 — deboeut 
(small window} 

88 Soviet parte 


D'mgramhSS 17X17, By Thomas W.Sducr 


ACROSS 
1 " — Mommy 
Kissing..." 

5 Raise plana 
9 With mouth open 

14 Memo 

15 — visa, ca 

16 Dickons' Hoop 

17 Singer irom NM 
IB Romulus brother 

20 Watched j TV 
snow 

21 Coflea server 

22 Equal: Fr. 


DOWN 

1 Harm 

2 ASAP worts 

3 Wisdom goddess 

4 Proceed on 

5 Plnaarm 

6 Musical show 

7 Nonpareil 

8 Caution 
dGdded 

10 World-class 
cydrat 

11 Point towards 

12 Singer Abdul 


23 Algerian aty 

24 Peasant 

26 Can. prav 

27 Tableland 

28 From — Z 

29 "Musl've been 
something — " 

31 Actress bom m 
Hollywood 
37 Consequently 

39 Vernal 

40 Fragrance 

41 Seek 


13 Short Queries 
IS Mussolini 
18 Singer Irom TN 
20 Actor Cruise 
25 Pro and — 

218 Man 
Answers 

30 Legendary 
character 

31 Fixed procedure 

32 "Sinker ■ 

33 Garfunkei 

34 — fixe 


43 Social insect 

44 Actor Ed and dan 

46 Fly alone 

47 HI island 

49 Protuberance 

50 "The Bad News 
Bears" actor 

54 Exhilaration 

55 Possessed 

56 Heb. prophet ■ 
60 Pale da — gras 

62 — Scotia 

63 Rake 


35 And not 

36 School marks: 
abOr. 

37 Passage charge 

38 Old Westerns 
movie actor 

41 Vane a*. 

42 Flightless bad 

43 "That's id" 

*5 Not worm a — 
48 Sout Fr 

51 Constituent 

52 Even if tor short 


109 Got 
no Told ta# 
alas 

lit md city 

112 Question wad 

113 Gouges: boot. 
115 Gmsieng plant 
i IS Collection 
117 "The — ol Si 

Agnes" (Keats) 


64 Missile loners 

65 Eggs 
67 Dadaim 
89 Wipe «wt 
70 "Dynasty" 

actress 

72 Cnrtunol 

73 Neeknece 

74 Kick (mo 
the kitty 

75 TV name ol 44A 

76 Actress Dunaway 

77 For lear mat 


53 Attack 

56 Esoteric 

57 Gets on a horse 

58 Begmnmg 

59 Observe 

60 Oven stoker 

61 FL town 

62 Wilson or Reagan 

65 Nor. king 

68 Passport Jun 

66 Trade shape 

69 Between 0 and H 
71 Deer 


Last Weifk’a Cryptogram 

1. Little parrot eye» hippy sparrow erfao is eating glowworm on warm lawn. 

2. Should your faith falter, lean back and reflect upon the misty rainbow — 
ob awesomely painted bay window in the sky. 

3. Minds ate made kind of Uke parachutes — they only function if open. 

4. At last slumber creeps up on me as I succumb to enoni. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. HRZD Zff AY XWCSUHD STAELUSZ OSL 
PLEEZ RALETT OSRBCHD ULRBSHSZ 
OCMONRD. XWRAYCKM PRAY RU OELK 
PHENSLT. — By Lois EL Jones 

S.1RIK XV$ ZOI QSBR1AZ A V L W A, WTXI EBK 
A 1 1 C ZV Q 1 CVAZ LKOISVTE. —By Gordon Miller 
3. SINENC U L X E 1 N O XDCK YULKY EL 
CHDIOKKY EXOETIC DO SDTDLKC K 


By Malcolm Ritter 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Human eggs 
may help themselves get fer- 
tilised by sending out a hom- 
ing signal for sperm, suggests 
a study that might lead to 
new approaches to fertility 
treatment and contraception. 

Scientists found evidence 
that some eggs emit a subst- 
ance that attracts sperm, and 
that these eggs were far more 
likely to be fertilised. 

Researchers have not iden- 
tified or isolated any attract- 
ing substance, nor deter- 
mined its origin, cautioned 
study co-author David Gar- 
bers. 

But if an attractant can be 
found and purified, it might 
lead to treatment for some 
infertile women, he said. 

And a new contraceptive 


approach may develop if 
another substance can be 
found to block its effect, he 
said. A blocking substance 
that acts directly on sperm 
might even lead to a male 
contraceptive pill, he said.- 

Garbers is a pharmacology 
professor at the University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical 
Centre in Dallas and an in- 
vestigator at the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute 
there. 

The work was done at the 
Vanderbilt University Medic- 
al Centre in Nashville when 
Garbers was there. Garbers 
and co-authors present the 
work in the April issue of the 
proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 

“This is very early and 
obviously requires a lot of 
additional work, but as a first 
step I think it's quite attrac- 


tive,” commented Dr. Nor- 
bert Gleicher, president of 
the Centre for Human Re- 
production in Chicago. 

The research focused on 
follicular fluid, which is 
found in the saclike follicle 
along with the egg. At ovula- 
tion. the follicle releases the 
egg and fluid. 

The fluid comes from 
several sources, Garbers said 
in a telephone interview. Bur 
since it bathes the eggs in the 
follicle , researchers decided 
to look at it for evidence of 
some sperm-attracting subst- 
ance from the egg. Such a 
substance had previously 
been found in sea urchins. 

The resea rc/iers used fol- 
licular fluid from women who 
were having eggs removed 
for test-tube fertilisation, and 
took sperm from two fertile 
men. 


They poured some sperm t 
into thimble-sized chambers, 
covered the sperm with a 
filter, and then poured in 
either follicular fluid or a 
standard laboratory chemic- 
al. After 10 to 15 minutes, 
they removed the material 
above the filter and looked to 
see how much sperm had 
swum into it. 

In tests involving more 
than 100 samples, the follicu- 
lar fluids consistently 
accumulated more sperm 
than the laboratory substance 
did, suggesting the fluids con- 
tained some sort of attrac- 
tant. 

But only half the follicular 
fluids showed the attraction. 4 

The fluid’s attractability 
varied from follicle to follicle 
within the same woman , re- 
searchers found. 


Regular Aspirin use may protect 
against bowel cancers 
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By Irwin Arieff 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Regular 
use of Aspirin, which already 
has been found to protect 
against heart attacks and 
some strokes, also may signi- 
ficantly lower the risk of 
bowel cancer, researchers 
have reported in a new study. 

Aspirins and Aspirin sub- 
stitutes are classified among 
the NS A IDS, non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs, a 
fancy name for a category of 
common painkillers and in- 
flammation-fighting drags. 

“In the present study, the 


risk of large-bowel cancer 
appeared approximately 
halved among persons who 
had recently used NS AIDS 
regularly (and) almost all 
NSAID used was of Aspir- 
in,” the research scientists 
said in the current issue of the 
Journal of the National Can- 
cer Institute. 

A research team led by Dr. 
Lynn Rosenberg of the Bos- 
ton University School of 
Medicine in Brookline, Mas- 
sachusetts, studied 1326 pa- 
tients with colon or rectal 
■cancer- and compared their 
intake of NS.AIDS and va- 
rious other drugs to 1,011 


patients with other cancers 
and 3.880 cancer-free pa- 
tients. 

They said their research 
“suggests” that regular use of 
Aspirin reduces the incidence 
of colon and rectal cancers in 
both men and women and in 
subjects older and younger 
than 60 years of age. 

They said no prorective 
effect was apparent if the 
Aspirin was taken irregularly 
or if regular use was discon- 
tinued for at least a year. 

But they said a single studv 
could not rule out a statistical 
glitch based on chance and 
they called for additional stu- 


■dies to either prove or dis- 
prove the link between the 
cancer incidence and regular 
Aspirin use. 

The researchers said the 
protective effect may be due 
to Aspirin's effect on prostag- 
landins, a class of chemicals 
made commonly by the body. 

Aspirin and other NS AIDS 
ff e known to inhibit the 
body's production of prostag- 
landins, which may also play 
a role in tumour develop- 
ment. 

They said a similar protec- 
tive effect was found in stu- 
dies of laboratory animals 
&vcn NSAIDS. 
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Freedom’s deadline 


By Kathy Evans 

AS ALLIED tanks rolled into 
Kuwait City on Feb. 26, three 
local journalists sprang into ac- 
tion to record the historic day. 
The results of their overnight 
efforts on a borrowed photo- 
copying machine were on the 
Streets next day. It marked the 
first paper published in Kuwait — 
and probably the Arab World — 
without a government licence. 

Named after liberation day. the 
first few editions of the "26th 
February” were little more than 
underground pamphlets. Within 
two weeks, the paper had blos- 
somed into a tabloid size, printed 
on the sole remaining press in 
Kuwait. The rest had been stolen 
or trashed during the seven- 
month occupation by the Iraqi 
army. 

Lauded by Western diplomats 
in the city as a sign of the ruling 
Sabah family's commitment to 
democracy and free speech, it 
was closed in its third week by the 
Kuwait information ministry. The 
official reason was that 26th 
February did not have the all- 
• important licence. The paper's 
closure followed an editorial call- 
ing for the government to resign 
— and was one of the last actions 
of the outgoing government. 

The enterprise shown by three 
journalists on liberation day was 
testimony to the vigour which has 
always marked Kuwait's press. 
Blessed by a limited form of 
democracy, and a fabulously 
wealthy economy, Kuwait's 
media was fat and powerful in its 
heyday of the early eighties. The 
two million population supported 
five Arabic and two English 
dailies and a host of weekly 
magazines. 

Each had its own political pro- 
file: Al Qabas was said to support 
the views of powerful merchant 
families who were its hackers; Al 
Watan, its rival, took a more 
liberal line and often aired 
opposition views; Al Siyassah was 
conservative and close to the 
crown prince: Al Anba had be- 
come virtually a semi-official 
paper. 

What these dailies said and 
reported counted in the Arab 
World. They had the money to 
employ the best columnists and 
cartoonists. Their correspondents 
and editors were often seen with 
kings and presidents, sporting silk 
suits and fat cigars, a /oyalty of 
their own amongst' Arab 
newsmen. 

That heyday came to an end in 
1986 when the Kuwait* ‘govern- 
ment imposed censorship on its 
national press. When Saddam in- 
vaded, the press was emerging 
from four long years of restraint, 
and edging towards its once do- 
minant role. 


Baker 

(Con tinned from page 1) 

would have to restore full di- 
plomatic relations with Israel if 
they hoped to sponsor peace 
talks. 

Egypt's approach would in- 
volve other nations, as well, 
many of which have opposed 
Israeli actions in U.N. votes. 

Mr. Baker and his senior aides 
declined to hazard a guess how 
the Israeli plan would be received 
in his talks with Mr. Baker and 
with Prince. Saud, the foreign 
minister of Saudi Arabia, in 
Cairo. 

Relief 


Apart from that spirit shown by 
the journalists of 26th February. 
Kuwait's press now looks to be in its 
death throes. Iraqi troops des- 
troyed all its assets. Every build- 
ing in Shuweikh. Kuwait's 
equivalent of Fleet Street, was 
emptied. The country’s leading 
paper, Al Qabas. had its press 
machines hauled away to Bagh- 
dad. Replacing them wj|| cost 
millions of dollars and take years 
to deliver, say its executive. 

Al Qabas's chief editor, 
Mohammad Al Sager, is the first 
news executive to return to the 
devastated country. He faces the 
task of putting his newspaper 
back together with no press, a 
third of his staff, no computers, 
archives or even desks. Last 
week, he called his first staff 
meeting, called more or less to 
see who was alive and still in 
Kuwait. All around them, in what 
was once the main newsroom, 
copies of the Iraqi occupation 
paper, Al Nida (The Call) littered 
the floor. Every edition carried a 
portrait of Saddam on its front 
page. 

Mohammad Al Sager describes 
his reaction on returning. "I 
cried, I didn't ay when Kuwait 
was invaded, but I wept when 1 
came to the paper." 

Perhaps most painful was the 
discovery that Iraqi agents work- 
ed on the paper. A stringer with 
good contacts proved to be an 
Iraqi intelligence agent. So did a 
trainee who joined the paper two 
months before the invasion. Both 
emerged as senior editorial mana- 
gers during the occupation, under 
a chief editor who had been the 
Iraqi embassy press attache. 

At 4 a.m. on the night of Aug. 
2, Al Sager, on holiday in 
Switzerland, ordered the paper to 
close and the staff to go home. 
The Iraqis entered the building 
two hours later. With their sleep- 
er agents inside the paper, they 
went to the homes of journalists 
and print shop workers and 
ordered them back to work at 
gunpoint. Over the next feu- 
months. many of the Al Qabas 
staff managed to escape Kuwait, 
and the Iraqis had to put out the 
paper themselves. Only seven of 
the 520 original staff members 
collaborated, says the editor. 

But Al Qabas also had its 
London bureau hijacked by its 
own government. Its merchant 
family owners are reluctant to 
talk about it but Kuwaiti journal- 
ists say the government asked 
them to print a government news- 
paper using the name of Al 
Qabas in the name of "national 
unity" at a time of crisis. The 
owners agreed. After two months 
it became apparent, however, 
that the paper's independence 
had gone out the window. State- 


Masoud Barzani. head of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
appealed for creation of a Kur- 
dish enclave “as a humanitarian, 
not a political issue." 

Mr. Barzani told reporteis in 
the rebel-held highlands that a 
lack of vital supplies had led to 
increasing deaths among the esti- 
mated 300,000 to 400,000 Kurds 
headed for the Iranian border. 

He said none of the aid air 
drops organised by the United 
States, France and Britain have 
reached the high, cold mountain 
passes near the Iranian border. 
Most fell near Turkey. 

. Turkish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Sungar said 78.000 
refugees had entered Turkey. 

200.000 were on the border and 

26.000 were on the Iraqi side. 


ments by the opposition, by now 
active in exile, were not being 
carried. Mohammad Ai Sager re- 
fused to cooperate. With its 
credentials undermined, and 
pe remission from the merchant 
families withdrawn, another pap- 
er. Sawt Al Kuwait (Voice of 
Kuwait), was bom in Uxbridge 
Road, this time totally funded 
and managed by the Kuwait gov- 
ernment. 

There were other develop- 
ments. Papers known to be more 
supportive of the government re- 
ceived subsidies to set up in exile, 
printing in Cairo and Riyadh. AI 
Qabas and Al Watan, which car- 
ried opposition views as well as 
government news, got no help. 

The outgoing government had 
plans to transform Sawt Al 
Kuwait into a semi-official paper 
on the same lines as Saudi Ara- 
bia’s Al Sbarq Al Awsai. The Saudi 
paper is attractive to readers, well 
endowed with syndicated services 
and everything money can buy in 
terms of news services. But it is 
remarkably short on coverage of 
local affairs. Kuwaiti journalists 
fear that the government may be 
trying to “Saudise” the Kuwaiti 
press. 

Faisal Majzouk. a former chief 
editor of Al Anba, believes many 
of Kuwait's papers will not sur- 
vive Saddam's occupation. “Who 
will want to advertise in Kuwait 
now?" he asks. “Our readers 
have fled and their return will 
depend on government policy of 
foreigners. Our technicians have 
also gone.” He believes Kuwait 
will have a leaner, less varied 
press. 

Much will depend on the fabu- 
lously rich merchant families in 
Kuwait who are the papers' back- 
ers. Many may decide there are 
more profitable ways to spend' 
their money in the period of 
reconstruction. 

Their views will depend on the 
outcome of the debate on the 
future style of democracy, if any 
returns to the country. If criticis- 
ing the government of the Sabah 
proves to be unprofitable for 
one's business, they, like news- 
paper owners the world over, 
may back off. 

The experience of 26th Febru- 
ary does not look encouraging. 
Freedom. Mohammad Al Sager 
points out. is not something you 
can switch on and off. "If the 
Kuwait press is going to go the 
way of the Saudi Arabia, we 
don't want it. All the advanced 
technology in the world won’t 
make a good newspaper.” 
Kuwaiti journalists point out that 
the alternatives — underground 
papers and pamphleteering — are 
much much more dangerous for 
the government — The Guar- 
dian. 


Cabinet 

(Continued from page 1) 

whatever he likes of... confiden- 
tial documents including those 
related to the minister’s office.” 
Al Thawra said. 

It said the documents included 
communications codes. Ministry 
of Defence documents, among 
them papers dealing with inves- 
tigations into people suspected of 
threatening state security. It did 
not say why such documents were 
to be found at the local govern- 
ment ministry. 

“They are still left there and 
ordinary people have made it a 
habit and, a hobby to sift through 
those confidential reports and en- 
joy reading their contents,” the 
paper said. 


The threat to the West’s oil supplies 


By Melvin A. Conant 

IN THE past several decades, 
there has been increasing evi- 
dence of a widespread Islamic 
revival extending from the North 
African shores on the Atlantic 
eastward to encompass the Mid- 
dle East, Southwest Asia, and 
Indonesia. While much of the 
Islamic reawakening is found 
among Arab people, it includes 
as well Turks, Persians, and the 
Muslim community of India 
(some 85 million, the fourth 
largest in the world); it also ex- 
tends through much of the south- 
ern republics of the Soviet Union. 

It is an astonishing phe- 
nomenon because of the rate at 
which tbe Islamic renaissance is 
occurring over such a large area. 
It has its ramification into 
Europe, in tbe growing number 
of Muslim labourers from North 
Africa and Turkey. There is ev- 
ery reason to think it is no super- 
ficial manifestation, for the Islamic 
revival is already having effects 
on Muslim societies and govern- 
ments, on their goals and foreign 
policies. After all, there are over 
650 million followers of Islam. 

Many of the world’s Muslims 
live in a region which has an 
enormous share of the world's oil 
reserves: nearly 800 billion bar- 
rels, 80 per cent of the world 
total. This observation alone 
would hold the attention of the 
oil-importing nations, whose con- 
tinuing concern has to be adequ- 
ate and continuous supply at what 
they consider reasonable prices. 
Their attention reflects the fact 
that now and for many years 
ahead, oil from the Middle East 
will continue to provide over 75 
per cent of the barrels put into 
international trade. Gulf produc- 
ers will become even more conse- 
quential. Oil importers' concern 
is no longer for oil assets but for 
dependable supply. 

There is increasing speculation 
among industrial nations depen- 
dent on oil imports as to how the 
Islamic revival may come to 
affect oil supplies, although none 


of the oil-rich countries has 
aspired as yet to Islamic lead- 
ership, with the notable excep- 
tion of Iran. Their concern fo- 
cuses on what may come to be a 
mix of Islamic fervour plus oil 
and bow regional politics may be 
affected. At this time, the likely 
target of such a combination is 
the United States, as the fore- 
most cultural challenge to Islam, 
and the foremost political and 
military power of the West, with 
large forces certain to remain 
“offshore” in tbe Gulf. 

Causes of discontent 

Some of the impetus for an Isla- 
mic revival lies in the recollec- 
tions that, for many years, Mus- 
lims had ruled over an area 
almost as great as the one in 
which they live today, with an 
unparalleled richness of culture 
and of society. When that recol- 
lection is compared to their cir- 
cumstances today, one can dis- 
cover several major causes for the 
renaissance, chiefly in the frustra- 
tions Muslims experience in their 
everyday life. Most are in degrees 
of economic despair, with rising 
unemployment, increasing urba- 
nisation with woefully inadequate 
social services, and incompetent 
and corrupt government bureauc- 
racies. 

With these disaffection, Mus- 
lims ask why they have still not 
been able to assert themselves 
against the overwhelming capabi- 
lities of the West? Why have they 
not found the resources and the 
abilities to advance their own 
interests against the Western im- 
pact and presence in their local 
and national affairs? How is it 
conceivable that after all these 
years there has been no victory 
over Israel, no nation of Palestine? 
Why is it that the defeat of Iraq 
could happen only because of 
Western — mainly U.S. -forces? 

Why is it that in spite of the 
brotherhood of Islam, there has 
not yet been an Arab Nation- 
state? Why is it that affairs do not 
improve? And with whom does 
tile fault lie? What is to be done 


and how? Hence, the rise of 
Islamic principles which promise 
people a way in which to “find 
themselves.” And, for those who 
look around for the means to 
recoup their strength, there is oil 
and the wealth it brings to some. 
With the exception of Iran, 
whose population is some 55 mil- 
lion, no other state in the region 
with a large population has oil 
wealth. All of the Gulf produc- 
ers, for example, are oil-rich with 
comparatively small populations. 
Given the economic plight of 
other Arab states, this evident 
disparity between oil “haves” and 
“have-nots” is one of the most 
important causes of instability 
and renewed interest in Islamic 
fundamentalism . 

Sharing oil wealth 

. There are two ways oil wealth 
can be redistributed: seizure of 
the reserves of some nation’s oil 
or the sharing of oQ wealth. The 
first is less likely with the U.S. 
and others, including Arab con- 
tingents, showing remarkable suc- 
cess in tbe retaking of Kuwait 
after Iraq’s invasion. Saddam 
Hussein has called for tbe sharing 
of oil wealth among poorer Arabs 
(and getting rid of archaic, cor- 
rupt regimes sitting on vast oil 
riches), although Iraq bad never 
itself been generous in this re- 
spect. 

Tbe sharing of oil wealth — for 
purposes of economic and social 
development — could come, but 
probably only if those with the oil 
believe it is in their own inrerest 
to do so. It still seems an improb- 
able but not impossible course of 
action, if it were seen to be in 
countries' own interest to fund 
generously and continuously a 
regional development institution. 
But without such a process, the 
other recourse is to dole money 
out to friends, or is hopes of 
buying friendship, or do nothing 
with oil wealth but use it, or 
hoard it. as before. 

Everything could continue un- 
changed but this seems unlikely. 
With so much frustration mixed 


with questions as to why the 
continuing sense of inferiority — 
after comparing one’s circumst- 
ances and conditions with those 
of tbe West and particularly the 
U.S. — here and there in the 
Islamic world tbe revival o avid 
ignite revolution, and it likely 
will. The key candidates are all 
oil-poor countries, such as Egypt 
and Turkey, but the potential for 
unrest is also in oil-rich Kuwait, 
Saudia Arabia (especially in its 
Eastern Province), and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. Some of the 
reasons are similar, with dissatis- 
faction with the character and 
lack of openness of their gov- 
erning regimes being another 
factor. 

Israel and Palestine 
But the principal risk to instabili- 
ties in supply still rests with the 
Arab-Israeli confrontation, and it 
is here that the Islamic revival is 
likely to prove to be an ever more 
important ingredient. 

The intimately related issue of 
Palestine has undergone some- 
thing of a change after Arafat’s 
decision to support Saddam Hus- 
sein. It might be thought he 
would be discredited by Arabs in 
the allied coalition. This may not 
be the case with Palestinians on 
the West Bank, in Jordan, even 
with refugees from Kuwait and 
those Palestinians ejected from 
Saudi Arabia, who may still re- 
gard Arafat as their own choice 
and give him even greater credit 
for having been on the side that 
confronted tbe United States, 
even if it failed. It would seem 
certain, however, that neither 
Saudi Arabia nor Kuwait wfll 
welcome the thought they should 
continue to be major financial 
supporters of foe Palestinian 
movement under his leadership. 
But even with these changes. 
Israel likely to remain the centre- 
piece of Arab hostility. 

An eruption over Israel is nev- 
er to be discounted and it would 
again reveal a divided Muslim 
world. It is unlikely that another 
war would result in a unified cil 
embargo, against Europe and foe 


U.S. While “supporters of Israel” 
are the likely targets of an Islamic 
oil front, memories of a similar 
opportunity in 1973-74 would re- 
mind producer that even in those 
circumstances they could not 
agree to implement a total 
embargo against, the U.5- 
Noaetheless, another Arab- 
Israeli war would be foe likeliest 
military confrontation and. next 
time, Islam and tbe oil assets of 
Muslim nations might be a more 
powerful forger of Arab unity- 

Chronic instabilities wuhin 
Muslim nations, and between 
them, may not appear to differ 
significantly from those which 
plagued foe region before the 
Islamic revival. Is there more 
than an Islamic overlay to historic 
animosities? Much wiH depend 
on the course of Egyptian aspira- 
tions and politics. Of aU foe Arab 
states, Egypt bas been the centre 
of Islamic teachings- Whether 
this will increase or allay oil 
importers' concerns that Islam 
and oU could become an incendi- 
ary mix depends on foe direction 
the Islamic leadership follows. 

A link between Cairo and a 
major oil supplier, possibly 
Saudia Arabia, would make an 
influential combination in Middle 
East politics and economics. 
Egypt’s military and political con- 
tribution to foe coalition against 
Iraq must have told Saudi leaders 
that of all Arab states only Egypt 
could have played so significant a 
role. If this realisation leads to a 
major, continuing Saudi con- 
tribution to alleviate Egypt’s eco- 
nomic distress, leadership of the 
Islamic revival for the region 
might rest in Cairo more general- 
ly but also in Riyadh with tbe 
protection of Holy Places in the 
kingdom. “Islam and oil” would 
then raise far fewer concerns 
among the oil importers of the 
industrialised nations. 

Melvin Conant is the editor of 
Geopolitics of Energy in 
Washington DC. The article a 
reprinted from the London-based 
Middle East International. 


DO KUWAIT’S BURNING OILFIELDS 
THREATEN GLOBAL CLIMATE? 


THAT the war in the Gulf would 
entail grave ecological consequ- 
ences. became clear with the dis- 
covery of the giant oil slick in the 
Gulf. But climatologists all over 
the world saw in Kuwait’s blazing 
■oil fields an even greater environ- 
mental danger and immediately 
commenced with the task of esti- 
mating its extent. 

What havoc such a gigantic 
firestorm could cause, was stu- 
died by climate researchers in the 
early eighties in connection with 
research on possible consequ- 
ences of atomic war between the 
superpowers. According to these 
scenarios, smoke from fires in 
devastated urban areas would so 
darken the sun that a “nuclear 
winter” would result. In recent 
years, however, computer models 
have been improved, leading to a 
mitigation of the original prophe- 
cy: a “nuclear fall,” as the Amer- 
ican atmospheric scientist, 
Stephen H. SchneideT calls it, 
later seemed more likely. 
According to this, the falling 
temperatures due to a firestorm 
in summer would be regionally 
limited, but still have devastating 
effects, with a difference of 


10 to 15 degrees Celsius. 

The atmospheric chemist. Pro- 
fessor Paul Cnitzen of the Max- 
Planck Institute for Chemistry in 
Mainz, made calculations about 
the “nuclear winter” in 1982 and 
was one of the first scientists in 
Germany to warn of the threat to 
the stratospheric ozone layer 
from chloro fluorocarbons. Dur- 
ing the Gulf war, be issued urgent 
warnings about the world-wide 
consequences of the large oil fires . 
in the Gulf. According to his 
calculations, if one assumes the 
worst possible case. 1.6 million 
tonnes of oil could go up in 
flames daily in Kuwait, resulting 
in a probable daily soot cloud of 

100,000 tonnes. In addition, the 
resulting combustion gases would 
contribute significantly to the 
greenhouse effect. In this con- 
text, the climatologist Professor 
Christian -Dietrich Schonwiese of 
the University of Frankfurt on 
Main, pointed out that in view of 
the enormous amounts of oil 
burned daily throughout the 
world in the form of fuel, this 
would probably be only a local 
manifestation. 

Much worse and not unlike the 


“nuclear winter.” in' the opinion 
of Cnitzen and other scientists, 
could be the doud of soot over 
the oil fields. The black particles 
absorb a great deal of solar radia- 
tion, and thus become very 
warm. “Then an enormous, 
black, hot air balloon with a 
temperature up to 80 degrees 
Celsius will ascend into the stra- 
tosphere" said Dr. Jurgen Hahn 
of the Fraunhofer institute for 
Atmospheric Environmental Re- 
search in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen. Because of its 
strong thermal lift, this hot air 
balloon would even break 
through Che tropopause, the 
twelve to fifteen Itilometre high 
out consequences for the balance 
divider between the troposphere 
and tbe stratosphere, not without 
consequences for foe balance be- 
tween the continuous destruction 
and formation of ozone. 

“High temperatures in the stra- 
tosphere favour the destruction 
of the ozone molecule world- 
wide” commented Hahn, who 
has also worked out his own 
worst-case scenario; substances 
which penetrate the lower stra- 
tosphere are distributed evenly 


- ■ y •«*> 

around the globe. Should foe 
surface of 80 per cent of the ^ 
Northern Hemisphere of the-' 
earth be covered,' thesolar radia- 
tion in the visible spectrum 
reaching the earth's surface 
would be weakened by some 90 
per cent. This twilight with winter 
remperatures could last months 
or years. Greatly reduced photo- 
synthesis with attendant crop los- 
ses would be accompanied by an 
increase in dangerous ultra-violet 
radiation. In addition, the flows 
of atmospheric air masses would 
be distorted beyond recognition. 

In his estimation of the worst 
possible results of the Kuwaiti oil 
fires, foe climatologist Professor 
Winfried Bach of the University of 
Munster considered it likely that 
the rainfall of the early summer 
monsoon rains in Southeast Asia 
would be reduced by 30 to 40 per 
cent. “A billion people there are 
threatened as a result of crop 
failure.” 

How quickly the earth's cli- 
mate can change, was demons- 
trated by the eruption of the 
Indonesian Volcano Tam bora in 
1815; ISO cubic kilometres of dust 
was thrown into the atmosphere 


and circled the eaitl^.for years in 
foe stratosphere... As result of 
the weak sunshine. 1816 was a 
year of world-wide frost in sum- 
mer, famine, and extremely 
bizarre weather occurrences. 

ESSO spokesman Karl-Heinz 
SchuJt-Bememann contrasts the 
estimated 1.6 million tonnes of oil 
which in foe worst case could 
burn daily in Kuwait with the 0.24 
million tonnes of oil which 
Kuwait has been pumping daily 
up until now. Beyond that, 
evidently no one, not even thd 
OPEC spokesman, had any idea 
before now how many wells in 
Kuwait would flow spontaneous- 
ly, or “erupt,” after destruction 
of the pumping machinery. 
According to calculations on the 
part of the German Mineralol- 
wirtschaftsverband (Petroleum 
Industry Association), Ham- 
burg, it could be 20 per cent of all 
wells. Putting out fires of such 
wells would be particularly diffir 
cult. But in any event, it is all 
respects an open question as to 
how long it will take to put out all 
of the many fires in Kuwait — 
The German Research Service. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

and “exploiting circumstances of 
an emergency nature for opportu- 
nistic and propaganda purposes.” 

U.N. officials say well over one 
million Iraqis have fled their 
homes. 

Iran said Wednesday sanc- 
tuaries should be established in 
both northern and southern Iraq 
for Kurds and Shiites. 

Tehran Radio quoted Foreign 
Minister AJi Akbar Velayati as 
saying the idea of havens — put 
forth by Britain only for Kurds — 
could gain more support if the 
United Nations took the lead. 

“We believe Iraq should re- 
main as a sovereign state,” it 
quoted Mr. Velayati as saying in 
an interview with the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation. “At 
the same time a safe environment 
should be created for Kurdish 
refugees id the north and one for 
Shiites in foe south.'’ 

Earlier, Iran complained that a 
plan to establish a sanctuary for 
Kurds in Iraq ignored the plight 
of Shiites fleeing to Iran. 

Tehran Radio said in a com- 
mentary that the British proposal 
for a haven — backed by other 
European states but rejected by 
Iraq and brushed aside by the 
United States — “ignored about 
half a million other refugees in 
southern Iraq." 

The plan, it said, could have 
“secret political aims” and would 
pose an uncertain future of the 
Iraqi people rather than ending 
foe suffering. 
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PACKING. AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

^JEL. 604676 604696 ✓ 
P.O.BOX 7806 




4 Rent & Sate 

Many villas and apartments 
are available tor rent anca 
sale - furnished or unfur-J 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are { 
available for sale. 

For further detail^ please 
call 

lAbdoon Real 


[Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Tbb 810520. 



The first 8 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

TahaiwajriimBaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6 : 30 -MidnighC 

Tel* 438968 


p£lClNC’ 


in authentic^ 

CHINESEi 
CUISINE 

elegant 

colorful atmosphere 

rmderjK prices 

shemisani_icl 
I closed on rroflikiys ) 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


O 


QD 


ADD 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
J.unch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Senrich 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

30% 


• From mniarpo- 
momt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmesaoi - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone. 6W042 
Swefieh tel; 823891 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7. 30 -11. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3ixJdrcfe 


Tel: 659519. .659520 


Amman’s ^ 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes Jighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
-crystalware etc. 

ii — — — . n || 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


TlKtegency Pakxx Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


JygJJ t 


W /A 


YOUR ONLY WAY 
for Your First Class Cargo) 
Our Fast Class Service 

l@aL@ndAI? Cargo Specialists 

Call Now : 819560 - 819690 
Fax ; 9626-819683 
Tfc : 22100 ZWA JO 
'* OR 

\ Write To; P.O.Box 12 J 
- AMMAN - JORDAN / 


FOR RENT at 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


Apartments, villas 
& semi villas 

You’ll like our servio 

Just call 835855 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room^.l 

K0IENA xt v 

•. vmss&i 


'The Rozena Restaurant 7 

is open during Ramadan for the 
! » ■/ Ramadan Iftar 4 ^ •> ; • 

8 its normal dinner service 

6il3W2^C>^' 

Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO * 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Arsenal moves closer to title 
as Liverpool held to home draw 


LONDON (R) — Arsenal edged 
closer to tbe Eng lish League 
championship after drawing 1-1 
at Southampton Tuesday while 
rivals Liverpool were held at 
home by Coventry. 

Arsenal needed an own goal to 
take home a valuable point and 
with the defending champ ions 

also managing only a 1-1 
scoreline tbe gap between them 
remains eight points. 

Liverpool, who were beaten by 
Southampton eight days ago, 
have six games left. Arsenal have 
five. 

Arsenal went ahead in the 74th 
minute when Mick Adams turned 
Alan Smith's shot into his own 
goaL 

But their lead was shortlived. 
Matthew Le Ussier, who scored 
his side's winner against Liver- 
pool, equalised five minutes later 
when be knocked in a cross from 
Adams. 

It was the first goal England 
goalkeeper David Seaman had 


conceded in five games and en- 
ded Arsenal’s three-game win- 
ning streak. 

Kevin Campbell, who bad 
scored seven goals in his previous 
seven games, twice nearly capital- 
ised on backpass errors late in die 
first half, screwing the ban across 
the face of a gaping goal from 


Le Tissier had a chance to 
score in the dying seconds of the 
first half but his free kick was 
brilliantly saved by Seaman at full 
stretch. 

Ian Rush gave Liverpool's fad- 
ing hopes of retaining the title a 
lift when he fired than into the 
lead in the 22nd mh ertf-, knock- 
ing in John Barnes’ low cross for 
his 23rd goal of the season. 

But Coventry deservedly pul- 
led level 10 minutes before the 
interval when midfielder Micky 
Gynn tapped home from dose 
range after CyriHe Regis beat 
goalkeeper Mike Hooper with a 
low shot. 


Free minutes earlier Gynn 
thumped a tremendous header 
against die Liverpool bar. 

Struggling Motherwell beat 
Celtic 4-2, Douglas Arnott scor- 
ing twice, to book themselves a 
place in the final of the Scottish 
Cup for the first time for 39 years. 

The final on May 18 will be a 
famil y affair for the two managers 
— Motherwell's Tommy McLean 
and Dundee United’s Jim 
McLean. Jim is tbe elder of the 
two brothers. 

Celtic twice took the lead in tbe 
semifinal replay after the first 
game was drawn 0-0, only to see 
Arnott Grab the equaliser each 
time. 

Goals from substitute Steve 
Kirk and Colin O’Nefll settled the 
tie and left Celtic goalkeeper Pat 
Bonner wondering what went 
wrong after faffing by 60 minutes 
to reach a milestone of 1,000 

minutes of Scottish Cup action 
without conceding a goaL 



Ian Rush 


Sacchi turns down offer from Real Madrid 


MILAN ELLO. Italy (R) — AC 
Milan coach Arrigo Sacchi Tues- 
day turned down an offer to take 
over at ailing Spanish soccer 
champions Real Madrid. 

“As I’ve said several times. I 
have a contract with Milan until 
June 1992," Sacchi said, indicat- 
ing he had no intention of joining 
another club. 

“1 think Ramon Mendoza and 
Real Madrid, which boasts a glo- 
rious past and surely an equally 
positive future, who wanted me 


as trainer for next season.” he 
said in a statement he read to 
reporters after team practice. 

Sacchi said he would tell AC 
Milan President Silvio Berlusconi 
what he had decided about his 
future when the league cham- 
pionship finishes at the end of 
May. 

The coach who guided Milan to 
European Cup triumphs in 1989 
and 1990 said last month that if he 
took another coaching job it 
would onlv be with a national 


team. 

The daily Gazzetta Dello Sport 
recently reported Berlusconi had 
offered him the post of Milan’s 
general manager or the chance to 
become a commentator in his 
media empire. 

Mendoza, bidding for re- 
election as Real’s president, 
made a bid for Sacchi during a 
recent visit to Italy. 

Real sacked Welsh coach John 
Toshack earlier this season and 
former Argentine star Alfredo di 


Stefano, who took over, resigned 
recently after poor results. 
Yugoslav Radomir Antic is the 
present incumbent. 

Spanish reporters at Milan's 
Milanello retreat said Mendoza 
would have virtually assured vic- 
tory in the Real Madrid elections 
if be had secured Sacchi, widely 
respected in Spain where he is 
often referred to as the professor. 

Sacchi’s Milan beat Real Mad- 
rid in the European Cup semifin- 
als in 1989 . 


Hoeness: League format could kill European Cup 


MUNICH (R) — Uli Hoeness, 
manager of Germany's richest 
club Bayern Munich, believes 
plans to switch the later stages of 
the European Cup into a league 
format next season could ruin the 
continent’s most prestigious dub 
competition. 

Speaking ahead of Bayern's 
cup semifinal first leg with Red 
Star Belgrade on Wednesday. 
Hoeness said Europe's governing 
soccer body UEFA would make 
the cup less attractive for many 


fans by scrapping the present 
knock-out system. 

UEFA's executive committee 
is expected to approve proposals 
next week to introduce two 
round-robin leagues of four 
teams after the first two rounds. 
Under the proposed system the 
winner of each group would then 
contest the final. 

“It will kill the attractiveness of 
the European Cup.” said Hoe- 
ness. 

“You lose a borne game, then 


an away match, and then nobody 
bothers to come and watch be- 
cause you can no longer win the 
group." 

In addition to problems of 
attracting fans through the turn- 
stiles. Bayern's coach Jupp 
Hcynckes said he believed the 
sporting side of Europe's oldest 
club competition could also be 
endangered by the changes. 

“1 fear the European Cup 
could lose a bit from its sporting 
effect. The character of a cup 


competition, the one (knockout) 
round is the thing that brings the 
tension and the interest,” be said. 

Otto Rehhagel, coach of 1988 
league champions Werder Bre- 
men, said, however, that in- 
creased revenue from the extra 
matches would help Bundesliga 
clubs compete financially with the 
rich Italian and Spanish clubs. 

Most of Germany's World 
Cup-winning team already play in 
Italy and more stars are expected 
to leave Germany next season. 


Edberg to clash with Connors in Japan Open 

TOKYO (R) — World number 
one Stefan Edberg beat New 
Zealander Kelly Everden 6-2 7-6 
Wednesday to set up a third 
round showdown with 38-year- 
oid American Jimmy Connors in 
the Japan Open Tennis Cham- 
pionships. 

The top-seeded Swede, seeking 
an unprecedented third succes- 
sive title, took only 38 minutes to 
win the first set. 

But he struggled with Ever- 
den’s blistering service and hard- 
hitting ground strokes in the 
second set before finding his 
rhythm. Everden built a 4-2 lead 
before Edberg levelled the score 

6- 6 and easily won the tiebreak 

7- 2. 

The top eight seeds all adv- 
anced comfortably to the third 


round,- the most impressive being 
American Michael Cbang who 
completed a flawless 64) 6-0 win 
over Australian qualifier John 
Fitzgerald. 

Second seed Ivan Lendl of 
Czechoslovakia had a successful 
start in his bid to win a third title 
this year, eliminating India's 
88th- ranked Ramesh Kris h nan 6- 
3 6-2. 

“It has been my first match in 
five weeks. So it was always a 
little bit difficult. But I won. so I 
am pleased with that," he said. 

Connors showed some of his 
old form when produced a hard- 
fought 3*6 7-6 7-5 win over Au- 
stralian Wally Masur. 

“He (Connors) made a great 
comeback today. I thought Wally 
would win.” Edberg said. 


Crowd favourite John McEn- 
roe. sixth seed and ranked 17th, 
dispatched Yugoslavia’s Slobo- 
dan Zivojinovic 6-1 6-4. 

In the. women’s competition, 
Japanese qualifier Kumiko Oka- 
moto caused the day's major up- 
set as she ousted defending cham- 
pion Catarina Lindqvist of 
Sweden 7-5 6-3 to reach the quar- 
terfinals. 

Top seed Amy Fraizer of the 
United States and second seed 
Sabine Appel mans of Belgium 
also won quarterfinal berths with 
straight set wins over Karin 
Ksdiwendt of Switzerland and 
Mana Endo of Japan respective- 
ly- 

Connors, who has dropped to 
no. 590 in the world rankings, is a 
wild-card entrv in his third 


tournament 

He said he “wanted to play so 
bad and sometimes I get overan- 
xious” and rushed returns. 

He said" he wants fo get to a 
stage where he is feeling comfort- 
able on court. 

"The more I play, the better I 
feel. The wrist is 100 per cent,” 
he said. “It’s just a case of playing 
more and getting that out of my 
mind.” 

When he does stop playing 
tennis, he said, “there will be no 
comebacks.” 

“I have done everything I have 
set out to do. so everything is fun 
now. You don't know how much 
you tike the game until it's taken 
away from you,” said Connors, 
the all-time open leader in cham- 
pionships with 109. 
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Sabatini leads top speeds 
into Florida 3rd round 


AMELIA ISLAND (AP) — 
Gabriela Sabatini feels better ab- 
out her tennis game than ever 
before. It's easy to understand 
why. 

The hottest player on the 
women’s tour, and the sport's 
newest S4-mil1ion winner, needed 
only 65 minutes to beat Italy's 
Federica Bonsignori 6-1, 6-0 
Tuesday and advance to the 
third round of the Bausch and 
Lomb Championships at Amelia 
Island plantation. 

The Argentine player has won 
21 of her last 22 matches, a 
stretch that includes titles in the 
Pan Pacific Open, Virginia Slims 
of Florida and Family Circle Cup 
and a second-place finish in the 
Interna t i onal Players Cham- 
pionship. 

“I’ve won some very important 
matches and it helped my confi- 
dence,” said Sabatini, who's tur- 
naround started in last year's 
U.S. Open when she beat Ger- 
man Steffi Graf in the final. 

“I thought I was playing pretty 
good tennis before the U.S. 
Open, but everything wasn’t 
coming together," said Sabatini, 
the second seed in this week's 
S350.000 tournament. “After 
that, it seemed like everything 
changed. 

“I'm playing more aggressive, 
not just staying on the baseline 
and hitting the ball,” she added. 
“I feel a lot more confidence with 
all my shots." 

Bonsignori said Sabatini never 
gave her chance to get into the 
match. 

“She didn't miss anything.” the 
Italian said. “She had two un- 
forced errors the whole match.” 

Graf, a 6-4, 64) winner over 
Canada's Rene Simpson- Alter in 


a night match, joined Sabatini in 
moving on to the third round. 
Spain's Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 
Helena Sukova of Czechoslova- 
kia and Germany’s Isabel Cueto 
also advanced. 

Graf is frying to win this day 
court tournament for the fourth 
time in six years. She struggled 
more Tuesday night with her 
concentration than with her 
opponent. 

Down 3-0 m the first set, no. 
182- ranked Simpson- Alter won 
four straight games before Graf 
regained her focus. 

“I didn't have to be 100 per 
cent," said Graf, ranked no. 2 in 
the world. “I approach all match- 
es the same, but in the back of 
your mind you know.” 

Sanchez, the no. 3 seed, trail- 
led 3-1 in the opening set against 
American Linda Harvey-Wild, 
then won 11 consecutive games to 
complete a 6-3, 6-0 victory. Suko- 
va and Cueto didn't have as easy 
a time. 

Sukova fought off a challenge 
from 15-year-old amateur Chan- 
da Rubin, who came within two 
points of beating the 13th-ranked 
player in the world. The Amer- 
ican teenager won an opening set 
tie-breaker and rallied from a 3-0 
defidt to lead 5-4 in the second. 

Sukova broke Rubin’s serve to 
puli even, then held for the set. 
Rubin went up 2-0 In the final set 
before Sukova won five straight 
games to dose in on her 6-7 ( 7-9). 
7-5, 6-2 victory. 

“I just couldn't get the key 
point to get to match point.” said 
Rubin, who will climb from no. 
196 to no. 172 m the rankings 
despite the loss. “She made a 
couple of tough shots when she 
really needed them.” 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY APRIL 12, 1991 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. CarmB fUghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Hriakuagaut whatever mean most 
to you and the principles under 
whk* you- would most like to 
operate in the future could take a 
large part of this day as you enjoy a 
cultural pursuit. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
fine day for you to be on an 
optimistic note and to let others be 
more aware of your capabilities tu 
the things you like to do the most. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your own residenc e n eeds some 
taring up ao get bray and make it 
that haven of rest you would tflcc it 
hi he and bac ku p ynnr family’s 
desires. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
» your time to get out and see most 
everyone who is anyw h er e sear 
and you can ce r t ai n ly show your 
interest hi trips and expeditions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Your fi nances need some 
looking into now for you have 
■one ways and means by which to* 
uir r eraB your income so don’t be 
so h i ii i ajsrAl m ple a s u res. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
certainly your day to first get all 
dolled up after health treatments 
and for going oat socially and 
ft! mg desire to have some fun, 
VIRGO: (Angnst 22 to September 
22) You nsnaBy concentrate on the 
dataBi of any plan bat now you are 
able to quietly look into the overall 
aspects of any ritaation and make 
derations of im port a nce. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you would fike to do 
that does neceai itate seeing and 
bring with good friends is crecB c ut 


and your social pleasures can be 
just right. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Whatever you have in mind 
that docs require astute handling 
on the worldly level is fine now so 
get in touch with exe cutive s and 
get their Hearing s. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
Dece mb er 21) Look for the silver 
firing in any doud of doubt you 
have reganfing that new plan or 
i nsp irati on that has re ce n tly come 
, to you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Let those p erson a who 
mean the most to yon realise you 
arevery conscientious in attending 
to whatever promises you have 
made them in exact perform an ce. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 1?) Look for a Bash of mspira- 
tion from a conventional partner 
who Hkes to have praise that can 
make your whole relationship 
mpeh better. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mud) 
20) There is mod) improvement 
that yon would be wire to make to 
your surroundings and this is just 
the (fay to put ou your old dothes 
to get tins done. 

Today's chid: If your d)3d were 
bom today she or be has so modi 
activity in their fife that there wSH 
be a great many c h an ges and new 
beg innin g which wS cause a feel- 
ing Of Httfy this 

tikes security in familiar circumst- 
ances. Keeping all on an even keel 
will prove dtffiwift in this chart. 


"Tbe suis impel, they do not 
compel. ” What you make of your 
Etc m hugely up to you. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TAN HAH HIRSCH 
TWO THDuM MM la Sanrtco. Inc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K7 91K542 <>9753 *K 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 
A.— With a six-card major, a sec- 
ondary four-card minor and two 
kings, it might seem that it would be 
automatic to bid game. However, 
your high cards are in your short 
suits, so they are not pulling their 
full wrighl. Should partner have 
only a doubleton heart beaded by an 
honor, you could be in trouble. Bid 
two hearts. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

♦ AJCQ9 77652 3952 *83 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

A.— The modern practice when 
partner opens with cue of a minor is 
to bid your Tour-card suits up the 
line, and most experts we know 
would respond one heart. However, 
if there's a game on a 4-3 fit, it 
would have to be in spades, so we 
would upgrade our top-heavy hon- 
or holding to the equivalent of a 
five-card suit and respond one 
spade. There are also lead-directing 
considerations. 

Q-3 — As South, vulnerable, you 

hold: 

* Void 7J10 OQJ 109754 +Q764 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 
Av— You have the absolute mini- 
mum in terms of high cards and no 
fit, but your hand has considerable 
trick-taking potential. We would 
respond one no crump, with the in- 
tention of bidding our diamonds 
over any rebid partner might make. 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQ1052 TKQ7 OJ *K652 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 2 v 


What do you bid now? 

A. — With die singleton in partner's 
suit, your hand is neither strong 
enough for the high reverse of three 
clubs nor the right panern for two 
no trump. Therefore, you should be 
content with a rebid of two spades 
to see what partner has in mind. 

QS — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*A6 *7(21062 vKQ 10943 *5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 9 Pass 2 O Pass 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Partner has shown a good hand 
with _ his high reverse, but there is a 
possibility that this hand is a misfit. 
For the moment we suggest that, 
before you take a p r ef erence to 
spades, you stress the quality of 
your long suit and wait to hear 
whether or not that excites partner. 
Bid three diamonds. 

Q.6—As Sooth, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

* AKQ10952 vJfi 3Q3 *107 
Partner opens the {adding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A.— Despite your self-sufficient 
suit, this hand lacks controls in the 
other suits, so a jump shift b out of 
the question. The brat way to show 
your powerful one-suiter is to bid 
one spade now, then jump to four 
spade at your next turn. 


FORECAST for THURSDAY APRIL 11, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarroU FUghter Foundation 

22) Now you hare the chan ce to dp 
something of a community service 
or of a patriotic nature that can 
make your influence frit far 
beyond present boundaries. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day to think upon tatty 
thoughts especially what you can 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
plan* that you have started are 
gofo g to require more work and 
to put them h order and 
mat* them more workable. Good 
day for friends and bobbies that 
you share with fri ends , 

ABIES: (Maid) 21 to April 19) 
Take some time oat to do what 
your famfly tikes now despite the 
fact that yon have some Kttte 
goodies of your own that yon 
would fit* to put in effect. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get off to that parade or other 
civic, patriotic expression that 
brings yon a greater awareness of 
how precious your heritage is to 
you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Make a print to use some funds 
now to show ranch you value and 
a p p re c ia te the country in which 
yon live an ^ tbe community in 
which yon dwell. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Yount fit tbe most patriotic 
and country-oriented of a0 the 
signs and you have a chance now to 
■how your finest traits in tins dirco- 
tioo. 

LEO: (Inly 22 to August 21) Think 
out what you can quietly sod pri- 
vately do to show how much you 
value the many goodies in life are 
yours and back up allies who ere 
loyaL 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Today a your tune to be with 
good friends and to talk out with 
them what you can do together in 
order to put yoor energies to better 
use. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


pic works that can add to your 
growth, development. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your deep seated 
urges now should be taken hno 
rather than superficial in- 
terests that do not send you off in 
the right direction. 

CAPRICORN; (December 22 to 
January 20) Your attitude towards 
your partners and what you do to 
cement ties with them now deter- 
mines how far you cm go to lift tins 
relationship up. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) There is modi to do that 
could show others that you want to 

be of service in the right places and 

with the right persons so for those 
of this type. 

FECES: (February 20 to March 
20) There are some very wonderful 
pleasures yon can bam early so 
make as many appointme nts as 
posable to be with those persons 
that will be helpful. 

Today’s cMKb If your child were 
born today she or be requires yon 
handle their special shyness and 
reticence with special care white 
you build-up and develop this 
chad's r nnMmai This child needs 
ethical, moral and spiritual training 
to bring out all of their best qual- 
ities and to ensure success in tbe 
world of activities. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Henris 


HARRIS 



“My doctor told me to get more 
exercise, so now I play with my gum 
before I swallow it.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ortflnary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|o toy Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 




TIFFY 


TZt 

mm 


NOOHR 


n i 



RATTEP 


_u_ 




□ 


LUSTYS 

JJ 


SHE CALLED HIM 
SY HIS FIRST 
NAME AWI7 WAS 

after this, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


Jumbles: PEACE 
Answer 


MAIZE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
JUNKET EIGHTY 


A sweater lends sex appeal to some, white afl It 
does for others is MAKE THEM ITCH 


THE Daily Crossword by Stephen 


Ftorecfc 


ACROSS 
1 Huelva home 
5 Premise 
10 Drop 

14 Consumer 

15 Expunge 

16 Theater aware 

17 Hepburn film 

20 Discourses 

21 it be 
loverly" 

22 Mountain 
ridge 

24 — Grande 

25 Of a certain 
element 

28 Dispositions 
33 Shore bird 

35 Corrode 

36 Topic 

37 Farrow 

38 Certain court 
case 

41 1002 

42 Yeasty foam 

44 Sea eagle 

45 Figure of 
speech 

47 Wide-awake 
person 

50 Moderates 

51 Tchr$.’ gp. 

52 Failure 
54 Hidden 

conditions 
58 Leather pouch 
62 Ancient ruler 

64 Indian tongue 

65 A Gorbachev 

66 Liveliness 

67 Artist's model 
66 Sports figures 
66 Mailed 

DOWN 

1 Reductions 

2 Arthur of 
tennis 

3 S wami 

4 Language of 
Jesus 

5 Swiss city 

6 Awn 

7 Pouch 

8 “The Last 
Time — 

Parrs" 


■ 

m 

a 

■ 


m 

■ 

m 

■ 

m 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

m 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

H 

a 

M 

M 

M 

M 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

M 


■ 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 



M«ha sawc«? in* 
All fflgbi* ReaovM 


9 Sp. girts 

10 Leave the 
court for a. 
reason 

11 Under cover 

12 Legal holding 

13 Fast time 

18 One who 
coerces 

19 Resign 
23 Timeless 
25 Animated 

fawn 

20 Ol birds 

27 Laughs loudly 

29 Mai - r 

30 Relinquish 

31 Banish 

32 Piggeries 
34 Adolescents 

39 Numerical 
prefix 

40 Defames 

43 Actress Van 
Vooran 
46 Wetlands 
48 Carte 


{3H0H □□QHQ 
P?HEH IJULUIU 

□□qq ufjua toucinj 
OQH QQB 

raHraS0 a Q QH □ana 
BQBaQ naaaa qqh 
aEppHaaaQaaaaaa 

aQQ S -Ha-naan 
aou 

anna uimu 

HHESR goaa □ana 




49 Emcee e.g. 

53 Davenports 

54 Dam 

55 In one side 
and out the 
other 

56 Foxx 


57 Chair 
59 Distant 
prefix 

SO Abba — 

61 Speak 
vehemently 
63 Govl gp. 


rt 


t 
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Soviet Union heads for market 


or bust with new crisis plan 


MOSCOW (R) - President 
Mikhail Gorbachev unveiled a 
do-or-die programme Tuesday 
for pulling the Soviet Union out 
of a deepening crisis and intro- 
during a market economy. 

The programme, drawn op by 
Prime Minister Valentin i Pavlov, 
was presented at a meeting be- 
tween Kremlin and republican 
leaders and published by the offi- 
cial Soviet news agency TASS. It 
is due to be submitted to parlia- 
ment within a week. 

It calls for an authoritarian 
approach to introducing market- 
oriented reforms which could run 
into stiff opposition from repub- 
lics demanding independence or 
greater autonomy. 

Following are tbe main econo- 
mic provisions, mostly to be im- 
plemented over the coming year 
witb 31 new laws, eight presiden- 


tial decrees and 10 agreements 
with republics: 

— Stabilise the situation by 
declaring a moratorium on poli- 
tical strikes until tbe end of 1991 
and set up a coordination com- 
mittee with the republics to en- 
sure that the programme is car- 
ried out. 

— Complete transition to free 
market prices by Oct. 1, 1992. An 
income indexation law to be in- 
troduced. 

— Work out privatisation plans 
in the second quarter of 1991. 
Loss-making firms to be priva- 
tised or have their managements 
sacked. 

— End the monopoly of state 
foreign trade organisations this 
year and continue foreign trade 
decentralisation. 

— Develop foreign exchange 
trading to help make the rouble 


convertible. Introduce anti- 
inflation policies. Cut imports by 
10 to 15 per cent by the end of 
1991. 

— Attract foreign investment 
with creation of free economic 
zones and legislation easing re- 
patriation of profits. 

— Introduce austerity budget 
measures for tbe second half of 
this year with a moratorium on 
new investment programmes. 

— Suspend republican and loc- 
al decisions that contradict Soviet 
laws. Withdraw subsidies from 
republics that refuse to cooperate 
in a new union treaty bolding the 
Soviet Union together or fail to 
contribute to the central govern- 
ment budget. 

— Grant the Soviet centra] 
bank greater powers over the 
ban kin g system with a tougher 
stance on credits to rebellious 


republics. 

— Make authorities and enter- 
prises responsible for meeting 
food supply obligations in 1991. 
Introduce centralised control of 
grain and other baric foodstuffs. 

— Bring in extra workers and 
tile army to help with harvesting 
and work in tbe food processing 
industry. 

— Increase the proportion of 
food and other goods sold 
through private channels. 

— Halt the decline in energy, 
transport and communications 
with the introduction of a “spe- 
cial regime" for 1991-1992. 

— Reduce defence spending 
and convert military facilities to 
meet the needs of the civilian 
economy. 

— Develop stock and commod- 
ities exchanges with Soviet and 
foreign participation. 


Pentagon defers 
contractors’ debts 


to avert bankruptcies 


WASHINGTON ( R) — The 
U.S. Defence Department, said 
Tuesday it granted its two biggest 
contractors two extra years to 
repay a SI. 3 billion debt to avoid 
the possibility of them filing for 
bankruptcy during the Gulf war. 

Eleanor Spector. director of 
defence procurement at the Pen- 
tagon. said McDonnell Douglas 
and General Dynamics were 
given the extra time to pay the 
SI. 34 billion debt on a failed 
contract for a navy jet. 


The debt represented overpay- 
ments made before development 
of the radar-evading Stealth A-12 
attack plane was cancelled by 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
on Jan. 7. 


“We possibly would have pre- 
cipitated chapter 11 for one or 
both of the companies had we 
insisted on that repayment.** 
Spector told a House armed ser- 


vices subcommittee. 

Chapter 11 of the U.S. bank- 
ruptcy law protects companies 
from creditors while a judge tries 
to help them reorganise. 

“This was in the middle of 
Desert Storm and we were mov- 
ing equipment from them.*' Spec- 
ter said. “They are our two 
largest contractors and conceiv- 
ably they would not have per- 
formed in chapter 11.” 

The decision to delay such a 
huge debt payment for defence 
contractors is unprecedented, 
according to chairman Nicholas 
Mavroules. a Democrat, who cal- 
led the special subcommittee 
hearing to investigate the delay. 

McDonnell Douglas is the top 
U.S. defence firm with $ 8.2 bil- 
lion in contracts last year and 
makes the F-15 fighter planes and 
Apache helicopters used in the 
Gulf war. 


Sirason goes into liquidation 


BERLIN (R) — Simson, the 
90-year-old company that made 
former communist East Ger- 
many's only moped went into 
liquidation leaving its remaining 
3.300 staff unemployed. “The 
Simson name will no longer ex- 
ist," said Guenther Arnold. Sim- 
son Fahrzeug GMBITs deputy 
works council chairman. Simson ’s 
liquidation by the Treuhandan- 
stalt privatisation agency fol- 


lowed decisions to close much of 
the east's vehicle manufacturing. 
The loss-making Wartburg and 
TYabant car plants will shut this 
month. Arnold said the factory, 
which saw its markets swamped 
by Western competitors with uni- 
fication last year, had practically 
ceased production last month. 
The Treuhand was looking for 
investors to use the failed com- 
pany's plant, Arnold added. 


Brazil^ anks fix deal 


BRASILIA f AP) — The govern- 
ment has reached an agreement 
with private creditor banks for 
payment of $8.5 billion in arrears 
on its foreign debt. 

Brazil will pay $2 billion this 
year and convert the balance into 
10-year bonds. Acting Economy 
Minister Joao Maia has said. 

“This is a significant step to- 
wards a definitive solution to the 
debt," he said. 

Maia said Brazil will pay $1 
billion immediately and another 
$1 billion in monthly instalments 
through December. 


The bonds will have a three- 
year grace period and fixed in- 
terest rates. Maia said. Creditors 
can choose from a "menu” of 
options for interest payments. 

Maia called the agreement on 
fixed interest rates “an unpre- 
cedented innovation.” 

“After eight months of nego- 
tiations. we view these terms with 
optimism and hope.” he said. “It 
respects the availability of our 
international resources and the 
targets of fiscal austerity." 

Brazil's currency reserves are 
estimated at around $9 billion. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, April 10, 1991 
Central Bank "tBcfai rates 


Sdl 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Stating 
DeafKfaenuxfc 
Swiss franc 
ft each franc 


674.0 678-0 
1208-2 1215.4 
404.5 406.9 
477-3 480.2 
119-5 120J 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Sweetish crown 
Italian fira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (tor 10) 


498.9 501.9 

358.8 361.0 

111.9 112.6 

54.6 54.9 

196.6 197.8 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 

1.7892/7902 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1521/26 

Canadian dollar 


1.6685/92 

Deutschemarks 


1.8790/8800 

Dutch guilders 


1.4120/30 

Swiss francs 


34.31/35 

Belgian francs 


5.6420/70 

French francs 


1238/1239 

Italian lire 


135.25/35 

Japanese yen 


6.0330/80 

Swedish crowns 


6.5010/60 

Norwegian crowns 


6.4075/2 5 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

363.65/364.15 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks finished ’.easier in thin trade after, moving 
TtarrowH'.’around-their opening .jewel -for-tmosr of -the -da v. The 
Nikkei averagr was down 48,53 points. or 0.18 per. -cent, to 

26,268.86. ™ r ^ " •* 

SYDNEY — Softer overseas markets sent shares lower but prices 
showed some resilience at sharply weaker levels. The All 
Ordinaries Index ended down 6.5 at 1,442.6. 

HONG KONG — Shares staged a late rally to daw back from 
sharp morning losses, ending the day comfortable higher. The 
Hang Seng Index ended 20.32 higher at 3.777.62. 
SINGAPORE — The roller-coaster Stock Market Index dosed 
mixed after selective bargain hunting in this trading. The Straits 
Times Industrial Index dosed down 9.28 at 1.460.16. 
BOMBAY — Exchange closed till Thursday. On Tuesday, the 
BSE Index rose 1.83 points to 1.240.53 after peaking at 1.256.80. 
The National Index gained 2.11 to 621.05. 

FRANKFORT — Shares ended 1 .3 per cent lower in thin trading. 
Edginess about possible further German interest rate rises 
contributed to general gloom. The Dax Index closed down 20.22 
at 1,561.89. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed lower as higher Swiss money market 
rates and Wall Street's 45-point slide on Tuesday weighed on the 
market. The SPI closed at 1.073.9, down 13.1. 

LONDON — Prices ended easier but above their early lows, 
reflecting the market's new m ood of consolidation after strong 
gains earlier in the year. The FTSE Index ended down 8.4 at 
2.518.8. 

NEW YORK — Blue Chips erased their gains in afternoon trading 
as some futures-related selling and weak bond prices weighed on 
the market. The Dow was down about eight at 2,865. 




Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 






Adel Imam & Yusra 
in 

*Karakon* in the street 


(Arabic) 


M0. 830 p.«n. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


PRETTY 

WOMAN 


Show; 3 JO, 830. 1030 p.m. 



\ X Cinema Tel: 634144' 

X X ~ PHILADELPHIA 


MICKEY R0URKE...IN 

A PRAYER FOR 
THE DYING 


12*30, 330. 830, 1030 
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NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 




Cinema 
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PLAZA 


Tel: 699238’ 


FUNNY FAMILY 


Show: 12:30, 3:30, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 




Show: 12:30. 3:15. 8:00. 10:00 p.m. 
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Egypt shores - up 4 state- owned 
banks with $600m cash injection 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has in- 
jected hundreds of millions of 
dollars into its four major public 
sector b anks to help them face a 
wave of competition hitting the 
country’s cosseted financial mar- 
kets. 

Mahmoud Abdul Aziz, vice 
president of the state-owned 
National Bank of Egypt (NBE), 
said Tuesday Egypt bad more 
than doubled the four banks* 
capital in the last few weeks with 
an injection of well over two 
billion pounds ($600 million). 

“They are increasing their 
equity to meet capital adequacy 
requirements according to inter- 
national trends,” he told Reuters 
in an interview. 

Egypt's mammoth state-owned 
public sector is being dragged 
reluctantly along a path of free- 
market reform inspired by the 


International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). Financial markets have 
been the first affected. 

Since the beginning of the year 
tire country has made the pound 
convertible, allowed banks to set 
their own interest rates, begun 
issuing treasury bills and deman- 
ded that banks adhere to interna- 
tional financial standards. 

Egyptian bankers said the mea- 
sures had already begun squeez- 
ing profits, witb the country's 
approximately 50 private and 
public banks forced to raise in- 
terest rates to attract depositors 
and hold down lending rates to 
satisfy borrowers. 

Abdul Aziz said NBE's capital 
was increased to 400 million 
pounds ($120 million) from 250 
million ($75 million) last month 
and that last week the finance 
ministry, the bank's owner, 


approved a second increase to 
one billion pounds ($300 million). 

Abdul Aziz said the ministry 
had deposited tbe funds in the 
banks earlier this year and would 
now transfer them to equity. 

Western economists said Egypt 
had apparently financed the 
capital infusion with cash grants 
received from Gulf Arab states as 
a reward for its help in driving 
Iraq out of Kuwait. 

Egypt has been negotiating an 
IMF accord for more than three 
years. On Tuesday in IMF de- 
legation left Cairo with a long- 
awaited “letter of intent” agree- 
ment to submit to its board of 
directors. 

Tbe four state-owned banks — 
NBE, Banque de Cairo, Banque 
Mis and the Bank of Alexandria 
— were taken over or created by 
the state in a wave erf nationalisa- 


tions that began in the early 
1960s. 

Economists said some had 
loans on their books that had not 
been serviced for decades. 

Abdul Aziz said his bank bad 
set aside bad loan provisions of 
more than one billion pounds 
($300 million), which he said was 
the highest among public sector 
banks, 

,r We are satisfied with onr 
coverage” he said. 

A circular to both private and 
public banks in January set out 
the country's first mandatory 
capital-Co-assets ratio. ~ 

It said capital, reserves and 
provisions must equal . at least 
eight per cent of total bank assets 
and set out a two to four year 
timetable for banks to comply. 
Mandatory liquidity ratios were 
also introduced. - 


IMF: World economy In 1991 
may perform worst since 1 982 


WASHINGTON (R) — Tbe In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) expects the industrialised 
world to turn in its worst econo- 
mic performance since 1982 this 
year, but looks for a rebound 
next year. Western diplomats 
said Tuesday. 

The IMF’s semi-annual fore- 
cast, due to be formally unveiled 
later this month at the fund’s 
spring meeting, expects economic 
growth in the industrialised world 
to slump to 1.4 per cent this year. 

That would be the worst per- 
formance since the global reces- 
sion of 1981-82 and compares 
with growth of 2.5 per cent last 
year. 

The poor performance reflects 
the impact of the Gulf crisis, 
particularly the sharp rise in oil 
prices that followed Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait last August. 


But tbe IMF expects growth in 
the industrialised world to pick 
up next year to about 2.8 per 
cent, paced by economic recover- 
ies in the United States, Canada 
and Britain. 

Global output, including the 
developing world, is also ex- 
pected to pick up in 1992 to about 
three per cent. 

The IMF has scaled back its 
estimate of global growth this 
year to take account of the finan- 
cial fall-out from the Gulf crisis, 
which triggered a sharp rise in oil 
prices last year and is generally 
blamed for pushing the U.S. eco- 
nomy into recession. 

In its last published forecast in 
September, the IMF projected 
growth of 2.4 per cent this year m 
both the global economy and the 
industrialised world. 

Diplomats said the IMF gener* 


ally agrees with the Bush admi- 
nistration that the U.S. economy 
will snap out of recession later 
this year. It expects the U.S. 
economy to grow 2.8 per cent 
next year after being flat in 1991. 

The economies of both Japan 
and the former West Germany 
are likely to expand about three 
per cent this year. Growth in 
Japan is likely to pick up slightly 
next year, but that of the former 
West Germany will fall to about 
two per cent. 

The IMF is not producing over- 
all forecasts for a united Ger- 
many because reliable economic 
data from the former East Ger- 
many is not yet available. 

Diplomats said economic 
growth is expected to slow in 
former West Germany because 
the German government was 
forced to raise taxes to curb the 


moanring fiscal deficit. 

The IMF expects Canada's eco- 
nomy to bounce back strongly 
next year, growing at well above 
three' per cent, diplomats said. 

The United Kingdom's recov- 
ery is expected to be less robust, 
perhaps on the order of about 
two per cent. 

The world economy is also 
likely to benefit next year from a 
turnaround in the Middle East 
following a steep downturn in 
1991 stemming from the Gulf 
crisis, diplomats said. 

Growth in Latin America and 
the Caribbean is also expected to 
pick up. to around three per cent 
in 1992 from about 1.5 per cent 
this year, they said. 

Eastern European economies 
should stabilise next year after 
slumping this year and last. 


Bonn raises pensions 
offers incentives to 


in east, 
there 


TZ-: 


Bpm (R)“ Bonn announced "a 
15 per cent risein pensions in east 
'Germany "Tuesday and offered- 
western civil servants extra finan- 
cial incentives to work in the 
economically depressed region. 

Labour and Social Affairs 
Minister Norbert Bluera said tbe 
average east German pension 
would rise to 820 marks ($489) a 
month from July 1, just over half 
the average in wealthy West Ger- 
many. 

“We are transferring to the 
new federal states a system of 
old-age care that is without para- 
llel in the world,” Bluem told a 
news conference. “This is an im- 
portant contribution to the social 
unity of Germany." 

East and west Germany united 
in October 1990. 

West German pensions law will 
apply in the five new states of 
former East Germany from 1992, 
meaning that pensioners will re- 
ceive a maximum of 70 per cent 


..-.of salary on retirement, ’ 

But wages are still much lower. 
. in the east and it will take years 
before pensions reach Western 
levels. 

The Grey Panthers, a party 
representing old people, were un- 
impressed. 

it said east Germans should be 
guaranteed a minimum pension 
of 1,200 marks ($718) to help 
them cope with rising rents and 
living costs as communist-era sub- 
sidies are phased out. 

Other changes mean former 
members of the hated Stasi secur- 
ity police and other communist 
officials will effectively have their 
pensions cut. 

Interior Minister Wolfgang 
Schaeuble said the monthly salary 
supplements paid to tivj] servants 
who move east to help rebuild 
central and local government 
would rise by nearly- 800 marks 
($479) a month to a maximum of 
2500 marks ($1500). 




West Crerinan, n pvir servants, ; 
around. 10,000,. whom are,n| 
already working ipj wer^c 
offered additional incentives such 
as faster promotion if they 
accepted such assignments. 

“The situation in the new states 
shows bow important an efficient 
and effective public administra- 
tion is for the functioning of the 
economy," Schaeuble told a news 
conference. 

Local government is barely 
functioning in some areas and 
Western companies have cited 
delays and obstacles in dealing 
with bureaucracy as factors dis- 
couraging them from investing in 
east Germany. 

East German employees of a 
Western-owned bank published 
an open letter to the mayor of 
Dresden Tuesday urging him to 
deal urgently with their request 
for permission to build an office 
in die city. The request was made 
last summer. 


Japan gives 
Algeria 
iOb yen 
credit line 


'.-Si 


ALGIERS (R) — Tl»e Japanese 
Export-Import Bank opened a 
line of credit of 20 biBkm yen 
($148 million) for four Algerian 
banks under an accord signed in 
Algiers Tuesday, the official news 
agency APS reported. 

The credits, repayable between 
two and seven years and available 
over a period of two years, are to 
be used to finance imports of 
Japanese industrial equipment, 
spare parts, tyres and steel pro- 
• ducts. 

The agency said interest rates 
would be fixed when each com- 
mercial contract is concluded. 



Manila seeks $84m in 
war reparations 


MANILA (R) — The Philippines 
will seek about $84 ntihioD in 
reparations to recover losses in- 
curred due to the Gulf war, fore- 
ign affairs officials said Tuesday. 

The claims will be filed with the 
United Nations as soon as docu- 
mentation is completed, Sedfrey 
Ordonez, Philippine ambassador 
to the United Nations told repor- 
ters. 

The riaimy include damage to 
displaced Filipino workers, repat- 
riation expenses by tbe Overseas 
Workers Welfare Ad mi nis tr ation 
and the state-owned Philippine 
Airlines, he said. 

The foreign undersecretary for 
international labour affairs with 
the Philippines’ foreign affairs 


department, Israel Bocobo, said 
30,000 Filipinos who fled Kuwait 
after Iraq’s Aug. 2 occupation 
claimed losses totalling $72 mil- 
lion. 

“With the ass ura nces of the 
U.N. and the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment, and the willingness of the 
Iraqi government to comply with 
the U.N. resolutions, I am opti- 
mistic of actnally collecting some 
sort of war reparations from 
Iraq,” he told r e port er s. 

“We are seeking exemplary 
damages and moral damag e* be- 
cause of the anguish suffered fay 
(tbe evacuees),” Bocobo said. 

There are around 500,000 Ffli- 
pinos working in the Middle East, 
most of them in Saudi Arabia. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


A leading bank is seeking an ambitious Jordanian 
M.B.A. graduate, preferably with a finance concentration, 
to work in a research environment. Qualified applicants 
must meet the following requirements:- 


1. Good command of Arabic and English (written and spoken) 

2. Age between 24-30 years. 

3. Completed military service. 

4. Practical experience in finance and banking is a plus. 
Qualified candidates please send C.V.'s and writing 

samples in both Arabic arid English to:- 


Personnel Manager 

P.O. Box (435) 

Amman - Jordan 

All applications will be treated with the strictest confiden- 
tiality. 


AVISO A TODOS LOS 


JORDAN1A 

El proximo 26 de Mayo se celeb raran elecciones munici- 
pales y autonomicas en Espana. Los espanoles re- 
sidentes en el extranjero que deseen ejercer su derecho 
de voto deberan comunicario a ia Embajada de Espana. 
A tal efecto seran expuestas a partir de hoy dia 10 de Abril 
y hasta el dia 17, inclusive, las listas electorates. 

En este plazo se podra presenter toda redamacion 
administrativa sobre la inclusion o exclusion en el censo. 

Para consultar las listas o para mayor Informacion: 

Embajada de Espana 

Primer clrculo - C/Relna Zeln 

Jabal Amman - Amman 

Telf.622140 / 624187 


CAR WANTED 


Duty paid. Medium size. JD 5,000 maximum. 

Call 672346 after 2:30 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 


MITSUBISHI COLT, model 1988, burgundy red, only 
15,000 kms, radia/cassette player, duty unpaid. Price: 
JD 4,000 or best offer. 


Please call (from Sunday onwards): 644635 


USED VCR WANTED TO BUY 


Family wants to buy a second hand but good condition 
video cassette recorder with Pai/Secam and NTSC 
recording/playback capabilities. 

If you have one for sale, please phone 663458. 


: 




AJU* 


TZ 




... . _ . t\. 


* 














Sharia to be made Pakistan’s 
supreme law, Sharif says 



JORDAN TIMES, THURSPAY-FRIDAY, APRIL 11-12, _1»1 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
announced Wednesday his gov- 
ernment had decided to make the 
Islamic code of Sharia "supreme 
law" for Pakistan. 

He told a joint meeting of the 
two houses of parliament he 
would introduce two bills im- 
mediately to enforce Sharia based 
on the teachings of the Koran and 
the Sunnah, or the practices of 
the Prophet Mohammad. 

“One will be a Sharia bill and 
other will amend the constitution 
to make Koran and Sunnah as (he 
supreme law." he said. 

Details of the two bills were 
not immediately available. 

Sharif said introducing Sharia 
would fulfill one of his Islamic 
Democratic Alliance's main 
promises in a general election 
campaign last October which en- 
ded in the defeat of former Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto's Pakis- 
tan People's Party (PPP). 

Controversy over Sharia has 
raged in Islamic Pakistan for 
several years. Orthodox Islamic 
clergyman have wanted to en- 
force it while liberal Muslims 
argue that its introduction could 
rum Pakistan into a theocracy 
like Iran. 

“I am not a fundamentalist 


who will not follow the require- 
ments of modem times/' Sharif 
said. “We will have to open our 
doors to change. 1 * 

The prime minister said he had 
also decided to introduce a pack- 
age of legal reforms that would 
include measures to fight bribery 
and the possession of illegal arms 
and would make it easier for 
people to seek justice horn the 
courts. 

"If anybody tries to obstruct 
these changes. I will remove the 
hurdldis with the support of the 
people," he said. 

He said he also wanted to 
reorganise administrative 
machinery and the police, whom 
he accused of wanting to maintain 
the status quo and being averse to 
change. 

*Tf they fail to march with the 
time, I will revert to people and 
appeal for hundreds of thousand 
of volunteers (to replace them)/' 
he said. 

Bhutto to end boycott 

Meanwhile Bhutto Tuesday 
called off her boycott of parlia- 
ment after the governing coali- 
tion agreed to investigate the 
alleged intimidation, kidnapping 
and torture of her party mem- 
bers. 


Ms. Bhutto and her party's 
legislation agreed to take their 
seats for Wednesday's joint ses- 
sion. 

Ms. Bhutto's party and its 
smaller allies control 45 of the 217 
seats in the National Assembly, 
the law-making lower house, and 
five of 87 in the Senate, or upper 
house. 

"This isn't an ideal accord, but 
in the given environment it's a 
good beginning/* said Nisar Ali 
Khan, one of the government's 
three negotiators. 

Neither Ms. Bhutto nor Sharif 
were present for the accord's 
signing. 

Sources say the Islamic Demo- 
cratic Alliance was eager to end 
the boycott by Ms. Bhutto, fear- 
ing the army might use it as an 
excuse to overthrow the civilian 
government. 

The army, long considered the 
maker and breaker of civilian 
governments, has ruled Pakistan 
for more than half its 43-year 
history. Predictions of another 
takeover surface during times of 
uncertainty or crisis. 

Ms. Bhutto called the boycott 
in February, charging the Sindh 
government was trying to elimin- 
ate her and the Pakistan People’s 
Party as a political force in her 


Shevardnadze: Kremlin was urged 
to use force in Eastern Europe 


MOSCOW (R) — Former Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze says the Kremlin came 
under heavy pressure in the au- 
tumn of 1989 to use force to halt 
anti-Communist revolutions in 
Eastern Europe. 

In an interview with the weekly 
Literary Gazette published on 
Wednesday, he indicated Soviet 
hardliners now bitterly criticising 
his policies would have been 
ready to risk sparking a new 
world war to prevent the re- 
unification of Germany. 

“Was there a real alternative to 
the events of autumn-winter 
19S9-90? After all. what was hap- 
pening essentially was revolution, 
broad popular risings against the 
existing regimes." Shevardnadze 


said. 

“There was of course an 
alternative ... we were quite 
actively pushed to use force, that 
is to resurrect the doctrine under 
which a crisis of power in one 
country of the ‘Socialist commun- 
ity' must be overcome by military 
intervention from the others. 

“In other words, we were being 
told to act according to the sce- 
narios of 1953. 1956 and 1968,” 
he said, in a reference to Soviet 
and Warsaw Pact military in- 
tervention in East Germany, 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia. 

Shevardnadze, now heading a 
foreign policy think-tank, did not 
specify who had urged similar 
moves in 1989 but the wording of 
his remarks suggested pressure 


came from both Soviet domestic 
sources and from East Europe's 
then -Co mm uni st leaders. 

After Soviet-led Warsaw Pact 
forces crushed a reformist gov- 
ernment in Prague in 1968, then- 
Kremlin chief Leonid Brezhnev 
and his aides formulated a doc- 
trine providing for collective ac- 
tion to maintain Moscow-style 
rule throughout the bloc. 

For two decades the Kremlin 
denied any such principle existed. 

But it was formally, renounced 
by current Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev in the late ISSGs as he 
sought to build better relations 
with the West and to push reluc- 
tant Communist chiefs in Eastern 
Europe towards reform. 


U.S. puts condition for Sri Lanka 

better ties with Hanoi reports 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — Amer- 
ican officials have met with Viet- 
namese diplomats and indicated 
willingness to improve ties in 
return for help in easing strife in 
Cambodia and accounting for ser- 
vicemen missing since the Viet- 
nam war. 

In response to a flexible Viet- 
namese attitude, the United 
States would be prepared to ease 
travel restrictions and eventually 
the U.S. embargo on trade with 
Vietnam, an American official 
said. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Solomon outlined the 
U.S. position in a meeting in New 
York with Trinh Xuan Lang. 
Vietnam's ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations. 

The State Department issued a 
statement saying Solomon pro- 
vided a “road map" showing how 
Vietnamese cooperation would 
lead to improved ties. 

The U.S. government has been 


seeking Vietnamese cooperation 
in ending the civil war in Cambo- 
dia and in gaining an accounting 
of the estimated 1,700 American 
servicemen still listed as missing 
from the Vietnam war. 

The United States has never 
recognised the Hanoi govern- 
ment and a trade embargo im- 
posed in 1975 remains in effect. It 
was 16 years ago this month that 
Hanoi defeated the U.S. -backed 
South Vietnamese government, 
completing the Communist 
takeover of Vietnam. Tuesday's 
meeting was the first high-level 
meeting between the two sides in 
six months. 

The U.S. position is that nor- 
mal relations with Vietnam are 
not prossiblc until there is a 
settlement in Cambodia, where a 
Vietnamese-backed government 
has been fighting rebel groups for 
more than a decade. Two of the 
groups receive U.S. assistance. 


Former Haiti president 
denies part in coup bid 


PORT-AU-PRINCE. Haiti (AP) 
— Former President Eriha 
Pascal-Trouillot denied involve- 
ment in a coup attempt, and said 
she was forced at gunpoint to 
write a letter that was seized un 
later as incriminating evidence. 

“This is terrible injustice for 
me and for Haiti, the social, 
human and political terms." Mrs. 
Pascal-Trouillot said in a rare 
interview at her home Tuesday. 

She was accused of complicity 
in the Jan, 6 failed coup attempt 
by hardline supporters of the 
ousted Duvalicr dictatorship. 

The former Supreme Court 
judge, who seldom spoke to the 
media during her 1 1-month-old 
interim civilian government, 
showed a copy of a letter from the 
state prosecutor informing her 
Tuesday she was no longer under 
house arrest. But she was banned 
from travelling outside Haiti. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from the government, 
which has not described the 
allegations in detail. 

The Aristide government had 
previously accused the Pascal- 
Trouillot administration of mis- 
appropriating funds. 

Mrs. Pascal-Trouillot was 
arrested and jailed last Thursday 
and charged with complicity in 
the coup attempt led by former 
Interior and Defence Minister 
Roger Lafontam. 

Lafontant was head of the 
dreaded Tonton Macoute militia 
that kept the 29-year-old Duva- 
lier family in power until 1986, 
when Jean-Gaude Duvalier fled 


to French exile. 

The plot was aimed at prevent- 
ing the presidency of Jean- 
Bemand Aristide, a leftist Ro- 
man Catholic priest elected in a 
landslide in Dec. 16. The attempt 
against the popular Aristide 
touched off protests that left at 
least 76 killed and 150 wounded. 

Mrs. Pascal-Trouillot, 48. said 
the accusations against her stem 
from a letter Lafontam forced her 
at gunpoint to type stating she 
had "decided" to resign the night 
of the coup attempt. 

But she said that in a speech 
broadcast to the nation, she 

changed the word "decided” to 

"forced." 

“She said he would harm me if 
I changed one period from his 
handwritten note." she said. 
'But when I talked to the nation. 
I changed that. I said I was being 
forced." 

She said a copy of the letter 
was made available to the Haitian 
media and came into the hands of 
the Aristide government thereby 
compromising her. 

“I shouldn't have been arrested 
this way." she said. "The gravity 
of the allegations are so great. 
How could I have gone through 
such pains to have democratic 
election in Haiti and then over- 
throw my government." 

She said she was kidnapped 
from her home on the night of 
Jan. 6 and held hostage by Lafon- 
tant and up to 20 soldiers at the 
National Palace for 10 hours be- 
fore loyalist troops stormed the 
building and ended the siege. 


reports 
92 rebels 
killed 
in clashes 

COLOMBO (AP) — The army 
killed at least 92 Tamil guerrillas 
in two major operations, des- 
troying a rebel camp and recap- 
turing a northwestern village, 
military officials said Wednesday. 

Four soldiers also were kilted 
and 12 wounded in the fighting 
Tuesday, the officials said, bring- 
ing the death toll to nearly 800 
since a rebel offensive in the 
mainly Tamil northeast began 
three weeks ago. 

The Tamil rebels contend the 
Sinhalese-dominated government 
is boosting the Sinhalese popula- 
tion in the northeast with settlers 
and troops to divide Tamil areas. 

In one battle Tuesday, a special 
army unit raided a rebel training 
camp at Toppigala village in the 
eastern Batticaloa district, killing 
32 guerrillas, officials said on 
condition of anonymity under 
briefing rules. 

In the northwestern Mannar 
district, troops assisted by aircraft 
and helicopter gunships recap- 
tured Mantai village. Officials 
said debriefings of the pilots and 
intercepted rebel radio messages 
indicated that at least 60 rebels 
were killed in the fight. 

General Cyril Ranatunga, 
secretary of the Defence Minis- 
try, said government troops have 
gone on the offensive after the 
rebels repeatedly attacked gov- 
ernment bases. 

Military officials said 791 peo- 
ple have been killed since March 
20. including 111 soldiers and 
security personnel, 600 rebels and 
71 civilians. 

Lawrence Thilaker, a spokes- 
man for the Tamil Tiger rebels in 
Paris, attributed the upsurge in 
fighting to the army's attempts to 
mass troops and colonise Tamil 
areas with Sinhalese refugees. 

“We will not tel this happen/’ 
he said. 

"These attempts are bound' to 
fail, but at a cost of many lives 
and untold suffering," he said in a 
telephone interview. 

We claimed die government 
was moving settlers into the Trin- 
comalee area in the northeast to 
create a wedge between areas 
held by the rebels. 

At least 6,000 people have 
been killed since the rebels shat- 
tered a 13-month ceasefire and 
broke off peace talks in June, 
raising to about 17,000 the total 
killed since the Tamil rebellion 
began in 1983. 


Serbian, 
minister 
resigns 
in wake of 
Itl3 I clashes 


ANC ready to back 
down from ultimatum 

... l<nl4A 
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Nawaz Sharif 

home province. 

The head of the Sindh govern- 
ment, Chief Minister Jam Sadiq 
Ali, has denied the charges. 

Ms. Bhutto’s 20-month govern- 
ment was dismissed abruptly on 
Aug. 6 on charges of corruption, 
misconduct and abuse of power. 
Since then, she contends, more 
than 500 party members have 
been kidnapped, arrested on 
false charges or are languishing in 
jail without trial. 

As part of the three-point 
agreement, the government 
agreed to set up a six-member 
committee to investigate Ms. 
Bhutto's allegations. 

Albania 

dumps 

‘socialist’ 
in draft 
constitution 

TIRANA (R) — Albania's ruling 
Communists Wednesday un- 
veiled a draft constitution that 
drops the word Socialist from the 
country's title and puts party 
leader Ramiz Alia in line for a 
powerful executive presidency. 

The draft was published in the 
Communist Party newspaper Zeri 
I Popollit five days before the 
opening session of the small Bal- 
kan state's first multi-party par- 
liament since hardline Commun- 
ists took power in 1944. 

“The Republic of Albania is a 
just and democratic state based 
on social equality, the protection 
of all human rights and political 
pluralism/' article two says. 

Meeting opposition Democra- 
tic Party demands, tbe document 
drops Albania's title as a People's 
Socialist Republic. 

It codifies wide-ranging rights 
for Albanians while dropping all 
references to Marxism and a pre- 
face extolling the ruling Party of 
Labour (PLA) that are in the 
existing 1976 constitution of late 
Stalinist leader Enver Hoxha. 

Alia, 66 and head of state since 
1982. was ousted from parliament 
in recent elections by an opposi- 
tion Democrat. The defeat put 
his political survival in doubt. 

But the draft says parliament 
can elect anyone president pro- 
vided the person “fulfills all con- 
ditions for being elected a depu- 
ty." It does not stipulate that the 
head of state must come from the 
parliament's ranks. 

The PLA won a two-thirds 
majority of 168 seats in the 250- 
member People's Assembly to 85 
for the four-month-old Demo- 
crats in the elections. 

The PLA victory, preceded 
and followed by violent anti- 
Communist unrest, is enough to 
push through the new constitu- 
tion without the opposition. 

A government official said 
approval of the draft constitution 
would be one of die first tasks 
of the new parliament, due to 
convene next Monday. 

Democratic Party leaders said 
they had not yet studied the draft 
fully. Party chairman Sali Berisha 
said he had objections to parts be 
had read. 

Tbe opposition objected to a 
draft published last December 
which continued to call Albania a 
People's Socialist Republic. 


BELGRADE (AP) — The In- 
terior Minister of Yugoslavia’s 
largest republic has resigned his 
post, the state Tanjug News 
Agency reported Wednesday, 
apparently in response to non- 
Communist opposition demands. 

Serbian Interior Minister Rad- 
milo Bogdanovic's resignation 
comes after two people died in 
violent dashes between Serbian 
police .and protesters in a March 
9 rally. More than 200 others 
■ were injured. 

Students and the opposition 
protested for several days after 
the killings, demanding Bogdano- 
vic's resignation and the punish- 
ment of those responsible for the 
crackdown. 

Serbia's parliament accepted 
Bogdanovic’s resignation despite 
the government's recommenda- 
tion that it not do so, Tanjug said. 

It said Bogdanovic would re- 
main in his post until a replace- 
ment is named. 

Bogdanovic submined his res- 
ignation at a parliament session 
Tuesday night after legislators 
adopted a report on the March 9 
rally by a vote of 158 to 27. with 
one abstention, Tanjug said. 

It said the opposition was not 
satkfiftH with the report, drafted 
by a parliamentary investigating 
commission, but did not provide 
details of its contents. 

The document was adopted af- 
ter the governing Socialist Party 
— the renamed Communists — 
and the opposition held a one-day 
debate on who was responsible 
for the clashes. 

Sandor Nagy, an opposition 
legislator, criticised the report as 
“turning the opposition into cri- 
minals," Tanjug reported. 

The March 9 violence and the 
ensuing protests shook Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic's 
grip on power. Since then, he has 
seemed more willing to negotiate 
with his counterparts in Yugosla- 
via’s other five republics over the 
country’s future. 

Milosevic is at odds with the 
leaders of the Western-oriented 
states of Slovenia and Croatia 
over whether Yugoslavia should 
remain a tight federation or be- 
come a loose alliance of sovereign 
states. 

The leaders of Yugoslavia’s six 
republics are scheduled to meet 
Thursday for more talks on a 
framework for a new Yugoslavia. 


CAPE TOWN (R) — The Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
appeared ready Wednesday to 
back down from an ultimatum 
demanding the dismissal of two 
cabinet ministers but its leaders 
said the government had to act 
firmly against township violence. 

The ANC said in a statement 
that its Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela told a selected audience 
at a briefing in Cape Town Tues- 
day the ultimatum was designed 

to “restore confidence in the 
peace process." 

/If the government shows a 
reasonable response to our 
reasonable demands, we, on our 
side, will not be found wanting/’ 
it quoted him as saying. 

The ANC said in an open tetter 
to President F.W. De Klerk last 
Friday that it would break off 
talks with the government if its 
demands, set out in a seven-point 
ultimatum, were not met. 

Two senior ANC officials said 
privately tbe ANC would be satis- 
fied with a significant demonstra- 
tion of the government's good 
faith and its intention to quell 
township violence that bas 
claimed 1 ,200 lives around Johan- 
nesburg in six months. 

Mandela flew to Cape Town 
Tuesday to brief diplomats and 
an invited audience of politicians 
and community leaders on the 
ANCs ultimatum. 

The anti-apartheid movement 
set a May 9 deadline for accept- 
ance of the demands, including 
the dismissal of Law and Order 
Minister Adriaan Vlok and De- 


fence Minister Magnus Malan. 

ft also called for strong mea- 
sures to halt black political vio- 
lence that has claimed almost 
10.000 lives across the country 
since 1984. 

Western diplomats told Reu- 
ters Mandela made it clear the 
ANC would not insist on the 
sacking of the ministers if other 
demands were taken seriously. 

“He told us the ANC had to 

force the government to do some- 
thing about the terrible violence 
in the townships. He said this is a 
cry from the people for peace." 
one diplomat said. 

“I am quite convinced the ulti- 
matum was not a power play. It 
was a genuine attempt to force 
the government t<^ act." 

De Klerk said in a cautious 
reaction to the ultimatum Friday 
that the ANC was exploiting the 
township carnage to its own 
advantage, but he promised to 
work to end the killing. 

Vlok said Monday the ANCs 
ultimatum was designed to stall 
talks on South Africa’s transition 
to democracy because the move- 
ment was internally divided and 
needed time to regroup. 

Diplomats said the ultimatum 
had shocked Western govern- 
ments and had cost the ANC 
sympathy abroad. 

“Our primary concern is to 
keep the talks on track. The 
ANCs action threatens the peace 
process and that did not go down 
well," one European ambassador 
said. 


Britain’s parties launch 
campaigns for local polls 


LONDON (AP) — Britain’s poli- 
tical parties Wednesday launched 
campaigns for nationwide local 
elections which are likely to de- 
termine whether the new prime 
minister, John Major, calls a 
general election this summer. 

Thirty million people, nearly 
half the total population, are 
eligible to vote in the May 2 
ballot for 12,000 seats on local 
councils in England and Wales. 

Good results for the Conserva- 
tives will increase the chance* of 
Major calling an election in June, 
a year before the deadline. 

The campaign wfll be domin- 
ated by local taxes following foe 
Conservative government’s ma- 
jor blunder with the so-calkd poQ 
tax introduced in England a year 
ago to help finance local govern- 
ment. 

Tbe tax, levied irrespective of 
income, helped bring down ex- 


Prime Minis ter Margaret Thatch- 
er in November. 

Major’s Tory government, in a 
policy turnaround, announced on 
March 21 tbe abolition of the poll 
tax and raised sales taxes to pay 
for a £140 ($250) across-the- 
board reduction in tbe average 
tax of £400 ($712) a person. 

Major's cabinet' is still arguin g 
over how to levy the new tax, 
based on property values and the 
number of adults in a household. 

At a news conference, opposi- 
tion Labour Party leader Neil 
Kinnock pledged a return to foe 
old system of property taxes with 
rebates lor law income people. 

The centrist Liberal Democra- 
tic Party, which runs third 
nationally but traditionally does 
well in local elections, was out- 
fined a plan far a local income 
tax. 


Indonesia approves Democracy 
Forum but wants another name 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia’s 
government has finally blessed a 
Democracy Forum set up last 
week by a leading Muslim on 
condition it changes its name and 
promises not to become an 
opposition group. 

"Tbe forum will not become an 
institution outside existing in- 
stitutions. It means foe forum will 
remain in the system/' an In- 
terior Ministry spokesman 
Wednesday quoted Hari Sugi- 
man, director general for social 
and political affairs, as saying. 

“The name has created many 
problems... many interpreta- 
tions," Sugiman said, and would 
have to be changed. “Even the 
word ‘forum’ can be a problem, 
let alone ‘democracy’," he said. 

He said the name would re- 
mind people of tbe Democracy 
League in Poland which backed 
foe country's Solidarity move- 
ment, the major force in bringing 
an end to Communist rule. 

The Forum, which includes 
Christian intellectuals, has 
sparked enormous interest in In- 
donesia largely because it is 
headed by Abdurrahman Wahid, 
who leads foe country’s largest 
Muslim group, the Nahdlatul 
Ulema. 

About 90 per cent of the 180 


minion Indonesians officially fol- 
low Islam, the religion's largest 
community in the world. 

Political life in Indonesia has 
long been dominated by an all- 
powerful executive, and reaction 
to foe Forum has been mixed. 

The immediate response of 
some government officials has 
been to call the Forum unneces- 
sary since existing organisations 
were quite enough to permit peo- 
ple to air their views. 

Others have been more posi- 
tive about the group, whose 
stated purpose is to encourage 
greater democracy in the diverse 
Indonesian archipelago. 

“Why the fuss? Democracy is 
something that still has to be 
developed. And it is not only 
political parties which should do 
that. It is the duty of everybody/’ 
Rachmat Witoelar, secretary 
general of the ruling Golkar Par- 
ty, told foe weekly magazine 
Tempo. 

Among the Interior Ministry 
guidelines, the Forum should 
change its name, avoid politics 
and not act as an opposition 
force, the ministry spokesman 
said. 

"Abdurrahman had met the 
conditions anyway," a Western 
diplomat said. 


“Tbe idea is moderate. He is a 
responsible person... he bas not 
been confrontational. He’s 
avoided all the things that nor- 
mally cause red lights to flash." 

Past attempts to set up any 
body that gives any semblance of 
opposition to the 25-year lead- 
ership of President Suharto have 
been quickly sat upon. 

In the 1970s a group of former 
ministers, generals and religions 
leaders formed the Petition Of 50 
which criticised the government. 

Its members have been banned 
from going abroad and effectively 
prevented from conducting pri- 
vate business. 

The Democracy Forum was foe 
first of two groups announced last 
week to give Indonesians a grea- 
ter say in how they are governed. 

The other was the Indonesian 
League for the Restoration of 
Democracy, headed by veteran 
human rights campaigner Johan- 
nes Princen. The government has 
yet to give its official verdict on 
this group. 

The establishment of both 
groups coincides with the in- 
crease in political manoeuvring 
ahead off genera] elections next 
year and presidential elections in 
1993. 


10 years after riots, racial tension high in U.K. 


LONDON (R) — Ten years after 
black youths dashed with police 
in one of Britain’s worst riots, 
some inner dty areas remain a 
tinderbox ready to flare. 

Community leaders say people 
in Brixton, south London, and 
other urban centres stfll suffer 
from radai discrimination and 
neglect despite government 
pledges to stamp out deprivation. 

“There is a danger that because 
we have not had. manifestations 
of discontent in die past 10 years, 
people may think there is no such 
discontent,” Peter Sanders, chief 
executive of the comnrissioa for 
radai equality said. 

"There is just as much cause 
for concern now as there was 
then.” 

On April 10, 1981, hundreds of 
mainly black youths rampaged 
through Brixton streets. Shouting 
about police harassment and dis- 
crimination, they torched cars 
and building*' buried missiles at 


police, injuring nearly 300, and 
looted shops. 

The confrontation sparked 
copycat riots in a summer of 
protest which kept police busy in 
several parts of London, Toxteth 
in Liverpool, and other cities. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher set up an inquiry into 
the Brixton riots under liberal 
Judge Lord Scaiman, who re- 
ported that racial disadvantage 
was a significant factor. 

"Urgent action is needed if it is 
not to become an endemic, inera- 
dicable disease threatening the 
very survival of our society," 
Scaiman said. 

Seaman reported a breakdown 
in the relationship between 
blacks and police. In two weeks 
before the riot, police stopped 
and searched 3,000 people in 
Brixton. 

Chief superintendent Roger 
Street said the relationship had 
now improved but called for 


more black police officers. There 
are 12 non-white officera m a 
force of 300 m Brixton. where a 
third of the community is black. 

Critics say they still seek fulfil- 
ment of Thatcher's pledge, the 
night she won her third therm in 
1987, to tackle inner dty depriva- 
tion. They say prospects are un- 
likely to i m pro ve in a recession 
and a surge in unemployment. 

Her successor John Major, 
who as a boy lived a stone’s throw 
from foe site of the Brixton riots, 
promised to work towards a class- 
less society. The day he took over 
last November he said be wanted 
to create a Britain of opportunity 
for all. 

The inner dties are not holding 
their breath, critics say. 

British officials told a United 
Nations Civil Rights Committee 
last week that racial prejudice 
existed in Britain but the govern- 
ment was taking steps to combat 


it, especially in housing and em- 
ployment. 

Some things have changed. 

Three blacks and one Asian 
were elected to the House of 
Commons and foe first black 
woman has become a queen's 
counsel, a status bestowed by the 
monarch on barristers of distinc- 
tion. 

But foe ruling Conservatives 
have been involved in a public 
tussle over foe choice of a black 
parliamentary candidate for a 
safe seat in genteel Cheltenham. 

Walley Baker, director of 
South London Business Initia- 
tive, said unemployment was the 
key to inner dty problems. 

“Unemployment is moving 
tan, th, under 258 to the ovrj 
258. This is bad for individuals 
ana bad for community as a 
whole/' Baker said. 

J?*? 1 of frustration is 
still here. 



Oat bran has 
edge on oat meal 

CHICAGO (R) — Oat bran and 4 
oat meal can both lower ’ 
cholesterol levels, but it appears 
io take smaller servings of bran to - - 
do foe job, according to a study. . 
Bran . which is the coat of a cereal 
seed, may act in lesser quantities 
because it contains higher levels 
of beta-glucan, a fibre which is 
found in both oat products, said, 
the report in this week’s journal 
of the American Medical Asso- 
dation. Meal is ground-up grain 
or cereal. The study, conducted - 
by Presbyterian-St. Luke’s 
Medical Centre in Chicago, was 
financed by Quaker Oats Co. 
Men and women in the study who 
were fed either oat bran or meal 
in combination with a low-fat diet 
reduced their blood cholesterol j 
by up to 15 per cent. w 

TV to show private 
paintings of 
British royalty 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
monarchy is giving world televi- . 
sion viewers a look into its past 
with a series on royal art that wifi 
feature portraits of Royal mis- 
tresses and a picture of Queen 
Victoria breast feeding her son. 
Queen Elizabeth has allowed her 
private collection of old master 
paintings and intimate family por- 
traits to be filmed for a British- 
Japanese television series to be 
shown next year. The queen's art 
custodian, who gave details of the 
proposed programmes, said many 
of the 7.000 paintings in foe 
collection gave unique insights 
into the closed world of the royal 
household. Many have never 
been seen in public before. “It is * 
foe last great royal collection of 
its kind," said Christopher Lloyd. . 
surveyor of the queen's pictures. 
“What it offers as a whole is a 
uniquely illuminating insight into 
foe lives and times of Britain’s • 
kings and queens, princes and 
princesses.” One picture to be 
filmed for foe series shows a 
love-struck Queen Victoria — 
remembered by foe nation as a 
portly woman with a dour perso- 
nality — posing in a glamourous 
evening dress, her hair loose 
around her shoulders. 

Police recover 
stolen violin 

TURIN, Italy (AP) — Police said 
they recovered a Stradivari us in 
foe same northern town where it 
was stolen from a car in 1987. The 
violin, belonging to foe French 
musician. Pierre Amoyal, is 
valued at more than $2.6 million. * 
It was made in 1717 and had once * 
belonged to Czar Nicholas II of 
Russia. The violin had been 
stolen from Amoyal's car in foe 
town of Saluzzo, near Cuneo. 
Police said they arrested two men 
and two women Saturday, all 
Italians, for investigation of re- 
ceiving stolen property. They 
made the arrests after stopping a 
Mercedes Benz car near foe 
Saluzzo train station. The violin 
was found in the car. Pofice 
feared it was about to be transfer- 
red out of foe area. Amoyal was 
expected to arrive in Italy in 
Tuesday to pick up the violin. 

50-year-old 
woman finds 
her parents 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — A 50- ^ 
year-old inherited a small fortune 
and found her family tree on tbe 
same day. The woman had no 
idea who her parents were until 
last weekend, when she was told 
she had inherited 2.2 million kro- 
nor ($417,000) from a Polish- 
born circus artist, an estate admi- 
nistrator said Monday. Erfing 
Karlsson said he spent a month 
tracking down the woman, whom 
W identify other than 
as “Monica.” “After my call, she 
did not sleep during the whole 
night. I think she was shocked by 
being identified with reality/' 
R ar lsson said. The woman was 
left at a foster home in Sweden as - 
a child and never heard from her j 

parents. Her father, Oskar Bind!- * 

Jewelo, was 81 when he died in 
Germany last year. On his death- 
bed he mentioned he had’ a ■ 
daughter. Karlsson said. Bindl- 
Jewelo was a juggler and rope- 
walker. During World War D he 
performed in Sweden with a 
woman of Asian descent, Moni- 
ca s mother. Karlsson said the 
mother may be alive and settled • 
down in the United States. She 
was believed to have moved there 
®frer living for many years in 
Denmark, where she was married k 

10 another man. Karlsson said db® ifc* 
woman was being sought, but 
provided no further details- 
Bind l- Jewelo never contacted 
Monica who “apparently was 
leading a good and orderly Bfcin 
her foster home/’ Karlsson said- 
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